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The Influence of the National Education
Policy 2020 on the English Language
Curriculum at the Higher Secondary Level

KsHITIJA DOSHI'

ABSTRACT
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduces significant reforms to the English

language class at the advanced secondary position in India, aiming to align it with
contemporary global educational norms and enhance language proficiency and critical
thinking chops. This paper investigates the impact of NEP 2020 on class design,
pedagogical strategies, and assessment practices, emphasizing holistic development,
multilingualism, and the integration of technology. The policy advocates for a
multidisciplinary approach that enhances scholars’ verbal and cognitive capacities through
critical thinking, creativity, and communication chops. The study explores the integration
of these rudiments, along with the objectification of digital tools and coffers to grease
interactive and individualized literacy fests. The effectiveness of these technological
interventions and the preparedness of preceptors in conforming to the new class are
critically anatomized. Findings suggest that while NEP 2020 promotes a more dynamic and
inclusive English class, successful perpetration depends on acceptable resource allocation,
nonstop schoolteacher training, and the development of robust assessment fabrics.
Challenges similar as resource vacuity and teacher preparedness must be addressed to meet
NEP 2020 pretensions. This paper provides perceptivity into optimizing advanced English
class practices, icing scholars are better equipped for advanced education and global
capabilities. It concludes by suggesting areas for unborn exploration, particularly
longitudinal studies, to assess the long- term impacts of these educational reforms on pupil

issues, thereby fostering advanced language chops and overall pupil development.

I. INTRODUCTION

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 heralds a paradigmatic transformation in India's
educational topography, particularly concerning the English language curriculum at the
advanced secondary echelon. Acknowledging the indispensable role of English as a global

lingua franca and a critical conduit for higher education and professional attainment, NEP 2020
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endeavors to recalibrate the curriculum in accordance with contemporary global standards. The
policy accentuates the cultivation of linguistic proficiency, critical thinking, creativity, and
effective communication skills, which are paramount for students to flourish in an increasingly
interconnected world. By espousing a holistic, learner-centric paradigm, NEP 2020 aspires to
engender a more engaging and inclusive educational milieu that fosters students' verbal and

cognitive faculties.

A pivotal element of NEP 2020 is its endorsement of a multidisciplinary and multilingual
approach, amalgamating diverse subjects and languages to enrich the learning experience. This
paradigm shift seeks to dismantle conventional educational silos, promoting a more
comprehensive understanding and application of knowledge. The policy accentuates the
paramount importance of deploying digital tools and resources to facilitate interactive and
personalized learning experiences. The infusion of technology into the English language
curriculum is envisaged to render learning more accessible and captivating, accommodating a
spectrum of student needs and learning modalities. Nonetheless, these ambitious reforms are
not devoid of challenges, such as ensuring sufficient resource allocation, perpetual teacher
training, and the formulation of robust assessment frameworks to underpin competency-based

learning.

This scholarly paper delves into the ramifications of NEP 2020 on the English language
curriculum at the advanced secondary tier, concentrating on curriculum reconfiguration,
pedagogical innovations, and assessment methodologies. It critically examines the
implementation of these reforms and their efficacy in augmenting students' linguistic
competencies and holistic development. The study scrutinizes the opportunities and
impediments engendered by the policy, underscoring the necessity for strategic planning and
support to actualize its objectives. The findings imply that while NEP 2020 holds the potential
to enhance English education, its success is contingent upon resolving issues related to resource
availability and teacher preparedness. By furnishing insights into optimizing curricular
practices, this paper endeavors to contribute to the extant discourse on educational reform in
India, proffering recommendations for future research and policy execution. It aspires to ensure
that students are better equipped for higher education and global competencies, fostering a
generation of learners who are not only adept in English but also endowed with critical and

creative thinking prowess.
II. LITERATURE REVIEW

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant reform in India’s educational

© 2026. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

316 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 9 Iss 2; 314]

framework, particularly impacting the English language curriculum at the advanced secondary
level. This literature review synthesizes extant research on the provisions of NEP 2020
concerning English education, evaluating the policy’s potential and challenges, and identifying
areas necessitating further investigation. By examining historical contexts, curriculum redesign,
pedagogical innovations, assessment reforms, and multilingual inclusivity, this review provides

a comprehensive overview of the impact of NEP 2020 on English language education.
Historical Context of English Language Education in India

English language education in India has undergone considerable evolution over the years,
influenced by various educational policies and societal needs. Initially introduced during the
colonial period, English was established as a medium of instruction to serve administrative
purposes. Post-independence, the importance of English grew, reflecting its global significance
and utility in higher education and employment. Educational policies such as the National
Policy on Education (NPE) 1968 and NPE 1986 emphasized English proficiency but often
lacked cohesive strategies for effective implementation. The National Curriculum Framework
(NCF) 2005 brought significant changes by advocating a child-centered approach and
incorporating critical thinking and creativity into the curriculum. However, challenges such as
rote learning, outdated pedagogical methods, and inadequate teacher training persisted. These
issues set the stage for the transformative reforms introduced by NEP 2020, aimed at revamping
the English language curriculum to better prepare students for global competencies. The success
of educational reforms hinges on professional development and ongoing teacher support (Singh,

2018).
Key Components of NEP 2020:

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduces a broad spectrum of reforms aimed at
revolutionizing the educational landscape in India. This policy, encompassing all levels of
education, places significant emphasis on the enhancement of language proficiency, critical
thinking, and creativity. It underscores a holistic, multidisciplinary approach to education,
seamlessly integrating various subjects to offer a well-rounded educational experience.

Regarding English language education, NEP 2020 proposes several transformative changes:
A) Curriculum Redesign under NEP 2020

The curriculum redesign under NEP 2020 for English language education is centered on
promoting holistic development and integrating various disciplines. This policy advocates
reducing the content load and focusing on essential learning outcomes, critical thinking, and

creativity. This approach significantly contrasts with previous curriculum models, which were
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often criticized for their rigidity and emphasis on rote learning.
Previous Curriculum Models

e Emphasis on Memorization and Theoretical Knowledge: Previous curricula largely
focused on memorization and theoretical knowledge, offering limited opportunities for practical
application and critical analysis. This approach often led to a superficial understanding of

subjects, with students memorizing information without comprehending its practical relevance.
NEP 2020 Curriculum

e Encouragement of Interdisciplinary Learning: The redesigned curriculum under
NEP 2020 encourages interdisciplinary learning and real-world applications. It aims to foster a
deeper understanding of language and literature, integrating various subjects to provide a

comprehensive educational experience.

e Focus on Creativity and Critical Thinking: The new curriculum emphasizes creative
activities, project-based learning, and interactive classroom practices. This approach is expected
to enhance students' verbal and cognitive capacities, making learning more engaging and

relevant.

e  Preparation for Higher Education and Diverse Career Paths: By promoting critical
thinking, creativity, and practical application, the redesigned curriculum aims to prepare

students for higher education and diverse career opportunities.

o Shift towards Flexibility and Engagement: The new curriculum emphasizes
flexibility and engagement, encouraging the development of critical thinking, creativity, and
communication skills. The redesigned curriculum aims to move away from rote learning,

fostering a deeper understanding and application of knowledge.
B) Pedagogical Innovations

One of the most significant contributions of NEP 2020 is its emphasis on pedagogical
innovations to make English language learning more effective and engaging. The policy
advocates for using digital tools and resources to facilitate interactive and personalized learning
experiences. The policy advocates incorporating technology and digital tools into the learning
process. This includes using multimedia resources, online platforms, and educational apps to
create interactive and personalized learning experiences. These innovations aim to make

learning more engaging and accessible.

Integration of Digital Tools
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e Use of Multimedia Resources: The policy encourages the integration of multimedia
resources such as videos, animations, and interactive simulations to complement traditional
teaching methods. These resources can make learning more engaging and help students better

understand complex concepts.

e Online Platforms and Educational Apps: The use of online platforms and educational
apps is promoted to create personalized learning experiences. These tools can provide students
with additional resources, practice exercises, and feedback, allowing for a more tailored and

effective learning process.

e Interactive and Personalized Learning: The incorporation of digital tools aims to
make learning more interactive and personalized. By leveraging technology, educators can
create a more dynamic and engaging classroom environment, catering to the diverse learning

needs of students.
Digital Tools

Technology has revolutionized the educational landscape, particularly through the integration
of digital tools. These tools have significantly enhanced both engagement and accessibility in

the learning process:

e E-books: E-books provide a versatile and portable alternative to traditional textbooks.
They can be accessed on various devices such as tablets, laptops, and smartphones, allowing
students to study anytime and anywhere. E-books often include interactive elements like
hyperlinks, multimedia, and search functions that can enhance comprehension and retention of

information.

e Online Quizzes: These tools offer immediate feedback, helping students to identify
areas where they need improvement. Online quizzes can be tailored to individual learning paces,
ensuring that each student progresses at a comfortable rate. They also provide teachers with

valuable data on student performance and understanding, enabling more targeted instruction.

o Interactive Videos: These videos are more engaging than traditional lecture formats.
They can include quizzes, clickable elements, and interactive timelines that allow students to
engage actively with the content. Interactive videos cater to various learning styles and can help

in simplifying complex concepts through visual and interactive means.

o Language Learning Apps: Applications such as Duolingo, Babbel, and Rosetta Stone

offer interactive and gamified learning experiences. These apps use spaced repetition, voice
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recognition, and contextual learning to improve language acquisition. They allow learners to

practice at their own pace and track their progress over time.
C) Blended Learning

Blended literacy combines online and face-to-face instruction to produce a more flexible and

comprehensive educational experience. This approach offers several benefits:

o Flexibility: Scholars can access course materials, participate in conversations, and
complete assignments online at their own pace. This flexibility is particularly beneficial for

adult learners, working students, and those with varying schedules.

e Individualized Learning: Blended literacy allows for a more personalized approach.
Online components can be customized to meet the specific needs and learning paces of
individual students. Teachers can focus in-person sessions on areas where students need the

most help, fostering a more effective learning environment.

e Enhanced Engagement: The combination of different educational styles keeps
students engaged. The variety of activities, from online discussions to in-class group work,

caters to different learning preferences and keeps the learning experience dynamic.
D) Teacher Training

The success of integrating technology in education largely depends on the preparedness of
teachers. Professional development programs are essential to equip teachers with the necessary

skills and knowledge:

e  Skill Development: Training programs focus on building teachers' technical skills to
use various educational technologies effectively. This includes using Learning Management

Systems (LMS), creating digital content, and utilizing online assessment tools.

o Pedagogical Integration: Teachers learn how to integrate technology into their
pedagogical practices. This involves understanding how to blend traditional teaching styles with
digital tools to enhance learning outcomes. Teachers are trained to design assignments that

incorporate technology in meaningful ways.

e Ongoing Support: Continuous professional development is crucial. Regular
workshops, webinars, and support groups help teachers stay updated with the latest
technological advancements and educational strategies. Ongoing support ensures that teachers

can effectively address challenges and adapt to new technologies.
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E) Effectiveness and Challenges:
The effectiveness of these technological interventions is contingent on several factors:

e Preparedness of Teachers: Teachers must be adequately trained and comfortable with
using technology. Without proper training, the potential benefits of educational technologies

cannot be fully realized.

e Availability of Resources: Access to reliable internet, modern devices, and appropriate
software is essential. Schools need to invest in infrastructure and provide the necessary

resources to both teachers and students.

e Addressing Diverse Needs: Technology should be used to cater to the diverse needs of
students. This includes providing accommodation for students with disabilities, ensuring

equitable access for all students, and creating inclusive learning environments.
F) Assessment Reforms

NEP 2020 introduces significant changes to assessment practices, shifting from traditional
examinations to competency-based assessments. This approach aims to evaluate students'
understanding and application of knowledge rather than their ability to memorize and reproduce

information.

o Traditional Assessments: Focused on rote learning and theoretical knowledge, often

leading to stress and limited real-world connection.

e Competency-Based Assessments: Emphasize practical skills, critical thinking, and
problem-solving abilities. Assessments are designed to be more formative, providing ongoing
feedback to support student learning. NEP 2020 proposes a shift from traditional examination
systems to competency-based assessments. This new approach focuses on evaluating students'
understanding and application of knowledge rather than their ability to memorize and reproduce

information.

The impact of these assessment reforms on student learning outcomes is a key area of
investigation. Research indicates that competency-based assessments can lead to improved
student engagement and deeper understanding of the subject matter. However, successful
implementation requires robust frameworks and continuous monitoring to ensure fairness and

effectiveness.
G) Multilingualism and Inclusivity

A foundation of NEP 2020 is its emphasis on multilingualism and inclusivity, aiming to create

a more equitable learning environment. The policy encourages the use of multiple languages in
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education, recognizing the linguistic diversity of India and the cognitive benefits of
multilingualism. The policy emphasizes the importance of multilingual education, encouraging
students to learn multiple languages. This approach aims to cater to the diverse linguistic needs
of the student population, promoting inclusivity and cultural understanding. NEP encourages

linguistic inclusivity through multilingual education models (Rao, 2016).
Strategies for Inclusive Education:

a. Multilingual Education: Inclusion of regional languages alongside English to support

linguistic diversity and cognitive development.

b. Inclusive Practices: Adaptations in teaching styles and materials to cater to the diverse

needs of students, including those with disabilities and from marginalized communities.

These components collectively aim to create a more dynamic and inclusive educational
environment, fostering overall student development and equipping them with essential skills
for the future. These strategies present both opportunities and challenges. While promoting
multilingualism can enhance cognitive abilities and cultural awareness, it requires careful
planning and resource allocation to ensure effective implementation. Teacher training and
support are critical to address the diverse linguistic backgrounds of students and to promote

inclusive practices in the classroom.

In summary, NEP 2020's focus on curriculum redesign, pedagogical innovations, assessment
reforms, and multilingualism aims to transform English language education in India. By
promoting critical thinking, creativity, and practical application, the policy seeks to create a
more dynamic and inclusive educational environment, preparing students for the challenges and

opportunities of the future.
II1. RESEARCH GAP

Presently, there is a notable absence of scholarly examinations addressing the scarcities in the
implicit goods of English language pedagogy and improvement strategies within advanced
education, as outlined by the Indian National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The extant
literature explores the 2020 NEP in a general environment, with a focus on academy education
and operation- related impact assessments. Still, a spare number of studies have critically
examined the ramifications of former programs and the NEP 2020 on language instruction and
accession. This exploration bid aims to fill this void by conducting a comprehensive analysis of
English language pedagogy, with a specific emphasis on class design, educational challenges,

methodological approaches, and practical counter accusations within the realm of advanced
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education. These areas remain underexplored and are ripe for rigorous academic conversation,
pressing the necessity for ongoing empirical exploration to address these imperative gaps. These

gaps include:
Longitudinal Studies

e Limited Long-Term Research: There is a noticeable scarcity of longitudinal studies
examining the long-term impact of NEP 2020’s reforms on student outcomes and educational
equity. Longitudinal studies are crucial for understanding how the policy changes affect
students' academic performance, critical thinking abilities, and overall development over an
extended period. Without this data, it is challenging to assess the sustainability and effectiveness

of the reforms.
Comparative Studies

e Lack of Comparative Analysis: Few studies have conducted comparative analyses to
evaluate the effectiveness of different implementation strategies across various states and
schools. The implementation of NEP 2020 may vary significantly due to regional differences
in resources, administrative capacities, and socio-cultural contexts. Comparative studies are
necessary to identify best practices, highlight successful strategies, and provide insights into the
challenges faced by different regions. This knowledge can guide more effective and tailored

policy implementation.
Teacher Perspectives

e Inadequate Research on Teachers' Experiences: There is insufficient research
focusing on teachers' experiences and perceptions of the new curriculum and pedagogical
practices introduced by NEP 2020. Teachers are pivotal in the successful implementation of
educational reforms. Understanding their perspectives, challenges, and feedback is essential for
refining the curriculum and instructional methods. Research in this area can provide valuable
insights into professional development needs, support systems, and the practical challenges

teachers encounter in adapting to the new educational framework.
Additional Considerations

e Impact on Marginalized Communities: More research is needed to examine how NEP
2020 affects marginalized communities, including students from economically disadvantaged
backgrounds, rural areas, and minority groups. Understanding the policy's impact on these

populations is critical for ensuring educational equity and inclusivity.
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o Integration of Technology: While the policy emphasizes the use of digital tools, there
is a lack of studies evaluating the effectiveness and accessibility of these technologies in
different educational contexts. Research in this area can help identify potential barriers and

opportunities for enhancing digital learning.

o Student Perspectives: Student feedback and experiences with the new curriculum and
teaching methods are underexplored. Gathering students' insights can help assess the policy's

impact on their motivation, engagement, and learning outcomes.

Addressing these gaps in the literature will provide a more comprehensive understanding of
NEP 2020's impact on the Indian education system. It will also offer valuable guidance for
policymakers, educators, and researchers to optimize the policy's implementation and achieve

its intended goals.
IV. METHODOLOGY

This study undertakes a content analysis primarily concentrating on the NEP 2020 document
promulgated by the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Government of India.
Complementary and crucial documents that aid in the examination of the role of English within
the school curriculum, as delineated by NEP 2020, encompass the National Policy on Education
1968, the National Policy on Education 1986, and the Program of Action 1992, all issued by
the Government of India. These documents collectively constitute the primary data sources for

this scholarly investigation.
V. POSITION OF ENGLISH IN NEP 2020 AT THE SCHOOL LEVEL

According to the NEP 2020 guidelines, English retains its status as an official language in India.
The policy accentuates the imperative of teaching English to students at the secondary level to
augment their comprehension of international culture and global heritage. It advocates for a
constructivist approach to English language pedagogy, thereby empowering students to engage
in effective interaction and articulate their ideas proficiently in English. The progression of
English language proficiency is facilitated through activity-based learning methodologies that

prioritize experiential learning.
Important Recommendations of NEP 2020 for English Language Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduces several pivotal recommendations to
transform English language education in India. These recommendations aim to equip students
with the necessary skills to engage with the global community while also promoting critical

thinking, holistic development, and multilingualism. Here are the key recommendations in
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detail:
Understanding of World Culture and Global Heritage:

e Global Awareness: NEP 2020 emphasizes teaching English to secondary school
students not only as a subject but as a tool to understand and appreciate world cultures and
global heritage. This approach aims to broaden students' perspectives, making them more

culturally aware and globally competent.
Constructivist Perspective in English Language Learning:

e  Critical Thinking and Fluency: The policy endorses a constructivist approach to
English language learning. This perspective focuses on encouraging students to construct their
understanding and knowledge of English through experiences and interactions. It aims to
prepare students to think critically, analyze information, and converse fluently in English,

fostering a deeper and more practical understanding of the language.
Holistic Approach to Learner Development:

e  Multidimensional Learning: NEP 2020 advocates for a holistic approach to learner
development. This includes incorporating multidimensional English language learning that
covers various aspects such as listening, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural literacy. The

goal is to develop well-rounded individuals who can use English effectively in diverse contexts.
Financial Support for Language Education:

e Resource Allocation: The policy highlights the allocation of financial support to
schools to introduce and enhance the teaching of English alongside other key subjects like
Hindi, regional languages, Social Science, Science, and Mathematics. This financial support is
intended to improve the quality of language instruction and ensure that schools have the

necessary resources to implement the curriculum effectively.
Emphasis on Interactive and Conversational Skills:

e Enhanced Language Instruction: NEP 2020 places a strong emphasis on enhancing
English language instruction, particularly focusing on interactive and conversational skills. This
includes encouraging activities that promote speaking and listening skills, such as debates,
discussions, role-plays, and group projects. The aim is to make English learning more engaging

and practical.
Elevated Teaching of English Grammar, Literature, and Vocabulary:

e  Comprehensive Curriculum: The policy recommends elevating the teaching of
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English grammar, literature, and vocabulary within the curriculum. This comprehensive
approach ensures that students gain a strong foundation in the structural aspects of the
language, appreciate literary works, and expand their vocabulary, which is essential for

effective communication.
Importance of Multilingualism:

e Linguistic Diversity: NEP 2020 underscores the importance of multilingualism
alongside English language education. It promotes learning multiple languages, which enhances
cognitive abilities and cultural understanding. The policy encourages students to learn their

regional language, Hindi, and English, fostering linguistic diversity and national unity.
Multidisciplinary Perspective:

e Equal Significance to All Subjects: The policy adopts a multidisciplinary perspective,
attributing equal significance to Science, Mathematics, Language, Art, Sports, and Social
Science. This balanced approach ensures that students receive a well-rounded education, where
English language skills are integrated with other disciplines, promoting a more interconnected

understanding of knowledge.
Emphasis on Online Education:

e Support System for Pandemics: Recognizing the potential disruptions caused by
pandemics, NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of online education. The policy advocates
for the development and use of online platforms to ensure continuity in learning, with English
often serving as the medium of instruction. This ensures that students can continue their

education seamlessly during emergencies.
Enquiry-Based and Project-Based Learning:

e Active Learning Approaches: NEP 2020 calls for intensifying enquiry-based and
project-based learning within English language activities. These active learning approaches
encourage students to explore, ask questions, and engage in hands-on projects, promoting

deeper understanding and application of English in real-life scenarios.

NEP 2020 presents a forward-thinking vision for English language education in India. Its
recommendations focus on equipping students with global competencies, fostering critical
thinking, promoting holistic and multidimensional learning, and supporting multilingualism.
By addressing these areas, NEP 2020 aims to enhance the quality of English language education

and prepare students to thrive in an interconnected and diverse world.
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VI. CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF NEP 2020 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ENGLISH

LANGUAGE EDUCATION

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant milestone in India's educational
reform, aiming to reshape the landscape of education in the country, including the realm of
English language learning. While the policy presents a multifaceted approach to English
education, a deeper analysis uncovers several areas that require further attention and

enhancement.
Emphasis on Academic Resources for English Language Learning:

The NEP 2020 envisions a robust framework for English language education but falls short in

its provision of academic resources necessary for effective learning:

e Resource Allocation: There is a pressing need for comprehensive and well-designed
textbooks, workbooks, and supplementary reading materials specifically tailored for different
proficiency levels in English. These resources should encompass a variety of genres and themes

to cater to diverse student interests and cultural contexts.

e Teacher Resources: The policy should also focus on developing extensive teaching
guides, lesson plans, and assessment tools to aid teachers in delivering high-quality English
instruction. These resources should be readily accessible and continuously updated to align with

best practices and emerging pedagogical trends.

o Library Facilities: Schools should be equipped with well-stocked libraries that offer a
wide range of English books, including both classical and contemporary literature. This would
foster a reading culture among students and provide them with opportunities to enhance their

language skills.
Homogeneity in Language Policy:

NEP 2020 tends to perceive the Indian education system as a homogeneous entity, which does

not fully account for the linguistic and cultural diversity of the country:

e Diverse Linguistic Landscape: India is home to a multitude of languages and dialects.
A one-size-fits-all approach to English education overlooks the unique linguistic backgrounds
of students across different regions. The policy should advocate for a more accommodative and

adaptive language policy that respects and integrates these diverse linguistic contexts.

o Regional Adaptation: Language policies should be flexible enough to adapt to the

specific needs and circumstances of different regions. This includes recognizing the varying
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levels of exposure to English and the different challenges faced by students in urban, semi-

urban, and rural areas.
Integrating New Lessons with Prior Knowledge:

The NEP 2020 does not adequately address the integration of new lessons with the knowledge

students have already acquired in English language education:

e Continuity in Curriculum: There should be a seamless progression in the English
curriculum that builds on students' prior knowledge and skills. This requires a careful mapping
of the curriculum to ensure that new content reinforces and expands upon what has already been

learned.

e Spiral Learning Approach: Adopting a spiral learning approach, where key concepts
and skills are revisited and reinforced at different stages of education, can help students

consolidate their learning and apply it more effectively.

e Teacher Training: Professional development programs for teachers should emphasize
strategies for connecting new lessons with previous learning. This includes training in
diagnostic assessments to identify students' existing knowledge and skills and using this

information to tailor instruction.
Deficiency in E-learning Materials:

While digital learning is a cornerstone of NEP 2020, there is a notable deficiency in the
availability and quality of e-learning materials for enhancing English proficiency among school

students:

e Development of Digital Content: There is an urgent need for the development of high-
quality e-learning materials, including interactive modules, multimedia content, and online
exercises tailored to different proficiency levels. These resources should be engaging, culturally

relevant, and aligned with the curriculum.

e Access and Infrastructure: Ensuring equitable access to digital learning resources is
crucial. This includes providing necessary infrastructure such as internet connectivity, devices,

and technical support, particularly in under-resourced schools and rural areas.

e Teacher Training in Digital Pedagogy: Teachers should be trained in digital pedagogy
to effectively integrate e-learning materials into their teaching practices. This includes training
on using digital tools to enhance classroom instruction and engage students in online learning

environments.

The NEP 2020 presents a comprehensive vision for English language education in India.
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However, its successful implementation hinges on addressing the identified gaps and
challenges. By placing greater emphasis on academic resources, adopting a more flexible
language policy, ensuring continuity in curriculum, and enhancing e-learning materials, the
policy can better serve the diverse and dynamic needs of Indian students. Continuous evaluation
and adaptation of the policy will be essential to realize its full potential in transforming English

language education in the country.

Challenges in Implementing NEP 2020 Recommendations for English Language

Education

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aims to revolutionize education in India, including
English language learning at the school level. However, several challenges have been identified
that may hinder the successful implementation of these recommendations. An in-depth
examination reveals a range of issues that need to be addressed to make the NEP 2020's vision

for English language education a reality.
Inadequate Learning Environment:

Creating a learning environment conducive to acquiring an unfamiliar foreign language like

English is a significant challenge in most Indian schools:

o Language Exposure: Many students come from non-English speaking backgrounds
and have limited exposure to English outside the classroom. This lack of immersion makes it

difficult for them to practice and improve their language skills.

e Supportive Environment: Schools often lack a supportive environment where students
feel encouraged to practice speaking and writing in English. The absence of language clubs,
discussion groups, and extracurricular activities focused on English further hampers language

acquisition.
Deficiency in Teaching Aids:

The effectiveness of English instruction is heavily dependent on the availability of engaging

teaching aids, which are currently lacking:

e  Multimedia Resources: The scarcity of multimedia resources such as audio-visual aids,
interactive whiteboards, and language learning software limits the ability to make English

instruction dynamic and interesting.

e Hands-on Materials: There is a lack of hands-on learning materials like flashcards,

storybooks, and interactive games that can make learning English more engaging for students.

© 2026. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

329 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 9 Iss 2; 314]
Encouraging Thinking in English:

Encouraging Indian students to think in English presents a formidable challenge due to several

factors:

e Cognitive Shift: Transitioning from thinking in their native language to thinking in

English requires a significant cognitive shift, which can be daunting for many students.

o Language Practice: Insufficient opportunities for conversational practice and real-life

application of English further complicate the process of thinking in the language.
Insufficient E-learning Infrastructure:

The infrastructure for e-learning is inadequate in many schools, impeding effective engagement

in linguistic activities:

e Technical Tools: Many schools lack essential technical tools such as computers, tablets,
and reliable internet connections. This digital divide particularly affects rural and under-

resourced schools.

o Digital Literacy: Both teachers and students often lack the necessary digital literacy

skills to effectively use e-learning tools and platforms.
Anxiety Towards Learning English:

Students' anxiety towards learning English, perceived as a difficult foreign language,

significantly slows progress:

o Language Anxiety: The fear of making mistakes and being judged can create a high
level of anxiety, which negatively impacts language learning. This is particularly prevalent in a

classroom setting where students may feel self-conscious.

o Negative Attitudes: The perception of English as a difficult language can lead to a lack

of confidence and motivation among students, further hindering their progress.
Poor Vocabulary Skills and Retention:
Students often exhibit poor vocabulary skills and inadequate retention power in English:

e Vocabulary Development: Limited vocabulary hampers students' ability to
comprehend and express themselves effectively in English. This is compounded by a lack of

exposure to varied and rich language inputs.

e Memory Retention: The ability to retain new vocabulary and grammatical structures is

often weak, making it difficult for students to build upon their knowledge over time.
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Lack of Progressive Curriculum:
The English curriculum is not always taught in a progressive order, from basic to complex:

e  Curriculum Design: Inconsistent curriculum design and implementation mean that
foundational concepts may not be thoroughly understood before moving on to more complex

topics.

e Scaffolded Learning: There is often a lack of scaffolded learning where new

information is built upon previous knowledge, leading to gaps in understanding and proficiency.
Overcrowded Classrooms:

Overcrowded English classrooms result in insufficient time and attention being devoted to

individual learners:

e Teacher-Student Ratio: High teacher-student ratios make it difficult for teachers to

provide personalized attention and support to each student. This often leads to some students

falling behind.

e Classroom Management: Managing large classes effectively while ensuring active
participation and engagement from all students is a significant challenge. This can result in a

less conducive learning environment for language acquisition.

The NEP 2020 sets forth ambitious recommendations for enhancing English language education
in India. However, the successful implementation of these recommendations faces numerous
challenges, including inadequate learning environments, lack of teaching aids, difficulties in
encouraging thinking in English, insufficient e-learning infrastructure, language anxiety, poor
vocabulary skills and retention, a non-progressive curriculum, and overcrowded classrooms.
Addressing these challenges will require concerted efforts from policymakers, educators, and
stakeholders to create a supportive and resource-rich environment that fosters effective English

language learning for all students.
Strategies to Materialize the Recommendations:

The researcher proposes several strategies to effectively implement the NEP 2020

recommendations for English language education:

o Establishing a suitable learning environment equipped with a language laboratory and
ample audio-visual teaching aids would significantly aid students in learning English

effectively.
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e Teachers can foster English thinking by elucidating the meanings of unfamiliar English
vocabulary in simple terms, engaging students in English conversations, and encouraging them

to express daily activities, goals, and memorable events in English.

e Schools require a robust e-learning framework, adequate technical equipment, and
enough technically proficient teachers to promote e-learning competency in the English

language.

e English lessons should be presented in a clear, enjoyable, and motivating manner to
alleviate students' anxiety about the perceived difficulty of the language. The content load

should be minimized to reduce the burden on students.

o  Utilizing English dictionaries, engaging in word games, and practicing the use of novel
words in dialogue can bolster students' weak vocabulary. Word-recall games and crosswords

are particularly beneficial for students with weak memory.

e The curriculum content should be sequenced from basic through intricate to facilitate

better understanding.

e Schools should provide large, well-ventilated English classrooms to mitigate
overcrowding. Additionally, an increased number of English teachers is necessary to ensure
students receive adequate time and attention. Parents should also provide appropriate attention

and supervision to support their children's English learning progress.
VII. CONCLUSION

This study aims to elucidate the state of English education at the school level in the context of
NEP 2020. The primary objectives are to ascertain the role of the English language within NEP
2020 at the school level, highlight the most salient recommendations, critically evaluate these
recommendations, identify the obstacles in their implementation, and propose strategies to
effectively realize them. Now, Indian education necessitates a policy that addresses immediate
needs while envisioning a superior, long-term educational framework. English, as a conduit to
the global community, is pivotal for the future advancement of Indian education. NEP 2020
acknowledges English as a medium for accessing global heritage and advocates for its
instruction at the school level to cultivate an understanding of world culture. If effectively
implemented, this policy has the potential to significantly transform the lives of school students,

equipping them with proficient English language skills.
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