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The Creative Commons Solution: Protecting 

Copyright in Short-Form Videos on Social 

Media Platforms 
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  ABSTRACT 
The rapid development of short-form video social platforms, such as TikTok, has created 

huge commercial value but also highlights serious copyright infringement problems. 

Traditional "all rights reserved" protection models may not be adequate in this evolving 

creative landscape. The paper proposes the use of Creative Commons licenses as a solution 

to address the imbalance of rights between platforms and users. Creative Commons licenses 

offer a flexible and convenient range of licensing options and, through ongoing updates and 

localization, may be better suited to the protection of copyrighted material in the short-form 

video era. This approach can contribute to the sustainable development of the short-form 

video industry, while also fostering creativity and protecting the rights of authors and 

creators. 

Keywords: Short-form video, Copyright infringement, Creative Commons licenses, User-

generated content, Intellectual property. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Short-form video social media platforms, such as TikTok, share similarities with previous 

platforms like Vine and Musical.ly in terms of content style and structure. 2 These platforms 

feature short videos that cover a wide range of topics, including lip-syncing, dancing, comedy, 

technical tutorials, fitness motivation, and more. 3 As short videos have become an increasingly 

popular form of entertainment and communication, 4 more and more people are creating and 

sharing them on social media platforms such as Facebook Reels, Instagram Reels, and YouTube 

 
1 Author is a Research Assistant, Institute for Studies on AI and Law, Tsinghua University; J.D. Candidate, 

University of Florida Levin College of Law; LL.M., University of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law; LL.B., 

National Chung Hsing University; University of Florida Levin College of Law, Gainesville, USA. 
2 Sophia Petrillo, What Makes TikTok so Addictive?: An Analysis of the Mechanisms Underlying the World’s Latest 

Social Media Craze, BROWN UNDERGRADUATE JOURNAL OF PUBLIC HEALTH (2021), 

https://sites.brown.edu/publichealthjournal/2021/12/13/tiktok/. 
3 Id. 
4 Jimin Zhang, Analyzes How Short-Form Video Apps Affects Popular Culture and People’s Entertainment, 

Rethinking Communication and Media Studies in the Disruptive Era EUROPEAN PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIAL AND 

BEHAVIOURAL SCIENCES (2022), https://www.europeanproceedings.com/article/10.15405/epsbs.2022.01.02.23 

(last visited Mar 22, 2023). 
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Shorts. 5 However, the issue of copyright protection in short videos is complex and poses many 

challenges. 6 It is common for users to replicate the format of popular videos on these platforms, 

incorporating well-liked clips or sounds. 7 Nonetheless, as a significant amount of the content 

on these platforms is subject to copyright laws, it raises questions about whether these posts are 

fair to copyright owners. Some argue that these platforms leverage user-generated content and 

copyrighted material without providing adequate economic compensation to creators and 

owners of intellectual property. 8 This situation also makes users hesitant to share their videos 

due to copyright concerns. 9  

This article aims to address the uncertainty surrounding short video distribution by discussing 

the current copyright issues faced by such videos. It suggests that short video platforms can 

mitigate these issues by leveraging the benefits of the Creative Commons licensing system. 

II. CURRENT SITUATION AND PROBLEMS OF COPYRIGHT PROTECTION UNDER 

SHORT VIDEO 

(A) Defining Social Media, Short-Form Video, and 'Work' for Copyright Protection 

a. Defining Social Media 

Social media refers to web-based platforms or applications that enable users to engage with one 

another and share information instantly with the public.10 It is any digital technology that allows 

users to generate and share content in real-time.11 Social media includes a wide variety of 

websites and apps, ranging from those that focus on sharing links and brief written messages, 

such as Twitter, to those that facilitate the sharing of photographs and videos, such as 

Instagram.12 

 
5 Three Reasons Why Video Content is the Only Way to Reach Younger Consumers, BYUH BDIGITAL (2021), 

https://bg.byuh.edu/bdigital/three-reasons-why-video-content-is-the-only-way-to-reach-younger-consumers (last 

visited Mar 22, 2023). 
6 The Relationship Between TikTok and IP Law, The Relationship Between TikTok and IP Law, IP & TECHNOLOGY 

LAW SOCIETY (2021), https://sites.usc.edu/iptls/2021/01/14/the-relationship-between-tiktok-and-ip-law/. 
7 Yuxin Yang, Understanding Young Adults’ TikTok Usaage----Real People, Creative Videos that Make Your Day, 

Jun., 2020, https://communication.ucsd.edu/_files/undergrad/yang-yuxin-understanding-young-adults-tiktok-

usage.pdf. 
8 Joanne E. Gray, The geopolitics of ‘platforms’: the TikTok challenge, 10 INTERNET POLICY REVIEW (2021), 

https://policyreview.info/articles/analysis/geopolitics-platforms-tiktok-challenge (last visited Mar 21, 2023). 
9 Kim Komando & Fox News, You might be breaking the law online and not even know it, (2021), 

https://www.foxnews.com/tech/you-might-be-breaking-law-online-not-even-know-it; D. B. S. Interactive, How 

Not to Get Sued: Six Copyright Myths You Need to Know, DBS INTERACTIVE (2016), 

https://www.dbswebsite.com/blog/how-not-to-get-sued-six-copyright-myths-you-need-to-know/ (last visited Apr 

3, 2023). 
10 N. F. I. Team, What Is Social Media? - Everything You Need To Know, NFI (2022), https://www.nfi.edu/what-

is-social-media/. 
11 Id. 
12 Id. 
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Users create profiles on social media platforms and can produce and share content, such as 

photos, videos, and text. They can also identify other users whose content they would like to 

follow or react to and provide content for their profile.13 Social media businesses use algorithms 

to predict the information displayed and the order in which it appears, depending on a person's 

profile data.14 Content from following people and companies that pay to advertise their content 

will be included in the feed.15 

Social media platforms can be categorized into different types, such as social networks, media 

networks, review networks, discussion networks, audio platforms, video platforms, 

disappearing content platforms, shoppable social media platforms, live stream platforms, 

business platforms, closed/private community platforms, and inspirational platforms.16 Some of 

the most popular social media platforms across the globe include Facebook, Instagram, TikTok, 

YouTube and Douyin.17 

b. Defining Short Form Video 

Short-form videos are a type of media that emphasizes brevity in length, typically ranging from 

15 to 60 seconds and not exceeding 5 minutes.18 They are often created and shared using mobile 

devices, and have been defined as videos that take seconds to watch.19 Although referred to by 

various names such as "short video" or "instant video clip," the term microcontent or micro-

media more accurately encompasses this phenomenon.20 Microcontent refers to information that 

is published in a concise format, and is constrained by the software and devices used to view 

digital content. 21 As a media phenomenon, microcontent has given rise to new forms of media 

content, practices, experiences, and circulation.22 

Short-form videos are becoming increasingly popular as a valuable tool.23 Vine, a six-second 

looping video app, dominated the market in the early to mid-2010s with over 200 million 

monthly active users.24 However, it was shut down by Twitter, its owner, in 2016.25 Instagram 

 
13 Id. 
14 Id. 
15 Id. 
16 Id. 
17 Id. 
18 Yiting Wang, Multimodal Analysis: Researching Short-Form Videos and the Theatrical Practices (2021), 

http://hdl.handle.net/10125/76003. 
19 Id. 
20 Id. 
21 Id. 
22 Id. 
23 Mike Hao Jiang, Enlightened: Can short-form news videos open minds?, Jun., 2021, 

https://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/140989 (last visited Apr 11, 2023). 
24 Id. 
25 Id. 
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initially allowed users to share only one-minute videos but later introduced IGTV for longer 

videos.26 Despite this, its standalone app was downloaded by only 7 million of its 1 billion-plus 

users in 18 months since its launch in 2018.27 In contrast, TikTok, a short-form video sharing 

app, had 80 million downloads in the US during the same period and has over 2 billion mobile 

downloads worldwide as of October 2020.28 Established entertainment and social media 

companies have responded to TikTok's success by launching their own short-form video apps, 

such as Instagram Reels and YouTube Shorts, both imitating TikTok's interface.29 

c. Defining 'Work' in Short Videos for Copyright Protection 

To understand the issue of copyright protection in short videos, it is important to define what 

constitutes a "work" in this context. 30 Copyright in the United States protects original works of 

authorship that are fixed in a tangible medium of expression.31 To be eligible for copyright 

protection, a work must be independently created and possess a certain level of creativity.32 

Examples of works of authorship include literary, musical, pictorial, graphic, and sculptural 

works, as well as audiovisual works and sound recordings.33 Additionally, the work must be 

fixed in a tangible medium, such as writing on paper or a hard drive, recording on tape, or 

sculpting in marble or ice, with the authorization of the author.34 There is no doubt that online 

short videos qualify as fixation under copyright law. 35 

(B) Creating, Uploading, and Sharing Short Form Videos 

Short form videos have become increasingly popular on various social media platforms such as 

TikTok, Instagram Reels, and YouTube Shorts.36 Although the platforms have unique features, 

the basic steps to create, upload, and share short-form videos are similar.37 

To create a short-form video on TikTok, users need to download the app, create an account, and 

 
26 Id. 
27 Id. 
28 Id. 
29 Id. 
30 Chenfei Yuan, Research on Copyright Infringement of Network Short Video and Webcast, 1 LAW AND ECONOMY 

51 (2022). 
31 What is Copyright? | U.S. Copyright Office, https://www.copyright.gov/what-is-copyright/ (last visited Mar 21, 

2023). 
32 Feist Publications, Inc. v. Rural Telephone Service Co., Inc., 499 U.S. 340, 345 (1991) 
33 Raven Lanier, Research Guides: Copyright Basics: Copyrightability, 

https://guides.lib.umich.edu/copyrightbasics/copyrightability (last visited Mar 21, 2023). 
34 Id. 
35 Yuan, supra note 29. 
36 Sara Atske, Teens, Social Media and Technology 2022, PEW RESEARCH CENTER: INTERNET, SCIENCE & TECH 

(2022), https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2022/08/10/teens-social-media-and-technology-2022/ (last visited 

Apr 25, 2023). 
37 Werner Geyser, The Ultimate Guide to Short-Form Video Content, INFLUENCER MARKETING HUB (2022), 

https://influencermarketinghub.com/short-form-video-content/. 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
587 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 6 Iss 3; 583] 
 

© 2023. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

explore the app's tools to create engaging videos.38 Users can record a video in real-time or 

upload a video from their camera roll, edit the video by adding filters, effects, and music, and 

add relevant hashtags and captions to help reach a larger audience.39 Once the video is complete, 

it can be shared on the TikTok profile or other social media platforms.40 

Instagram Reels is a feature within the Instagram app that allows users to create short videos 

with music and visual effects.41 To use Instagram Reels, users need to open the Instagram app, 

tap the camera icon, and select the Reels option.42 Users can record a 15-second video, add 

music and effects, and share it with their Instagram followers or the greater Instagram 

community.43 

YouTube Shorts is a feature that allows creators to make short-form videos up to 60 seconds 

long using just a smartphone and the Shorts camera in the YouTube app.44 Users need to 

download the YouTube app and tap the "Create" button to select the "Create a Short" option.45 

Users can record up to 60 seconds of footage, add filters, text overlays, and music, edit the 

video, and share it on the YouTube platform.46 

In summary, creating short-form videos on various social media platforms is a straightforward 

process that involves downloading the app, exploring the tools, recording and editing the video, 

adding relevant hashtags and captions, and sharing it with the audience. 

(C) Copyright Policy for Short Video Platforms 

TikTok's Intellectual Property Policy states that it respects others' intellectual property rights 

and prohibits users from sharing or posting content that infringes on someone else's copyrights, 

trademarks, or other intellectual property rights.47 The policy acknowledges that unauthorized 

use of copyrighted content does not always constitute infringement and that copyright 

infringement exceptions may exist in various countries.48 TikTok outlines the process for 

 
38 Paige Leskin, The ultimate guide to Tik Tok, the hot app Gen Z is obsessed with and Facebook is terrified of, 

BUSINESS INSIDER (2019), https://www.businessinsider.com/tiktok-how-to-use-short-form-video-app-gen-z-

2019-6. 
39 Id. 
40 Id. 
41 Lance Whitney, How to Create Short-Form Videos With Instagram Reels, PCMAG, 

https://www.pcmag.com/how-to/how-to-create-short-form-videos-with-instagram-reels (last visited Apr 11, 

2023). 
42 Id. 
43 Id. 
44 Get started creating YouTube Shorts, YOUTUBE HELP, 

https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/10059070?hl=en#zippy=%2Chow-do-i-create-shorts. 
45 Id. 
46 Id. 
47 Copyright Policy | TikTok, (2021), https://www.tiktok.com/legal/page/global/copyright-policy/en. 
48 Id. 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/


 
588 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 6 Iss 3; 583] 
 

© 2023. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities   [ISSN 2581-5369] 

copyright holders to submit infringement reports and for users to file counter-notifications if 

they believe the claim is incorrect.49 However, the policy does not provide users with a 

straightforward way to indicate that they are using a work with the owner's permission under a 

Creative Commons license. Implementing this feature would benefit TikTok's community and 

provide clarity to creators and users about the permitted uses of copyrighted works. 

Instagram's Copyright Policy explains that copyright protection covers original works of 

authorship, including visual, audio, and written works, as long as they meet the minimal 

threshold of creativity.50 The policy notes that only the original author of the work can own the 

copyright and that there are exceptions, such as works created within the scope of employment, 

which may belong to the employer.51 The policy emphasizes that copyright owners have the 

right to prevent others from copying or distributing their work without permission, and that 

copyright protection is limited in time.52 However, if users want to apply a Creative Commons 

license to their content, they must do so manually, which can be challenging and time-

consuming. 

YouTube's Copyright Policy requires creators to upload only their own content or material for 

which they have obtained proper authorization.53 While using YouTube Shorts, creators can 

make short video clips using others' content but only after receiving explicit consent.54 Creators 

can also license their videos under a Creative Commons license, allowing others to use and 

reuse their work subject to the terms of the license.55 However, YouTube's Copyright Policy 

lacks clarity regarding fair use and its application to user-generated content. Since September 

2021, YouTube users who want to use Creative Commons licenses need to complete an 

additional step.56 If users want to remix videos created by others, they will require consent,57 

but the conditions of this consent are unclear. Therefore, YouTube should promote the use of 

Creative Commons licenses more extensively. 

(D) Exploring Motivations and Overcoming Copyright Limitations 

 
49 Id. 
50 Copyright, INSTAGRAM HELP CENTER, https://help.instagram.com/126382350847838 (last visited Apr 11, 2023). 
51 Id. 
52 Id. 
53 YouTube Copyright & Fair Use Policies - How YouTube Works, YOUTUBE COPYRIGHT & FAIR USE POLICIES 

- HOW YOUTUBE WORKS, https://www.youtube.com/howyoutubeworks/policies/copyright/ (last visited Apr 11, 

2023). 
54 Id. 
55 Creative Commons - YouTube Help, https://support.google.com/youtube/answer/2797468?hl=en (last visited 

Apr 11, 2023). 
56 Id. 
57 YouTube Copyright & Fair Use Policies - How YouTube Works, supra note 52. 
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1. Diverse and Low-Budget Creation Techniques using Common Editing Tools 

Short video platforms like TikTok have become popular due to their diverse and low-budget 

creation techniques.58 Users employ simple and improvisational methods, while others follow 

the trend of "Slacktivism" - a popular activism approach that uses simple, short, and low-effort 

methods to convey messages and encourage participation.59 These techniques follow a low-

budget and minimal resources format, often using just a phone and natural lighting or a ring 

light. 60 Most users on short video platforms use common editing techniques available on the 

platform, such as blending external content, duet-ing and stitching features, captions, images, 

and green-screen effects to create their videos. 61 They also follow popular TikTok trends to 

convey their messages, such as filming styles, trending audio, and hashtags. 62  

However, existing copyright laws may restrict the use of copyrighted materials for video 

creation, discouraging users from creating content due to the complex copyright system, which 

may infringe on the rights of others. Creative Commons licenses offer a solution to these issues 

by allowing creators to share their works with certain conditions, such as attribution and non-

commercial use. This allows greater flexibility in the use of copyrighted materials on short video 

platforms, encouraging the creation of diverse and low-budget content. 

2. Wider Reach for Spreading Messages 

Short videos are also used as a means of communication. They are often used to convey 

important messages or to share information with others. 63 Short videos are often used as a form 

of self-expression.64 Creators use them to share their thoughts, feelings, and experiences with 

others.65 One of the main motivations for creating short videos is to gain acceptance and 

 
58 Daniel Le Compte & Daniel Klug, “It’s Viral!” - A Study of the Behaviors, Practices, and Motivations of TikTok 

Users and Social Activism, in COMPANION PUBLICATION OF THE 2021 CONFERENCE ON COMPUTER SUPPORTED 

COOPERATIVE WORK AND SOCIAL COMPUTING 108 (2021), https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3462204.3481741 (last 

visited Apr 24, 2023). 
59 Id. 
60 Id. 
61 Id. 
62 Id. 
63 Victor Potrel, Council Post: Five Insights Into The Popularity Of Short-Form Video Content, FORBES, 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/forbescommunicationscouncil/2022/09/06/five-insights-into-the-popularity-of-

short-form-video-content/ (last visited Mar 21, 2023). 
64 STUDENT USES YOUTUBE FOR SELF-EXPRESSION, https://www.mvnews.org/student-uses-youtube-for-self-

expression/ (last visited Mar 22, 2023); Zenaida Gonzalez Kotala, Student Research Week: The Power of TikTok 

in Self-expression, UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL FLORIDA NEWS | UCF TODAY (2022), 

https://www.ucf.edu/news/student-research-week-the-power-of-tiktok-in-self-expression/; Gene Del Vecchio, 

TikTok Is Pure Self-Expression. This Is Your Must-Try Sampler., FORBES (2020), 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/genedelvecchio/2020/06/06/tiktok-is-pure-self-expression-this-is-your-must-try-

sampler/; Alexandra Surprenant, Fashion on TikTok: Self-expression gone sponsored, THE DARTMOUTH (2023), 

https://www.thedartmouth.com/article/2022/04/fashion-on-tiktok-self-expression-gone-sponsored. 
65 Xiang Bi & Cunchen Tang, Research on the Motives Affecting the Behavior of Short Video’s Creators, 8 IEEE 

ACCESS 188415, 188421 (2020). 
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recognition from others. 66 Many people post videos on social media in the hope of going viral 

and becoming famous. 67 Users prefer TikTok over other social media platforms because of its 

ability to reach a wider audience, particularly for social activists who aim to spread their 

message beyond their immediate circle of friends and family. 68 TikTok's algorithm promotes 

content based on video feeds, rather than on the number of followers or connections a user has, 

making it easier for users to exchange information and ideas. 69 This is in contrast to other social 

media platforms that require audience members to connect or follow a user before they can see 

their content, limiting the reach of social activists and their messages. 70 TikTok's algorithm 

allows for greater visibility and engagement with content, making it more effective for social 

activists to achieve their goals.71  

However, the existing copyright system may limit the ability of users to create and share content 

on short-form video platforms. Alternative licensing systems, such as Creative Commons, can 

provide greater flexibility and freedom for users while protecting the rights of copyright holders. 

3. Importance of Connecting with the Audience 

Short video platforms like TikTok provide a way for people to connect with others on a global 

scale.72 For influencers, social connection is a significant outcome of posting content.73 They 

value the opportunity to connect with fellow influencers, followers, and networks, and even 

consider their followers as a second set of online family and friends. 74 Influencers appreciate 

their audience, as they provide them with a sense of belonging, happiness, and companionship. 

75 

However, the existing copyright system may limit the ability of creators to express themselves 

fully and connect with their audience. Adopting Creative Commons licenses may provide a 

more flexible and accessible framework for creators to share their content and build meaningful 

connections with their audience. 

 

 
66 Yang, supra note 6 at 4. 
67 Zhiwen Dong & Tian Xie, Why People Love Short-Form Videos? The Motivations for Using Tiktok and 

Implications for Well-Being, (2022), https://papers.ssrn.com/abstract=4089602 (last visited Mar 21, 2023). 
68 Le Compte and Klug, supra note 57. 
69 Id. 
70 Id. 
71 Id. 
72 Jennie Giardino, Social Media Influencer Motivation: Exploring What Drives Micro-Celebrities to Produce 

Content Using Social Exchange Theory, THESES, 26–28 (2021), https://scholarworks.rit.edu/theses/10734. 
73 Id. 
74 Id. 
75 Id. 
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(E) Addressing Copyright Issues on Short-Form Video Platforms 

Short-form videos on platforms like TikTok and Instagram have gained immense popularity as 

a means of expression and entertainment. However, the "all rights reserved" copyright model, 

which assumes that creators have complete ownership of the content in their videos, has resulted 

in numerous copyright issues. This model can be especially problematic for short videos that 

combine original and borrowed content, making it difficult for creators to obtain permission 

from all copyright holders. This chapter explores how Creative Commons licenses can provide 

a clear licensing framework for short-form video platforms. This framework can facilitate the 

sharing of creators' work while also protecting their intellectual property rights. This chapter 

discuss the pros and cons of this approach and how it can address copyright issues faced by 

short-form video creators. 

1. Why People Infringe on Intellectual Property Rights 

The issue of copyright infringement is not new, but with the rise of the internet and digital 

technologies, it has become more prevalent than ever. The UK Intellectual Property Office's 

(IPO) Online Copyright Infringement Tracker report (2018) sheds light on the reasons why 

people infringe on intellectual property rights.76 The report surveyed 5,034 internet users aged 

12 and older and based in the UK, and found that 27% admitted to consuming at least one item 

of online content illegally in the past three months.77 The most common reasons for committing 

copyright infringement were: it is free (44%), it is easy/convenient (41%), and it is quick 

(38%).78 

The fact that people infringe on intellectual property rights because it is free is not surprising.79 

People are naturally attracted to free things,80 and the internet has made it easier for them to 

access free content.81 Moreover, the ease and convenience of accessing online content also 

contribute to the problem. 82 The internet has made it easy to find and download content, and 

 
76 INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY OFFICE (UK), Online copyright infringement tracker survey (8th Wave), 1 (2018), 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/729184/oci-

tracker.pdf. 
77 Id. at 61. 
78 Id. at 41–51. 
79 Id. 
80 Eva M. Krockow, Why We Love Free Stuff Too Much, PSYCHOLOGY TODAY (2019), 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/stretching-theory/201908/why-we-love-free-stuff-too-much (last 

visited May 3, 2023). 
81 Sara Atske, 4. The internet will continue to make life better, PEW RESEARCH CENTER: INTERNET, SCIENCE & 

TECH (2019), https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2019/10/28/4-the-internet-will-continue-to-make-life-better/ 

(last visited May 3, 2023). 
82 Sara Atske, The Internet and the Pandemic, PEW RESEARCH CENTER: INTERNET, SCIENCE & TECH (2021), 

https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2021/09/01/the-internet-and-the-pandemic/ (last visited May 3, 2023). 
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people can do it from the comfort of their own homes.83 Additionally, the speed with which 

people can access and download content is also a contributing factor. 84 The internet has made 

it possible to download large files in a matter of minutes, making it easier for people to access 

and consume content quickly. 85 

The report also looked at the measures that would persuade people to stop pirating content. The 

most common responses were if legal services were cheaper (22%) and if it was clearer what is 

legal and what isn't (21%).86 This suggests that there is a need for greater clarity around 

copyright laws and licensing. Short-form video platforms, such as TikTok, currently have an 

unclear licensing status for videos created by creators. However, this problem can be solved 

through the use of Creative Commons licenses. 

Creative Commons licenses are a set of standardized licenses that allow creators to share their 

work with others while retaining some of their rights. These licenses make it easier for creators 

to grant permission for others to use their work, while also ensuring that they are credited for 

their work. By using Creative Commons licenses, short-form video platforms can provide 

creators with a clear licensing framework, which would make it easier for them to share their 

work while also protecting their intellectual property rights. 

In conclusion, the reasons why people infringe on intellectual property rights are complex and 

varied. However, the rise of the internet and digital technologies has made it easier for people 

to access and consume content illegally. To address this problem, there is a need for greater 

clarity around copyright laws and licensing. The use of Creative Commons licenses can provide 

short-form video platforms with a clear licensing framework, which would make it easier for 

creators to share their work while also protecting their intellectual property rights. 

2. Problems of the "All Rights Reserved" Model 

Short videos have become a popular form of expression and entertainment in recent years.87 

With the rise of social media platforms, such as TikTok and Instagram, short videos are being 

created and shared at an unprecedented rate.88 However, this surge in popularity has also led to 

a number of copyright issues.89 
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One of the problems with copyright protection in short videos is the "all rights reserved" model. 

This model assumes that all rights to the content in a video belong to the creator, unless 

explicitly stated otherwise. 90 While this model may work well for longer-form content, it can 

be problematic for short videos that often contain a mix of original and borrowed content. For 

example, a short video may include snippets of music, clips from movies or TV shows, and 

other copyrighted material. The "all rights reserved" model would require the creator to obtain 

permission from each of the copyright holders before including their content in the video.91 This 

can be a time-consuming and costly process, especially for creators who are not familiar with 

copyright law.92 

Furthermore, even if the creator does obtain permission from all the copyright holders, they may 

still be vulnerable to copyright infringement claims. This is because the "all rights reserved" 

model does not provide any clear guidance on how much of a copyrighted work can be used 

without permission.93 In the case of short videos, where the use of copyrighted material is often 

limited to short clips or snippets, it can be difficult to determine whether or not the use is 

considered fair use. 94 

Another issue with the "all rights reserved" model is that it does not account for the fact that 

many short videos are collaborative efforts. For example, a group of friends may create a short 

video together, each contributing their own original content. Under the "all rights reserved" 

model, each individual would own the copyright to their own content, potentially creating a 

situation where multiple copyright holders have conflicting rights.95 

To address these problems, some creators have turned to alternative models of copyright 
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protection, such as the Creative Commons license. 96 The "all rights reserved" model of 

copyright protection is not well-suited to the unique challenges posed by short videos. As the 

popularity of short videos continues to grow, it is important for copyright law to evolve to better 

accommodate this type of content. 97 By exploring alternative models of copyright protection, 

such as Creative Commons licenses, we can better balance the rights of creators with the needs 

of users and the public. 

III. OVERVIEW OF CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE AGREEMENT 

(A) Exploring the Creative Commons License: Origins, Objectives, and Applications 

There are two types of licenses: end-user license agreements (EULAs) and public licenses.98 

EULAs are concerned with how a particular copy of the content is used and usually don't permit 

end-users to alter the underlying work or distribute copies to new users.99 Public licenses, on 

the other hand, allow anyone to use the work according to the license terms and typically allow 

licensees to share or distribute the licensed material under specific conditions.100 

Creative Commons License is a type of public license that allows creators to share their works 

with others while still retaining certain rights.101 This license was created in response to the 

traditional "all rights reserved" copyright, which limits the ways in which works can be used 

and shared.102 Under a Creative Commons License, the creator of a work can choose to allow 

others to use their work for certain purposes without asking for permission. 103 These purposes 

might include non-commercial uses, such as sharing the work with others or incorporating it 

into new creations.104 Alternatively, the creator might choose to allow commercial uses of their 

work,105 such as using it in a movie or book, but require that the user give credit to the creator.106 

1. Origins 

Creative Commons was founded in 2001 by Lawrence Lessig, Hal Abelson, and Eric Eldred 

with the support of the Center for the Public Domain. 107 The organization was created to address 
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the tension between creators' ability to share digital works globally and copyright regulation. 108 

The origins of Creative Commons can be traced back to the passage of the Copyright Term 

Extension Act (CTEA) in the United States in 1998, which increased the copyright term from 

death + 50 years to death + 70 years. 109 The traditional approach to copyright law grants 

exclusive rights to creators, allowing them to control how their works are used, reproduced, and 

distributed.110 While this system has its benefits, it also poses challenges for those seeking to 

use and share creative works, especially in the digital age where information is easily and widely 

distributed. 

The origins of the Creative Commons License can be traced back to a series of conversations 

between legal scholars, artists, and advocates for open access and free culture.111 These 

conversations centered around the need for a new approach to copyright law that would allow 

for greater creativity, innovation, and collaboration.112 In 2001, Lawrence Lessig, a law 

professor at Stanford University, published a book titled "The Future of Ideas: The Fate of the 

Commons in a Connected World," which argued for a more flexible and open approach to 

copyright law. 113 Lessig and other scholars, including James Boyle and Hal Abelson, went on 

to form the Creative Commons organization in 2002.114 

Since its inception, the Creative Commons License has been widely adopted by creators, 

publishers, and organizations around the world.115 Today, millions of works are licensed under 

Creative Commons, including everything from photographs and music to scientific research and 

educational materials. 116 

2. Purpose 

The Creative Commons licenses were created to provide a balance within the traditional "all 

rights reserved" setting that copyright law creates.117 They give creators a standardized way to 
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grant copyright permissions to their creative work, allowing everyone from individual creators 

to large companies and institutions to share, collaborate, and remix their work without the need 

to ask for permission in each instance.118 

The licenses are built on core values of sharing, openness, collaboration, knowledge, and 

creativity. 119 They enable creators to give implicit permission for the public to use, share, and 

remix their work under certain circumstances without needing to contact the author or negotiate 

terms of use. 120 One of the main goals of Creative Commons licenses is to promote open access 

to knowledge and creativity.121 By allowing creators to share their works with others, Creative 

Commons licenses can help to democratize access to information, 122 especially in academic 

settings where access to research can be costly and limited. 123 Another benefit of Creative 

Commons licenses is that they can help to foster collaboration and innovation.124 By allowing 

others to build on their work, creators can encourage the development of new ideas and the 

creation of new works that may not have been possible otherwise. 

In summary, Creative Commons licenses serve an important purpose in allowing creators to 

share their works with others while still retaining certain rights to their work. By promoting 

open access and encouraging collaboration, Creative Commons licenses can help to advance 

the development of knowledge and creativity in a wide range of fields. 

3. Practice 

The use of Creative Commons licenses has become increasingly popular in various fields, from 

academic research to online photo sharing.125 As short-form video platforms like TikTok 

continue to grow in popularity, it is important to explore how Creative Commons licenses can 

be applied to this medium. By examining the successful applications of these licenses in other 

fields, we can gain valuable insights into how they can be used to promote creativity and 
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collaboration on these video-sharing platforms. 

a. Wikipedia 

Creative Commons licenses have become increasingly popular as a means of sharing content 

online. One well-known example of this practice is Wikipedia, the world's largest collaborative 

online encyclopedia.126 

Wikipedia is a free online encyclopedia that anyone can edit. As of March 2023, it contains 

more than 6.6 million articles in English127 and articles in 331 other languages. 128 All of these 

articles are available under a Creative Commons license, which allows anyone to reuse and 

redistribute them with certain conditions. 

Wikipedia uses the CC BY-SA (Attribution-ShareAlike) license for its content. 129 This license 

allows anyone to share and adapt the content, as long as they give proper attribution to the 

original source and release any derivative works under the same license.130 This means that 

Wikipedia's content can be freely used by anyone for any purpose, as long as they follow these 

conditions.131 

Creative Commons licenses have played a crucial role in the success of Wikipedia, enabling the 

platform to become a valuable source of information accessible to anyone with an internet 

connection.132 The licenses allow for the reuse and distribution of Wikipedia's content, creating 

a vast repository of knowledge that has proven invaluable to students, researchers, and 

individuals seeking information on a wide range of topics.133 

In addition to facilitating the sharing of information, the use of Creative Commons licenses has 

helped to ensure the accuracy and quality of Wikipedia's content.134 By inviting users to 

contribute and edit articles, Wikipedia harnesses the collective knowledge of its community to 

create a comprehensive and reliable encyclopedia.135 The use of these licenses also ensures that 
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any modifications or improvements made to the content are freely available for others to use 

and build upon.136 

By providing a legal framework for the sharing and adaptation of content, these licenses have 

fostered the creation of a diverse and expansive knowledge ecosystem. 137As a result, they 

represent a powerful tool for promoting access to information and innovation in the digital 

age.138 The success of Creative Commons licensing in Wikipedia highlights the potential 

benefits of open licensing frameworks for content creation and sharing. This model can be 

applied to short-form video platforms like TikTok, fostering a collaborative and innovative 

community while respecting creators' rights. 

b. Flickr 

Flickr is a platform that enables users to upload and share their photos with the world. Users 

have the option to choose from several Creative Commons licenses when they upload a photo. 

139 These licenses range from the most permissive (CC0), which places the work in the public 

domain, to more restrictive licenses that require attribution or prohibit commercial use. 140 Once 

a photo is licensed under a Creative Commons license, others can use it in accordance with the 

terms of the license.141 For instance, if a photo is licensed under CC BY, others can use it for 

any purpose, including commercial uses, as long as they provide attribution to the original 

creator. Flickr offers several Creative Commons licenses, including Attribution, Attribution-

ShareAlike, Attribution-NoDerivs, and Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs, each with its 

own set of conditions that dictate how the photo can be used by others. 142 

To begin with, using Creative Commons licenses on Flickr allows creators to share their works 

with others in a more flexible manner.143 By selecting a Creative Commons license, creators 

can grant others permission to use their works in different ways, such as for commercial 
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purposes or with modifications. 144 When a user uploads a photo with a Creative Commons 

license, it can be discovered by others who are searching for photos to use in their own 

projects.145 This can lead to increased views, likes, and followers for the creator. 

The use of Creative Commons licenses in Flickr demonstrates a viable approach for applying 

these licenses to short-form video platforms like TikTok. This approach promotes creative 

collaboration while respecting the rights of content creators, making it a relevant consideration 

as these platforms continue to expand. 

c. Academia: A Focus on Law 

Creative Commons licenses present a valuable opportunity for legal educators and researchers 

to enhance their teaching and research endeavors.146 By utilizing these licenses, scholars can 

take advantage of various initiatives, including open educational resources (OER), open access 

publishing (OAP), open access journals (OAJ), and massive open online courses (MOOCs), 

which offer numerous benefits.147 By using existing content, scholars can save time and effort, 

and multimedia content can be produced to overcome language barriers. 148Additionally, global 

publishing and sharing allow legal educators and researchers to reach a broader audience. 149 It 

is recommended that scholars prioritize OAJ, as this provides free access to current research 

literature, and publishing in OAJ ensures that research articles are easily accessible to all. 150 

Ultimately, Creative Commons licenses offer a range of opportunities for legal education and 

research, both locally and globally, and should be considered as a valuable tool in achieving 

these goals. 151 

The use of Creative Commons licenses is becoming increasingly popular in legal education, 

with more law journals and casebooks adopting open access policies. These policies allow legal 

scholars and educators to share knowledge with a wider audience, promote collaboration and 

innovation, and contribute to the global legal community. For example, Harvard Law School's 

Journal of Legal Analysis and Duke Law & Technology Review are two law journals that use 

Creative Commons licenses.152 The former uses a Creative Commons Attribution-
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NonCommercial license, while the latter has adopted the Principles of the Science Commons 

Open Access Law Program and uses a CC-BY license. Similarly, the Utrecht Law Review in 

the Netherlands uses a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license.153 

It is worth noting that different Creative Commons license conditions are used in the casebook 

section. For instance, Brian L. Frye & Elizabeth Schiller's Professional Responsibility: An 

Open-Source Casebook is available under a Creative Commons 0 / No Rights Reserved 

License.154 Meanwhile, Stephen Clowney, James Grimmelmann, Michael Grynberg, Jeremy 

Sheff, and Rebecca Tushnet's Open Source Property: A Free Casebook uses a Creative 

Commons Attribution NonCommercial 4.0 International license (CC-BY-NC 4.0),155 and Gary 

Myers' Copyright Law: An Open Source Casebook uses a Creative Commons Attribution 

license (CC-BY 4.0).156 In Taiwan, National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University School of 

Law's Professor Mark Shope's An Introduction to the Law of the United States uses a Creative 

Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International license (CC BY-NC-SA 

4.0).157 

The use of Creative Commons licenses in academia, especially in law, has shown the benefits 

of open access and collaborative knowledge sharing. 158 Introducing these licenses to short-form 

video platforms like TikTok can extend these benefits and promote accessible and innovative 

dissemination of legal knowledge. Embracing this opportunity for greater collaboration and 

creativity is crucial in exploring the full potential of these licenses. 

(B) Exploring the Creative Commons Licensing Framework: Elements and Types 

1. Four Elements of Creative Commons Licenses 

Creative Commons licenses enable creators to grant permission for others to use their work 

under specific conditions.159 These licenses consist of four key elements.160 The first element, 

Attribution (BY), mandates that the creator be credited when their work is used.161 This 
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requirement is more stringent than legal and social norms, and the license includes three 

provisions related to attribution: "requested attribution," "unwanted attribution," and "non-

endorsement."162 

The second element, Share Alike (SA), obligates derivatives to be licensed under the same terms 

as the original work.163 This provision ensures that modifications are subject to the same level 

of freedom and can only be combined with the same type of license.164 The Share Alike 

language is clear and specifies what terms are compatible.165 

The third element, Non-Commercial (NC), restricts the use of the licensed work to non-

commercial situations.166 While this provision has been criticized, it supports many business 

models and clarifies the situation of file-sharing and private remixing.167 The NC option permits 

these practices while preserving the possibility of remuneration on commercial uses, such as 

collecting royalties from a public performance.168 

The fourth element, No Derivative (ND), caters to those who do not want their work 

modified.169 This option does not prevent aggregation in a collection, changes of format, or 

modifications allowed by other jurisdictions' exceptions and limitations.170 However, reserving 

modifications does not encourage creativity and reappropriation.171 The BY, SA, and NC 

license elements provide a degree of control on adaptations that can be achieved without using 

the ND option.172 The ND clause should not be used solely to ensure the work's integrity and 

non-endorsement of the adaptation.173 

2. Understanding the Six Types of Creative Commons Licenses 

The four elements of Creative Commons licenses can be combined in various ways to create six 

different types of licensed content. 174 These licenses allow creators to grant permission for 

others to use their work subject to certain conditions, including attribution, share-alike, non-
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commercial use, and no derivatives. 175 By selecting the appropriate combination of these 

elements, creators can tailor their licenses to suit their individual needs and preferences. 176 Here 

is a brief overview of each type of license and its definitions: 

a. BY 

The BY license, also known as the Attribution license, allows anyone to share, copy, distribute, 

and adapt the work, as long as they give credit to the original creator.177 This means that others 

can use the work for commercial purposes, remix or modify it, and share it with others, as long 

as they acknowledge the creator.178 

b. BY-SA 

The BY-SA license, or Attribution-ShareAlike license, is similar to the BY license, but it 

requires that any adaptations or remixes of the original work be shared under the same license.179 

This means that if someone creates a new work based on the original, they must also license 

their work under the BY-SA license and attribute the original creator.180 

c. BY-ND 

The BY-ND license, or Attribution-NoDerivs license, allows others to share and distribute the 

work, as long as they do not make any changes to it.181 This means that the work must be used 

in its original form and cannot be remixed or modified in any way.182 The original creator must 

be credited for the work.183 

d. BY-NC 

The BY-NC license, or Attribution-NonCommercial license, allows others to share and 

distribute the work, as long as they do not use it for commercial purposes.184 This means that 

the work can be used for personal or educational purposes, but not for profit. The original creator 

must be credited for the work. 185 

e. BY-NC-SA 

The BY-NC-SA license, or Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike license, is a combination 
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of the BY, NC, and SA licenses. 186 This means that others can share, distribute, and adapt the 

work, as long as they give credit to the original creator, do not use it for commercial purposes, 

and share any adaptations under the same license. 187 

f. BY-NC-ND 

The BY-NC-ND license, or Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs license, is a combination of 

the BY, NC, and ND licenses. 188 This means that others can share and distribute the work, as 

long as they do not make any changes to it, do not use it for commercial purposes, and credit 

the original creator. 189 

(C) Creative Commons Licenses: A Legal Overview 

1. The Root of Copyright Law and the Shell of Contract 

Creative Commons licenses are legal tools that enable original creators to share their works 

while maintaining their copyright protections.190 They are retaining personal rights and 

transferring part of property rights.191 These licenses rely on copyright law, granting users 

specific permissions in accordance with it.192 They cannot permit actions that would be contrary 

to copyright law, and they only apply to works that are eligible for copyright protection.193 

Creative Commons licenses are essentially a combination of copyright and contract law. 194 

While copyright law provides the framework for the licenses, they function as contracts between 

the creator and the user. 195 As contracts, they must adhere to contract law principles, including 

mutual assent and consideration. 196 

However, there are some differences between Creative Commons licenses and traditional 

contracts.197 For instance, Creative Commons licenses are often provided on a take-it-or-leave-

it basis, without negotiation of terms. Additionally, these licenses are frequently accompanied 

by machine-readable code that can facilitate the automation of permission granting and usage 

tracking.198 
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In conclusion, Creative Commons licenses offer creators a means to share their work with the 

world while retaining some control.199 A hybrid of copyright and contract law, these licenses 

rely on copyright law and are subject to contract law principles.200 They are usually provided 

on a take-it-or-leave-it basis and may also feature machine-readable code to simplify permission 

granting and usage tracking.201 

2. Irrevocability 

One of the key characteristics of Creative Commons license agreements is their irrevocability.202 

Once a work is licensed under a Creative Commons license, the licensor cannot revoke the 

license or retract the work from circulation.203 This means that once a user has obtained a license 

to use a work under a Creative Commons license, they can continue to use the work under the 

terms of that license, even if the licensor later decides to change or remove the license.204 

This irrevocability is a fundamental aspect of Creative Commons licenses, as it provides 

certainty and predictability for users who rely on the license to use and share works.205 It also 

ensures that the licensor cannot unilaterally alter the terms of the license, which could lead to 

confusion or disputes about the permitted uses of the work.206 

However, it's worth noting that while the license itself is irrevocable, the licensor can still choose 

to stop distributing the work altogether. 207 For example, they may remove the work from the 

internet or cease distribution of physical copies. 208 In this case, the Creative Commons license 

would no longer be applicable to the work, as there would be no means of accessing or using 

the work. 209 

Despite the potential risks of the irrevocability of Creative Commons licenses, there are many 

advantages to using them on short-form video platforms like TikTok. Creative Commons 

licenses allow creators to retain control over their work while still making it available to a wider 
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audience. They also provide a flexible framework for licensing works that can be adapted to 

different types of content and platforms. Furthermore, Creative Commons licenses can help 

foster a more collaborative and open culture of sharing and innovation in the digital humanities. 

3. The Relationship Between Creative Commons and U.S. Copyright Law 

Copyright law and Creative Commons licenses serve different purposes but are complementary 

and not in conflict with each other.210 The current U.S. Copyright Protection System, governed 

by the Copyright Act of 1976 and subsequent amendments, provides creators with exclusive 

rights to their work.211 In contrast, Creative Commons licenses offer an alternative means of 

licensing creative works that allow creators to share their work while still retaining some control 

over its use.212 

Creative Commons licenses do not replace copyright law but offer an alternative licensing 

platform that seeks to minimize the costs associated with obtaining licenses by offering specific 

conditions for sharing creative works.213 While license agreements are used to screen users and 

determine their eligibility to use copyrighted materials, obtaining licenses can be costly, 

especially for induvial creators.214 Creative Commons licenses offer a way to promote free use 

of creative works, while still providing copyright protection.215 

Fair use doctrine, a legal exception to exclusive rights granted by copyright law, allows for 

limited reproduction of copyrighted works for certain uses.216 In contrast, Creative Commons 

licenses provide users with extra rights to use copyrighted materials under specific 

conditions.217 Creative Commons licenses are not intended to undermine the copyright system, 

and authors of works do not need to give up their copyright when using Creative Commons 

licenses.218 

One of the benefits of using a Creative Commons license is that it can help to promote creativity 

and innovation by making it easier for creators to share their work and encouraging 

collaboration and the development of new ideas.219 However, some creators may be concerned 
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about losing control over their work, or about the potential for their work to be used in ways 

that they do not approve of. 220 Additionally, the use of Creative Commons licenses can 

sometimes lead to confusion or uncertainty about how a particular work can be used or shared. 

221 

Overall, both copyright law and Creative Commons licenses serve the same goal of promoting 

creativity and advancing the public good. 222 While there may be some tension between the two 

systems, they are complementary, and both provide creators with different ways of protecting 

their rights and controlling the use of their work. 223 

4. Creative Commons Enforcement 

Enforcement of Creative Commons licenses is a relatively new area of law and litigation is 

virtually nonexistent.224 While the Creative Commons believes that its licensing scheme should 

be legally enforceable, it is unsure of the exact enforcement mechanism it should use. 225 

However, American courts are beginning to address the implications of the Creative Commons 

movement on copyright and contract law. 226 The Federal Circuit's decision in Jacobsen v. 

Katzer is the only case to directly address enforcement of Creative Commons licenses.227 In this 

case, the court held that the terms of the Artistic License are enforceable copyright conditions.228 

This decision provides a limited avenue for relief for public license holders.229 If a creator's 

license terms are violated, regardless of whether the right violated exists in the copyright, he or 

she may pursue a copyright action.230 However, the evidentiary burden and cost of pursuing 

litigation in federal court may prove too high for most individual license holders to pursue. 231 

If the district court's conclusion is correct that these licenses are nonexclusive and therefore not 

eligible for copyright protection, this leaves public licensors in a legal quagmire. 232 The creator 

holds a valid copyright in his or her work, but the copyright statute does not cover the specific 

requests of the license, making the creator ineligible to receive statutory damages. 233 While the 
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Creative Commons license specifies that any violation of the terms of the license will terminate 

the violating licensee's use of the work, it is unclear what relief a licensor would seek if the 

licensee did not cease his use of the work. 234 Nonetheless, the court's decision in Jacobsen 

provides some certainty that public licensing regimes are enforceable as a matter of law, and 

this is a positive development for creators who want to share their works with the public while 

retaining some control over how they are used. 235 

IV. FEASIBILITY OF CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE FOR SHORT VIDEOS 

As noted in the case of Jacobsen v. Katzer, the court explained that “There are substantial 

benefits, including economic benefits, to the creation and distribution of copyrighted works 

under public licenses that range far beyond traditional license royalties.”236 There are substantial 

benefits to the creation and distribution of copyrighted works under public licenses that go 

beyond traditional license royalties. By applying Creative Commons licenses to short-form 

videos, creators can enjoy greater control over their works while also granting others the ability 

to use and share their content under certain conditions. 

Yet, implementing Creative Commons licenses on short-form video platforms presents 

challenges, such as incentivizing participation in the licensing process. Users can be encouraged 

to adopt Creative Commons licenses for their videos through financial and non-financial 

incentives. Additionally, clear and concise information about Creative Commons licenses 

should be provided to users on short-form video platforms. This ensures creators comprehend 

the licensing terms and conditions and can make informed decisions about licensing their works. 

Overall, Creative Commons licenses have potential to benefit creators and users alike, and 

should be considered as an option to address copyright concerns in this context. 

(A) Implementation of Creative Commons Licenses on Short-Form Video Platforms 

1. Voluntary or Mandatory Implementation 

The decision to implement Creative Commons licenses on short-form video platforms is an 

important one, as it has implications for both content creators and users. The choice between 

voluntary and mandatory implementation is a complex issue, which requires careful 

consideration of the benefits and drawbacks of each approach. 

Voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses allows content creators to have 

control over their content and how it is used. This approach recognizes the importance of 
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intellectual property rights and provides a way for creators to protect their work while still 

allowing others to use it under certain conditions. By giving creators the option to apply a 

Creative Commons license to their work, they can choose the specific terms and conditions that 

apply, including the type of license and the attribution requirements. 

On the other hand, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses would require all 

content on the platform to be licensed under a Creative Commons license. While this approach 

would increase the amount of content available for use under Creative Commons licenses, it 

could potentially limit the rights of content creators. Mandatory implementation may also create 

a burden for content creators who may not wish to license their work under a Creative Commons 

license, as it could require additional effort on their part to remove the license or opt-out of the 

system altogether. 

Moreover, mandatory implementation could be seen as a restriction on the freedom of content 

creators, who should have the right to choose how they distribute and share their work. A 

mandatory approach could also create legal issues, as some content creators may have exclusive 

contracts with other companies or may have licensed their work to third parties under different 

terms, which could conflict with a mandatory Creative Commons license. 

2. The Benefits of Voluntary Implementation 

Voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses on short-form video platforms has 

several benefits. First and foremost, it empowers content creators to make their own choices 

about how their works can be used and distributed. By giving creators the ability to choose 

whether or not to apply a Creative Commons license, they are able to maintain control over 

their works while still allowing others to use them in certain ways. Additionally, voluntary 

implementation can lead to a greater understanding and appreciation of Creative Commons 

licenses among content creators and users, which can help to promote the use of these licenses 

in other contexts. 

One of the main benefits of voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses is that it 

promotes flexibility in copyright licensing. Under traditional copyright laws, creators hold 

exclusive rights to their works and can restrict how they are used by others.237 However, the use 

of Creative Commons licenses allows creators to retain some of their rights while granting 

permission for certain types of uses. This enables creators to make their works more widely 

available while still maintaining control over how they are used. 
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Moreover, voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses can foster innovation and 

collaboration among content creators. By allowing creators to share their works with others 

under specific conditions, such as requiring attribution or prohibiting commercial use, Creative 

Commons licenses facilitate the creation of new works that build upon existing ones. This, in 

turn, can lead to the development of new ideas and the advancement of knowledge in various 

fields. 

Another advantage of voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses is that it can 

benefit content users. When creators apply a Creative Commons license to their works, they 

provide clear and concise instructions on how others can use and share their content. This 

reduces confusion and legal uncertainty for users, who can rely on the terms of the license to 

determine what actions are permissible. Additionally, Creative Commons licenses can make it 

easier for users to find and access high-quality content, which can be used for educational, 

research, or creative purposes. 

Finally, voluntary implementation of Creative Commons licenses can contribute to a more 

equitable and inclusive creative ecosystem. By allowing creators to share their works with 

others under specific conditions, Creative Commons licenses can help to ensure that content is 

accessible to people who might not otherwise have the resources or permission to use it. This 

can include individuals in low-income countries, underrepresented communities, or those with 

disabilities. Moreover, by promoting the use of open licenses, Creative Commons licenses can 

help to counteract the concentration of power and wealth in the hands of a few dominant players 

in the creative industries. 

3. The Drawbacks of Mandatory Implementation 

On the other hand, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses on short-form 

video platforms has several drawbacks. First, it can be difficult to enforce a mandatory Creative 

Commons license requirement, especially on platforms with a large number of users. This can 

lead to a situation where some users are not complying with the license requirement, which can 

undermine the effectiveness of the license overall. Additionally, mandatory implementation can 

be seen as overly restrictive by some content creators, which can lead to resentment and 

pushback against the platform. 

Second, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses can limit the ability of 

content creators to control how their work is used. While Creative Commons licenses do allow 

creators to specify certain terms and conditions for their work, such as attribution or non-

commercial use, they still relinquish some control over how their work is ultimately used. For 
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example, a creator may not want their work to be used in certain contexts, such as political 

campaigns or controversial videos, but a mandatory Creative Commons license could 

potentially allow for such uses without the creator's consent. 

Third, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses can also create confusion for 

users who may not fully understand the nuances of the licenses. While Creative Commons 

licenses are designed to be user-friendly and easy to understand, there can still be 

misunderstandings or misinterpretations of the license terms. This can lead to unintentional 

violations of the license terms and potential legal issues for both the platform and the users. 

Fourth, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses can also have negative 

financial implications for content creators. While Creative Commons licenses do not prevent 

creators from earning money from their work, they do allow others to use the work without 

paying for a license or permission. This can limit the potential revenue streams for creators, 

especially in cases where their work is widely used and popular. 

Finally, mandatory implementation of Creative Commons licenses can potentially limit 

innovation and creativity in content creation. While Creative Commons licenses are designed 

to encourage sharing and collaboration, mandatory implementation can lead to a situation where 

creators feel pressured to use certain licenses or to conform to certain expectations in order to 

participate in the platform. This can limit the diversity of ideas and approaches in content 

creation, potentially leading to a less vibrant and innovative creative community overall. 

(B) Enticement for Individuals to Participate in Creative Commons Licensing 

One of the challenges of implementing Creative Commons licenses on short-form video 

platforms is how to entice individuals to participate in the licensing process. There are several 

approaches to this issue, including financial incentives and non-financial incentives. 

1. Financial Incentives 

Creative Commons licensing provides various benefits for creators, including potential financial 

incentives. By allowing others to use their works under a Creative Commons license, creators 

can expand their audience and gain exposure, which can lead to increased revenue streams 

through advertising, sponsorships, and merchandise sales. Some platforms also offer revenue-

sharing programs, where creators receive a portion of the platform's advertising revenue 

generated by their content. 

Another financial incentive is crowdfunding, which creators can utilize by offering their works 

for free but asking for donations from users who enjoy their content. This approach can be 
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particularly useful for creators who are starting and lack a large audience or established revenue 

streams. 

Moreover, participating in Creative Commons licensing can open up opportunities for creators 

to monetize their works through licensing and collaborations. By allowing others to use their 

works under a Creative Commons license, creators can establish themselves as experts in their 

field and gain recognition for their talents. This recognition can lead to collaborations with other 

creators, businesses, and organizations, which can result in paid partnerships and commissions. 

It is important to note that financial incentives are not the sole motivators for individuals to 

participate in Creative Commons licensing. Some creators may be driven by a desire to promote 

their works, share their ideas with a wider audience, or contribute to a larger community. 

Additionally, Creative Commons licensing can promote open access and advance the public 

good, which can be essential considerations for creators who prioritize public interest over 

financial gain. 

However, financial incentives remain a significant factor in motivating creators to participate in 

Creative Commons licensing, particularly those who rely on their creative works as a primary 

source of income. It is thus crucial to continue exploring ways to support and incentivize 

creators who participate in Creative Commons licensing, including developing new revenue-

sharing models and crowdfunding platforms that can help creators earn a living while sharing 

their works with the world. 

2. Non-financial Incentives 

Creative Commons licensing provides not only financial incentives but also several non-

financial incentives that can motivate creators to participate in this licensing scheme. 

Recognition and exposure are among the non-financial incentives that creators can gain by 

allowing their works to be used under a Creative Commons license. It enables creators to reach 

a wider audience and gain exposure, which can be especially useful for those who aim to build 

their portfolio or establish themselves in a particular field. 

Another non-financial incentive is the opportunity for collaboration. By offering their works 

under a Creative Commons license, creators can attract other creators who may be interested in 

collaborating or using their works in their projects. This can lead to new and exciting 

opportunities for creators to work on projects that they may not have had access to otherwise. 

Moreover, non-financial incentives can align with personal values and goals. For instance, many 

creators believe in the importance of free and open access to information and works. Utilizing 

a Creative Commons license can be a way to support those values and contribute to the free 
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flow of information, which can benefit society as a whole. It can also provide the satisfaction 

of contributing to a larger community or cause, which can be especially appealing for creators 

who value social responsibility and making a positive impact. 

Furthermore, participating in Creative Commons licensing can provide opportunities to improve 

one's skills and expertise. Creators can receive feedback and constructive criticism from other 

creators who use their works, helping them refine their skills and improve the quality of their 

works. This can ultimately lead to more recognition and exposure in the long run. 

Participating in Creative Commons licensing can also have a positive impact on the creator's 

reputation and credibility within their field. By openly sharing their works and making them 

accessible to others, creators can demonstrate their expertise and willingness to contribute to 

the field. This can lead to increased respect and recognition from peers and colleagues, which 

can be especially valuable for those looking to establish themselves in their field. 

It is important to recognize that non-financial incentives can often be just as important, if not 

more so, than financial incentives for many creators. While financial gain can be a motivating 

factor for some, many creators are driven by a desire to create and share their works with others. 

By participating in Creative Commons licensing, creators can fulfill this desire while also 

benefiting from the many non-financial incentives that come with sharing their works openly 

and freely. 

In conclusion, both financial and non-financial incentives play a significant role in encouraging 

creators to utilize Creative Commons licensing. The enticements for individuals to participate 

in Creative Commons licensing on short-form video platforms are diverse and can be highly 

motivating. As the digital age continues to evolve, the implementation of Creative Commons 

licenses on short-form video platforms is becoming increasingly essential. Creators should be 

aware of the potential benefits of utilizing Creative Commons licensing and consider both 

financial and non-financial incentives when making their decision. 

(C) Creative Commons Licensing Best Practices for Short-Form Video Platforms 

1. Providing Clear and Concise Information About Creative Commons Licenses 

These platforms should encourage the use of Creative Commons licenses and provide clear and 

concise information to their users about how to use them properly. 

To start, it is important for short-form video platforms to educate their users about the different 

types of Creative Commons licenses available. There are six different types of licenses, each 

with its own set of conditions for use. These conditions include attribution, non-commercial 
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use, and the requirement to share any modifications under the same license. 

Platforms should also provide guidance on how to properly attribute Creative Commons-

licensed content. Attribution is a requirement for all Creative Commons licenses, and platforms 

should provide clear instructions on how to attribute the creator of the work. 

Another important consideration is to ensure that users understand the limitations of Creative 

Commons licenses. While these licenses grant permissions to use and share work, they do not 

necessarily grant permissions to use a creator's likeness or to use their work for commercial 

purposes. It is important for platforms to make sure their users understand these limitations and 

how to properly use Creative Commons-licensed content. 

Platforms should also encourage creators to use Creative Commons licenses by making it easy 

for them to choose the appropriate license for their work. This could involve adding a Creative 

Commons license option to their upload process, or providing guidance on how to choose the 

right license for their specific needs. 

In addition to providing information about Creative Commons licenses, platforms should also 

enforce proper use of the licenses. This could involve monitoring for unauthorized use of 

Creative Commons-licensed content or providing tools to report misuse of content. 

In conclusion, short-form video platforms should provide clear and concise information about 

Creative Commons licenses to their users. By doing so, platforms can encourage the use of 

Creative Commons licenses and ensure that users understand how to properly use and attribute 

Creative Commons-licensed content. This will help to promote a culture of sharing and 

collaboration among creators on these platforms. 

2. Making It Easy for Users to Apply Creative Commons Licenses 

One way platforms can do this is by offering a simple and user-friendly interface that guides 

users through the licensing process. The interface should clearly explain the different types of 

Creative Commons licenses and the conditions that can be set, such as whether or not the content 

can be used commercially or modified. By simplifying the language and steps involved in 

applying a license, users can be encouraged to apply licenses to their content and help protect 

their rights. 

Platforms can also offer a default setting that applies a specific type of Creative Commons 

license to all user-generated content. This can help ensure that all content on the platform is 

licensed and can be used by others, while also reducing the burden on users to apply licenses to 

each piece of content individually. 
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Another best practice is for platforms to clearly display the Creative Commons license 

information on each piece of content, including the type of license, the conditions set, and 

attribution requirements. This can help other users understand how they can use the content and 

give proper credit to the original creator. 

Overall, incorporating best practices for Creative Commons licensing can help promote the 

sharing and use of creative works on short-form video platforms, while still protecting the rights 

of the creators. By making it easy for users to apply licenses to their content, platforms can 

encourage responsible and ethical use of creative works and foster a vibrant community of 

creators and users. 

3. Ensuring Compliance With Creative Commons Licenses 

One way that platforms can promote compliance with Creative Commons licenses is by 

implementing an automated system that checks the license of all user-generated content before 

it is uploaded to the platform. This system can verify that the license terms are properly specified 

and can alert users if there are any issues or concerns. For example, if a user attempts to upload 

content that is licensed for non-commercial use only, but the platform detects that the content 

is being used for commercial purposes, the user can be alerted to the issue and asked to correct 

it. 

In addition to automated checks, platforms can also provide tools to help users understand how 

to comply with the license. This can include guidelines for attribution or use limitations, as well 

as educational resources that explain the meaning and scope of the Creative Commons licenses. 

These tools can help to ensure that users are aware of their obligations and can create content 

that is compliant with the license they have chosen. 

Platforms can also create a system for reporting license violations and responding to user 

complaints. This can help to address instances where users have uploaded content that does not 

comply with the license terms or where other users have misused content in violation of the 

license. Platforms can provide a clear process for reporting violations, investigate reported 

violations promptly, and take appropriate action to address any issues that arise. 

Finally, it is important for platforms to keep up-to-date with changes and updates to the Creative 

Commons licenses. Creative Commons periodically updates its licenses to reflect changing 

legal and technological contexts, and platforms should ensure that they are aware of these 

changes and incorporate them into their policies and procedures. By staying informed and up-

to-date, platforms can ensure that they are providing the best possible support for their users 

and promoting compliance with the Creative Commons licenses. 
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In conclusion, by implementing best practices such as automated checks, user tools, reporting 

systems, and staying informed, platforms can help ensure compliance with Creative Commons 

licenses for short-form video content. This can ultimately benefit both users and the platform 

by promoting responsible use of content, reducing the risk of legal issues, and fostering a more 

collaborative and creative community. 

V. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, the use of Creative Commons licenses can provide a solution to the current 

copyright issues faced by short-form video creators on social media platforms. By allowing for 

greater flexibility and freedom in the use of copyrighted works, Creative Commons licenses can 

promote collaboration, knowledge sharing, and innovation. However, to effectively implement 

this licensing scheme, short-form video platforms must provide clear information about the 

different types of licenses available, make it easy for users to apply these licenses, and ensure 

compliance with the licensing terms.  

Furthermore, it is recommended that the implementation of Creative Commons licenses on these 

platforms be voluntary rather than mandatory, with both financial and non-financial incentives 

provided to encourage participation. By following these guidelines, short-form video platforms 

can create a more equitable and inclusive creative ecosystem, empowering creators to share 

their works while retaining control over their use. 
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