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Navigating India's Right to Education

HARDIK SINGH! AND DR. ARVIND KUMAR SINGH?

ABSTRACT
The Right to Education (RTE) in India, established under Article 21-A of the Constitution

after the 86th Amendment, ensures that children aged 6 to 14 receive free and compulsory
education. This paper examines the development of RTE from its origins in the Directive
Principles of State Policy to its implementation through the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 20009. It reviews the legal framework, the involvement of central
and state governments, key implementing bodies, and community mechanisms like School
Management Committees. Despite considerable progress, issues such as inadequate
infrastructure, teacher absenteeism, technology gaps, and the exclusion of marginalized
groups continue to exist. Case studies from Delhi and Kerala showcase effective models,

while states like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh illustrate ongoing difficulties.

|. INTRODUCTION

The Right to Education (RTE) is a fundamental human right that emphasizes the importance of
accessible, quality education for all children, regardless of their background or socio-economic
status. In India, the Right to Education is enshrined as a fundamental right under Article 21-A
of the Constitution, which guarantees free and compulsory education to children between the
ages of 6 and 14 years. This landmark provision was introduced through the 86th Constitutional
Amendment in 2002, marking a significant milestone in the country’s efforts to provide

education as a universal entitlement.?

Education plays a pivotal role in the functioning of a democracy, as it fosters informed
citizenship, critical thinking, and active participation in political, economic, and social spheres.
Moreover, it is a cornerstone of human development, contributing to improved health, economic
prosperity, and social cohesion. In a diverse and populous nation like India, where inequality
and disparities often hinder access to quality education, the Right to Education aims to bridge

gaps and ensure that every child has an opportunity to learn and thrive.

India’s journey towards recognizing education as a fundamental right has been gradual, with

several constitutional amendments, judicial rulings, and policy interventions. Before the RTE

! Author is a student at Amity University Lucknow, India.
2 Author is an Assistant Professor at Amity University Lucknow, India.
3 NIC, L. P. Right to Education. Available at: https://dsel.education.gov.in/rte (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
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Act, education was seen primarily as a directive principle of state policy. However, with the
introduction of the 86th Amendment and the subsequent Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009, India made a formal commitment to universal education.

This paper aims to explore the evolution, challenges, and current state of the Right to Education
in India. It will analyze the constitutional and legal framework, examine the implementation
process, and highlight the ongoing challenges faced by the education system in realizing the
full potential of RTE. Through this exploration, the paper seeks to propose actionable

recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of India’s Right to Education.
Il. CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL FRAMEWORK

Article 21-A of the Indian Constitution: Historical Background and Insertion through the
86th Constitutional Amendment*

The recognition of the Right to Education (RTE) as a fundamental right in India was formalized
with the 86th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002, which inserted Article 21-A into the Indian
Constitution. Prior to this, the right to education was not explicitly mentioned as a fundamental
right, though the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP), especially Articles 41, 45, and
46, stressed the importance of providing education to all children.®

Article 21-A guarantees that “The State shall provide free and compulsory education to all
children of the age of six to fourteen years in such manner as the State may, by law, determine.”
This constitutional amendment marked a significant shift, acknowledging that the right to
education is as fundamental as the right to life and personal liberty, which is guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Constitution. The inclusion of RTE as a fundamental right was a response to
the challenges posed by India’s vast population, widespread illiteracy, and significant

disparities in access to education, particularly in rural and marginalized communities.

The amendment placed a constitutional obligation on the state to ensure that every child in this
age group has access to education without any form of discrimination. This development was
bolstered by various legislative measures, most notably the Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009, which gave practical effect to the provisions of Article 21A.
Directive Principles of State Policy (Articles 41, 45, and 46)

Before the introduction of Article 21-A, the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSPs),
specifically Articles 41, 45, and 46, provided a framework for the State to pursue educational

4 Available at: https://www.india.gov.in/my-government/constitution-india/amendments/constitution-india-
eighty-sixth-amendment-act-2002 (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
5NIC, L. P. Right to Education. Available at: https://dsel.education.gov.in/rte (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
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goals.® These articles did not mandate education as a fundamental right, but rather, they urged

the State to take steps toward achieving universal education:

e Atrticle 41 directs the State to make effective provisions for the right to work, education,

and public assistance, but this remains a directive and not enforceable by courts.

e Atrticle 45 originally required the State to provide free and compulsory education for
children under the age of 14 years within ten years of the Constitution's adoption. This
provision, although crucial, lacked the force of a fundamental right and was subject to
the discretion of the State.

e Atrticle 46 focuses on promoting the educational and economic interests of Scheduled

Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and other weaker sections of society.

While these DPSPs guided the State in providing education, the lack of constitutional
enforceability meant that education was often neglected, particularly for disadvantaged groups.
The introduction of Article 21-A rectified this by elevating the right to education to the status
of a fundamental right, with enforceable legal obligations.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009: Objectives and Key

Provisions

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act) operationalized
the provisions of Article 21-A by making education free and compulsory for children aged 6 to
14 years. The objectives of the Act are rooted in ensuring equity, quality, and access to

education for all children in this age group.
Key provisions of the RTE Act include:

e Free and compulsory education for children in the specified age group, meaning that no

child can be charged for admission, tuition, or any other fees.

e No child shall be held back, expelled, or required to pass a board examination until the

completion of elementary education.

e Establishment of school infrastructure: The Act mandates minimum standards for school

facilities, including proper classrooms, toilets, and playgrounds.

e Teacher qualifications: The Act requires that teachers possess the necessary

qualifications and ensures that no teacher is overburdened with administrative duties.

¢ Directive Principles of State Policy. Available at: https://www.mea.gov.in/images/pdfl/part4.pdf (Accessed: 23
April 2025).
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e Child-centered education: The Act focuses on ensuring that education is inclusive,

involving methods and materials that cater to children’s diverse learning needs.

The RTE Act was a transformative step in India’s educational journey, providing a legal
framework to guarantee the right to education, while also focusing on quality, access, and

accountability.
Judicial Interpretations Strengthening the Right to Education

The Indian judiciary has played a critical role in reinforcing and expanding the scope of the

right to education, even before the constitutional amendment.

e In Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka (1992)’, the Supreme Court held that the right to
education is implied under Article 21, observing that education is an essential
component of the right to life. The court declared that the State has a duty to ensure that

children receive education.®

e InUnni Krishnan v. State of Andhra Pradesh (1993)°, the Supreme Court interpreted the
right to education as a fundamental right under Article 21, stating that every child has
the right to education until the age of 14 years. This judgment provided a clear directive
for the State to make necessary arrangements for education and outlined the contours of
the right.°

These landmark judgments laid the groundwork for the eventual insertion of Article 21-A and
the enactment of the RTE Act. They also contributed to the broadening of the concept of "right
to life" to include "right to education™, ensuring that education is no longer viewed merely as a

privilege, but as a guaranteed entitlement for all children in India.
I1l. IMPLEMENTATION AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Role of Central and State Governments in Implementing RTE

The implementation of the Right to Education (RTE) in India is a shared responsibility between
the Central Government and the State Governments, each playing a distinct yet complementary
role. The Central Government provides the overall policy framework, financial resources, and

guidelines for the implementation of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education

71992 AIR 1858.

8 Initiative, A. R. to E. (no date) Mohini Jain v Karnataka (Supreme Court of India; 1992), Right to Education
Initiative. Awvailable at: https://www.right-to-education.org/resource/mohini-jain-v-karnataka-supreme-court-
india-1992 (Accessed: 23 April 2025).

2 AIR 1993 SUPREME COURT 2178.

10 Kapoor, V. (2025) Unnikrishnan vs. State of Andhra Pradesh (1993), iPleaders. Available at:
https://blog.ipleaders.in/unnikrishnan-vs-state-of-andhra-pradesh-1993/ (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
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Act, 2009 (RTE Act). It is responsible for ensuring that education is accessible to all children,
regardless of geographical location or socio-economic status. Through various programs, the
Centre provides funding, monitors progress, and ensures the enforcement of RTE norms across

the country.

On the other hand, the State Governments are tasked with the actual execution and management
of RTE at the grassroots level. States are responsible for establishing and maintaining schools,
recruiting and training teachers, ensuring infrastructure development, and ensuring compliance
with the provisions of the RTE Act. The decentralized structure allows states to tailor

educational policies to local needs while adhering to national standards.**

Moreover, state governments also need to comply with national standards for infrastructure and
teacher qualifications, as prescribed by the RTE Act. They are expected to create mechanisms
for monitoring and improving education quality at the local level.

Institutions Like NCERT, SCERTS, SSA, and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan

Several institutions play key roles in the implementation of RTE, ensuring that its objectives

are met effectively:

e National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT): NCERT plays a
central role in the development of curricula and textbooks, promoting quality education
standards. It ensures that the curriculum adheres to the guidelines of the RTE Act and

focuses on inclusive and child-centered education.

e State Councils of Educational Research and Training (SCERTS): SCERTs are
responsible for the adaptation of the national curriculum to the local context, developing
teaching materials, and training teachers in the state. They work in close coordination
with NCERT to ensure that education policies are implemented effectively at the state

level.

e Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): SSA was launched by the Government of India to
implement universal elementary education in a time-bound manner. It focuses on
improving infrastructure, teacher quality, and providing learning materials. It has been
the primary program for the realization of the RTE Act, targeting specific challenges
such as reducing dropout rates, improving learning outcomes, and making education

more inclusive.

11 Lukmaan IAS (2024) HOW STATE GOVERNMENTS HAVE UNDERMINED RIGHT TO EDUCATION -
Lukmaan IAS Mains Focus, Lukmaan IAS. Available at: https://blog.lukmaanias.com/2024/08/17/how-state-
governments-have-undermined-right-to-education/ (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
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e Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan: This is a comprehensive program that integrates SSA,
Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA), and the Teacher Education program.
It aims to provide holistic education from preschool to secondary school, with a focus
on improving educational outcomes, enhancing digital learning, and promoting equity

across all regions of India.
School Management Committees (SMCs) and Their Functions

School Management Committees (SMCs) are a crucial part of the RTE Act. Comprising parents,
teachers, local authorities, and community members, SMCs play a pivotal role in overseeing
the implementation of the RTE provisions at the school level.*? These committees are
responsible for ensuring that schools meet the necessary infrastructure standards, monitoring
the quality of education, and managing school funds. They serve as a platform for community
participation in the education system, ensuring that the needs of children are addressed at the

local level.
The key functions of SMCs include:
e Monitoring the implementation of the RTE Act within the school.
e Ensuring that schools have adequate infrastructure and resources.
e Participating in the development of school plans and annual budgets.
e Advocating for community involvement in school activities and decision-making.

SMCs aim to enhance accountability and transparency within the education system, ensuring

that schools are responsive to the needs of students and the community.
Role of Private Schools and the 25% Reservation under RTE for EWS

One of the significant features of the RTE Act is the provision that mandates private schools to
reserve 25% of their seats for children from Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and
disadvantaged groups. This reservation policy aims to promote social inclusion and ensure that
children from low-income backgrounds have access to quality education in private schools,

which often offer better facilities and teaching standards compared to government schools.

Private schools must follow this provision by admitting students from EWS without charging
any fee for tuition, admission, or other charges. The government reimburses these schools for

the cost of educating these students, ensuring that there is no financial burden on private

12 SCHOOL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION ACT 2009, RESOURCE
MATERIAL FOR SMC TRAINING, Dayaram. Available at: https://aif.org/wp-
content/uploads/2012/08/SMCBook1.pdf (Accessed: 23 April 2025).
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institutions. This policy also aims to reduce the social divide in education, offering opportunities
for children from marginalized sections to study alongside their more affluent peers, thus

fostering inclusivity and social integration.

The 25% reservation system has been a subject of debate, with some private institutions
questioning its impact on their financial stability and operational autonomy. However, the
policy remains an essential element of the RTE framework, designed to ensure that every child,

regardless of socio-economic background, has the right to quality education.
IV. CHALLENGES IN REALIZING THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Despite significant strides made by India in enshrining the Right to Education (RTE) as a
fundamental right and enacting the RTE Act, 2009, several challenges persist in ensuring that
every child receives quality education. These challenges stem from systemic issues like
infrastructural gaps, the quality of education, digital inequalities, exclusion of marginalized
groups, and non-compliance by private schools. Addressing these challenges is crucial for

realizing the RTE’s objectives.
Infrastructural Gaps (Lack of Classrooms, Sanitation, Electricity, etc.)

One of the most persistent challenges in implementing the RTE Act is the inadequate
infrastructure in schools, particularly in rural and underdeveloped areas. Although the Act
mandates minimum infrastructure standards for schools, including proper classrooms,
playgrounds, drinking water facilities, and sanitation, many schools still struggle with basic

infrastructure needs.

e Classroom Shortage: In many regions, particularly rural areas, schools continue to face
a severe shortage of classrooms, resulting in overcrowded conditions where students
cannot receive the individualized attention they require. This overcrowding undermines
the quality of learning and poses a significant barrier to achieving the objectives of the
RTE Act.

e Sanitation and Hygiene: The lack of functional toilets, particularly for girls, is a
significant problem in many schools, especially in rural regions. According to reports,
more than 40% of schools in India still lack basic sanitation facilities, which hampers
school attendance, especially for female students during menstruation. The lack of
sanitation infrastructure exacerbates health issues and reduces the overall effectiveness

of the education system.
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Electricity and Connectivity: Electricity is a basic requirement for modern education,
especially with the increasing use of digital tools. Many schools, particularly in remote
areas, continue to operate without electricity, making it difficult to implement modern
teaching methods, such as digital learning tools. Moreover, schools without reliable
electricity access are unable to provide safe and conducive learning environments,

which affects the overall student experience.

Quiality of Education (Teacher Absenteeism, Outdated Curriculum, Rote Learning)

While access to education has increased, the quality of education remains a major concern. This

is largely due to teacher absenteeism, an outdated curriculum, and an over-reliance on rote

learning.

Teacher Absenteeism: Teacher absenteeism remains a significant problem in many parts
of India, particularly in rural and remote areas. Studies have shown that teachers often
fail to attend school regularly or fail to engage effectively with students. Absenteeism
is attributed to various factors such as lack of accountability, inadequate salaries, and
poor working conditions. This absence of qualified teachers severely hampers the
learning process and undermines the intent of the RTE Act to provide quality education
to every child.

Outdated Curriculum: Another major issue affecting the quality of education is the
outdated curriculum, which does not always meet the needs of today’s students. The
curriculum often lacks relevance to real-life situations and does not incorporate modern
teaching practices that foster critical thinking, problem-solving, or creativity. The
emphasis on rote learning, where students memorize facts without understanding
concepts, is prevalent in many schools. This system discourages the development of
analytical skills and critical thinking, which are essential for the holistic development of

children.

Inadequate Teacher Training: While the RTE Act mandates that teachers must meet
specific qualifications, the quality of teacher training is often subpar. Teachers are not
always equipped with the tools or methodologies to teach effectively, especially in a
rapidly evolving educational landscape. Continuous professional development and
training programs are needed to equip educators with the skills required for modern

classrooms.

Digital Divide and Its Impact Post-COVID-19

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed and exacerbated the digital divide in India, which continues
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to be a significant barrier to realizing the RTE. With the shift to online education during the

pandemic, many students, especially in rural and economically disadvantaged areas, were left

without access to digital devices, the internet, or electricity, making it impossible for them to

continue their education.

Access to Technology: A significant portion of children, particularly those from
marginalized communities, lack access to smartphones, laptops, or internet connectivity.
In rural areas, where even basic infrastructural facilities like electricity are absent, the
introduction of digital learning has created a digital divide, widening the educational
inequality between children from affluent urban families and those from economically

weaker sections.

Impact on Learning: The transition to online education has disproportionately affected
children in low-income households, rural areas, and tribal regions, where access to
technology is limited. This gap in digital access undermines the inclusive nature of the
RTE Act and leaves many children without the opportunity to benefit from educational

reforms and digital learning tools.

Exclusion of Children with Disabilities and Marginalized Communities (Dalits, Adivasis,

Minorities)

India’'s education system continues to exclude children with disabilities, as well as those from

marginalized communities such as Dalits, Adivasis, and religious minorities. Despite provisions

under the RTE Act that mandate inclusivity, these children face systemic barriers to accessing

quality education.

Children with Disabilities: Although the RTE Act recognizes the right of children with
disabilities to education, implementation has been lacking. Many schools still lack the
necessary infrastructure, such as ramps, specialized teachers, or assistive learning tools,
to accommodate children with special needs. This exclusion means that children with
disabilities are often unable to fully benefit from the educational opportunities that the
RTE promises.

Dalits, Adivasis, and Minorities: Children from marginalized communities often face
discrimination in schools, ranging from physical exclusion to social ostracization. There
are also cultural and linguistic barriers that prevent these children from fully
participating in mainstream education. The failure to address these disparities
perpetuates a cycle of educational inequality and further marginalizes these

communities.
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Issues in Private School Compliance with RTE Norms

While private schools are an essential part of India’s educational ecosystem, many fail to
comply with the RTE Act's provisions. The 25% reservation for children from Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS) is one of the most contentious issues in private school compliance.

e Non-Compliance with Reservation: Many private schools have found ways to
circumvent the 25% reservation mandate, citing financial constraints, lack of
infrastructure, and the added burden of educating children from disadvantaged
backgrounds. There have been cases of private schools charging hidden fees for these

reserved seats or failing to provide the promised reimbursement from the government.

e Quality and Affordability: Even though private schools are legally bound to comply
with the norms of the RTE Act, there are concerns regarding the quality of education
they offer to EWS students. These students often face discrimination and are segregated

in classes, which undermines the inclusive goals of the RTE Act.
V. CASE STUDIES AND REAL-WORLD EXAMPLES

The implementation of the Right to Education (RTE) Act has seen both successes and
challenges across India. These real-world examples highlight positive models of educational
reforms as well as the persistent struggles in certain regions, providing valuable insights into

the progress and gaps in realizing the right to education.
Positive Models

1. Delhi Government School Reforms: One of the most notable success stories is the Delhi
government’s school reforms, which have been praised for their holistic approach to
improving the quality of education. Under the leadership of former Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, Delhi's government schools underwent a significant transformation.
The reforms focused on upgrading infrastructure, enhancing the quality of teaching, and
introducing innovations such as smart classrooms and digital learning tools. The
Chunauti 2018 scheme, which targeted students lagging behind academically, and the
Desh Ke Mentor program, where professionals volunteered to guide students, have
helped improve student learning outcomes. These reforms led to a dramatic
improvement in student enrollment and retention, demonstrating that with proper

governance and investment, public schools can become effective education providers.

2. Kerala’s Literacy Model: Kerala is often cited as a model for educational success, with

its strong emphasis on literacy and inclusive education. The state has consistently
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achieved high literacy rates and made significant progress in providing quality education
to children from marginalized communities. Kerala’s approach is rooted in community
participation, where local governments, schools, and communities collaborate to ensure
that every child has access to education. Kerala’s comprehensive approach, which
includes teacher training, infrastructure development, and a focus on early childhood

education, has contributed to its high educational standards and inclusive model.
Ground-Level Challenges
However, several states continue to face challenges in implementing the RTE Act effectively.

1. Bihar: Bihar struggles with widespread poverty, infrastructure deficits, and teacher
absenteeism. Despite the government's efforts to improve access to education, many
rural schools in Bihar lack basic facilities such as toilets, classrooms, and furniture. The
high dropout rates and low learning outcomes remain persistent problems. In many
areas, children are forced to study in overcrowded classrooms with insufficient teaching

materials.

2. Uttar Pradesh: Uttar Pradesh, one of the most populous states in India, faces similar
challenges. Teacher shortages and poor infrastructure in rural areas contribute to poor
quality education. Additionally, the gender gap in education is evident in certain regions,
with girls often facing barriers to education due to social norms, safety concerns, and
early marriage. These issues continue to undermine the state's progress in achieving the
goals of the RTE Act.

3. Tribal Areas: In tribal areas, children face cultural, linguistic, and geographical barriers
to accessing education. Schools in these areas often lack qualified teachers who are
familiar with the local languages and cultural context. The lack of transportation,
inadequate nutrition, and social exclusion further contribute to the low enrollment and

high dropout rates among tribal children.
Insights from the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)

The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) provides a comprehensive overview of the state
of education in India. According to ASER reports, while there have been significant
improvements in enrollment rates and access to education, the learning outcomes remain poor,
particularly in rural and marginalized communities. ASER data highlights low literacy and
numeracy skills among students in elementary grades, even after several years of schooling.

This reinforces the need for a focus on quality education alongside the expansion of access.
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V1. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD

To fully realize the potential of the Right to Education (RTE) Act and ensure that every child
in India receives a quality education, it is essential to address the ongoing challenges in the
education sector. The following policy recommendations are critical for strengthening the

educational landscape and ensuring that the goals of the RTE Act are met.
1. Strengthening Public Education Infrastructure

A key challenge in the successful implementation of the RTE Act is the lack of adequate public
education infrastructure, especially in rural and underserved areas. The government must
prioritize building and upgrading school infrastructure, including classrooms, toilets, electricity,
and libraries. Schools should be equipped with basic amenities like drinking water, electricity,
and clean sanitation facilities. This will not only improve the learning environment but also help
retain students, particularly girls, who often drop out due to inadequate sanitation facilities.

Investing in school buildings and technology-enabled classrooms can further bridge the gap
between urban and rural educational facilities, ensuring that students in remote areas have

access to modern educational tools and infrastructure.
2. Regular Teacher Training and Recruitment

The quality of education is heavily dependent on the quality of teachers. Regular teacher
training programs that focus on pedagogical skills, modern teaching methods, and subject-
specific knowledge are crucial. Teachers should be equipped to teach in diverse environments
and address the varied learning needs of students, including those with disabilities and from

marginalized communities.

Moreover, there should be an increase in the recruitment of qualified teachers to ensure that
schools are staffed adequately. Special attention must be given to areas with high teacher
shortages and regions where teacher absenteeism is a concern. Establishing teacher
accountability systems that track attendance and performance can improve consistency and
quality in teaching.

3. Embracing Digital Tools While Ensuring Access

While digital education can enhance learning, it is essential to ensure that digital tools are
accessible to all students, irrespective of their socio-economic background. Expanding internet
access and providing low-cost devices to disadvantaged students is essential to prevent the

deepening of the digital divide. Government initiatives should focus on low-cost broadband

expansion, especially in rural and tribal areas, to make digital education universally accessible.
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Furthermore, digital content should be localized and made inclusive for students with different
learning needs, ensuring that it caters to various languages and contexts. Schools must be
equipped with the necessary digital infrastructure for both teaching and learning.

4. Monitoring and Accountability Mechanisms

To ensure that the RTE Act is being implemented effectively, there needs to be robust
monitoring and accountability systems at both the state and district levels. Regular audits and
assessments of schools, based on key performance indicators such as student enrollment,
attendance, learning outcomes, and teacher performance, are necessary to track progress and

identify areas of improvement.

It is essential that both local governments and school management committees (SMCs) are
empowered to hold schools accountable. Additionally, regular surveys and reports from
organizations like the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) can offer valuable insights

into the ground-level challenges and guide future policy decisions.
5. Inclusive Education Policies for All Marginalized Groups

India’s education system must ensure that children from marginalized communities, including
Dalits, Adivasis, children with disabilities, and those from economically weaker sections
(EWS), have equitable access to quality education. Inclusive education policies must be
strengthened to provide adequate infrastructure, learning materials, and trained teachers to cater
to the specific needs of these children. Special attention must be paid to adapting schools to
accommodate children with disabilities through assistive devices, specialized teaching methods,

and accessibility-friendly infrastructure.

Furthermore, the government should focus on reducing social stigma and discrimination within
schools, creating an environment where children from all backgrounds can learn together in a

supportive and inclusive setting.
VII. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND THE WAY FORWARD

To fully realize the potential of the Right to Education (RTE) Act and ensure that every child
in India receives a quality education, it is essential to address the ongoing challenges in the
education sector. The following policy recommendations are critical for strengthening the

educational landscape and ensuring that the goals of the RTE Act are met.
1. Strengthening Public Education Infrastructure

A key challenge in the successful implementation of the RTE Act is the lack of adequate public

education infrastructure, especially in rural and underserved areas. The government must
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prioritize building and upgrading school infrastructure, including classrooms, toilets, electricity,
and libraries. Schools should be equipped with basic amenities like drinking water, electricity,
and clean sanitation facilities. This will not only improve the learning environment but also help

retain students, particularly girls, who often drop out due to inadequate sanitation facilities.

Investing in school buildings and technology-enabled classrooms can further bridge the gap
between urban and rural educational facilities, ensuring that students in remote areas have

access to modern educational tools and infrastructure.
2. Regular Teacher Training and Recruitment

The quality of education is heavily dependent on the quality of teachers. Regular teacher
training programs that focus on pedagogical skills, modern teaching methods, and subject-
specific knowledge are crucial. Teachers should be equipped to teach in diverse environments
and address the varied learning needs of students, including those with disabilities and from

marginalized communities.

Moreover, there should be an increase in the recruitment of qualified teachers to ensure that
schools are staffed adequately. Special attention must be given to areas with high teacher
shortages and regions where teacher absenteeism is a concern. Establishing teacher
accountability systems that track attendance and performance can improve consistency and

quality in teaching.
3. Embracing Digital Tools While Ensuring Access

While digital education can enhance learning, it is essential to ensure that digital tools are
accessible to all students, irrespective of their socio-economic background. Expanding internet
access and providing low-cost devices to disadvantaged students is essential to prevent the
deepening of the digital divide. Government initiatives should focus on low-cost broadband

expansion, especially in rural and tribal areas, to make digital education universally accessible.

Furthermore, digital content should be localized and made inclusive for students with different
learning needs, ensuring that it caters to various languages and contexts. Schools must be

equipped with the necessary digital infrastructure for both teaching and learning.
4. Monitoring and Accountability Mechanisms

To ensure that the RTE Act is being implemented effectively, there needs to be robust
monitoring and accountability systems at both the state and district levels. Regular audits and
assessments of schools, based on key performance indicators such as student enroliment,

attendance, learning outcomes, and teacher performance, are necessary to track progress and
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identify areas of improvement.

It is essential that both local governments and school management committees (SMCs) are
empowered to hold schools accountable. Additionally, regular surveys and reports from
organizations like the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) can offer valuable insights

into the ground-level challenges and guide future policy decisions.
5. Inclusive Education Policies for All Marginalized Groups

India’s education system must ensure that children from marginalized communities, including
Dalits, Adivasis, children with disabilities, and those from economically weaker sections
(EWS), have equitable access to quality education. Inclusive education policies must be
strengthened to provide adequate infrastructure, learning materials, and trained teachers to cater
to the specific needs of these children. Special attention must be paid to adapting schools to
accommodate children with disabilities through assistive devices, specialized teaching methods,
and accessibility-friendly infrastructure.

Furthermore, the government should focus on reducing social stigma and discrimination within
schools, creating an environment where children from all backgrounds can learn together in a

supportive and inclusive setting.
VIII. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the Right to Education (RTE) has been a pivotal step in India’s journey toward
universal education. While significant progress has been made, challenges remain in terms of
infrastructure, teacher quality, and inclusivity. Education plays a transformative role in shaping
individuals and society, and its impact extends beyond individual growth to the nation's
development. Achieving the full potential of RTE requires a collective responsibility from the
state, society, and educational institutions. Through sustained efforts and collaboration, India
can ensure that every child receives a quality education, empowering future generations and

fostering a stronger, more equitable society.
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