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Legal Perspectives on Environmental
Inequities: Mitigating Pollution Impact on

Vulnerable Communities in India

P0OjJA LAKSHMI' AND K. VINEETH HASWANTH?

ABSTRACT
The legal perspective on environmental inequities in India is complex, involving legislative

frameworks, judicial interventions, and community engagement. Vulnerable communities,
often located near industrial zones or traffic-heavy areas, face severe health consequences
due to air pollution, water pollution, soil pollution, noise pollution, and industrial pollution.
The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 empowers regulatory bodies to
control and abate air pollution, while the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974 aims to prevent and control water pollution. Soil pollution affects agricultural
communities, affecting crop yields and food security. The Environment (Protection) Act,
1986 provides for noise pollution control measures, while the Factories Act and
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification address industrial pollution.
Mitigating environmental inequities involves community participation, Public Interest
Litigation (PIL), Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), Environmental Clearance, and
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR). However, enforcement gaps persist due to resource
constraints, bureaucratic hurdles, and corruption. Vulnerable communities often lack
awareness and resources to access legal remedies, limiting their ability to seek justice.
Legal perspectives on environmental inequities in India involve a multifaceted approach
that includes robust laws, effective enforcement mechanisms, and proactive community
involvement. Ongoing efforts to strengthen legal frameworks and address implementation
challenges are crucial for achieving environmental justice in India.

This research examines the legal principles surrounding indigenous land rights and the
exploitation of natural resources, revealing instances where these communities are the most
affected by environmental degradation. It also examines the urban-rural divide, analyzing
how urban areas with industrial activities often experience higher pollution levels, leading
to disparate health impacts. It also investigates environmental racism, highlighting the need
for anti-discriminatory legal measures. The research emphasizes that addressing

environmental inequities is not just an ethical imperative, but a legal necessity rooted in

! Author is a student at School of Law, Bennett University, India.
2 Author is a student at School of Law, Bennett University, India.
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fairness, justice, and the preservation of fundamental rights. It proposes measures to
enhance environmental justice.
Keywords: Environmental Justice, Legal Frameworks, Pollution Mitigation, Vulnerable

Communities, Inclusive Environmental Policies

|I. INTRODUCTION

"Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's needs, but not every man's greed."
- Mahatma Gandhi®

Environmental justice is a dynamic field that has evolved over time, shaped by a history of legal
precedents, landmark cases, and an increasing awareness of the critical importance of
addressing environmental inequities. The significance of this issue cannot be overstated, as it
intersects with fundamental principles of fairness, equality, and the right to a healthy
environment. The Constitution of India, under Article 21, guarantees the right to a healthy
environment as a fundamental right, emphasizing the responsibility of the state to protect and

improve the environment.*

Various forms of pollution adversely impact vulnerable communities across the globe. Air
pollution, stemming from industrial emissions, vehicular exhaust, and household cooking with
solid fuels, poses severe health risks. To mitigate this, promoting clean cooking technologies,
regulating industrial emissions, and encouraging eco-friendly transportation are crucial steps.
Water pollution, often caused by industrial discharge and improper waste disposal, requires
strengthened regulations and improved sanitation infrastructure.® Noise pollution, originating
from traffic, industrial machinery, and urban construction, necessitates zoning regulations,
noise barriers, and community education.® Soil pollution, arising from agricultural chemicals
and improper waste disposal, demands sustainable farming practices and effective waste
management.” Light pollution, resulting from excessive street lighting, requires smart lighting

systems and community awareness on light reduction.® Plastic pollution, a global concern,

3 Essay On Earth Provides Enough To Satisfy Every Man's Greed, Ipl.Org (Sept. 25, 2020),
https://www.ipl.org/essay/Essay-On-Greed-By-Mahatma-Gandi-FCJJPWCNPG.

4 The Right to a Healthy Environment, IUCN (Oct. 29, 2021), https://www.iucn.org/news/world-commission-
environmental-law/202110/right-a-healthy-environment.

5 Sai Kumar, Effects of Water Pollution: Causes, Consequences, & Solutions on Environment, (June 10, 2023),
https://scaleclimateaction.org/environment/effects-of-water-pollution-causes-consequences-and-solutions/

& Mostafa Mir, Farnad Nasirzadeh, SangHyun Lee, Densil Cabrera, and Anthony Mills, Construction noise
management: A systematic review and directions for future research, Applied Acoustics, Volume 197, August
2022, 108936, https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0003682X22003103

" What is Soil Pollution? Definition, Causes, Effects and Solutions, (June 24, 2018),
https://www.toppr.com/guides/chemistry/environmental-chemistry/soil-pollution/.

8 Or Graur, Light pollution is clouding our view beyond Earth, here's how we can restore it, World Economic
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necessitates the ban or regulation of single-use plastics and community engagement in cleanup
initiatives. Thermal pollution, radioactive pollution, and electromagnetic pollution call for
stringent regulations, safety audits, and community education.®!® Tackling these varied forms
of pollution demands a multi-faceted approach, encompassing legal measures, community

involvement, and widespread awareness campaigns.

The Trail Smelter Arbitration (1938-1941)* established the principle of transboundary harm,
recognizing that industrial activities of one nation could negatively impact the environment of
another, using the legal maxim "Sic utere tuo ut alienum non laedas." Further, The Love Canal
case (1978-1980)*2 highlighted the health risks of living near toxic waste sites in the United
States, emphasizing the need for informed consent and corporate responsibility due to
inadequate disclosure and regulation. It majorly relied on the legal maxim, "Caveat emptor” (let
the buyer beware). Also, The Bhopal Gas Tragedy (1984)* was a devastating industrial incident
in India that highlighted the consequences of relaxed regulations, corporate negligence, and the
impact on vulnerable communities. The evolution of environmental justice principles has been
propelled by a growing understanding of the disproportionate impact of pollution on
marginalized communities. Legal frameworks have progressively recognized the need for

equitable distribution of environmental benefits and burdens.
Il. LEGAL FRAMEWORKS

Environmental protection in India is governed by a comprehensive legal framework, comprising
acts and regulations that address various aspects of environmental conservation, pollution
prevention, and community rights. India's environmental protection is based on several key
legislations. The Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, focuses on preventing
and controlling water pollution, empowering the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) and
State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) to enforce regulations. This act outlines the
responsibilities of both central and state governments in managing and preventing water
pollution. The Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, regulates emissions from

industries, vehicles, and other sources, establishing a division of responsibilities between central

Forum, (Feb 14, 2023), https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2023/02/light-pollution-earth-view-sky/.

% Priyanka Bandara, and David O Carpenter, Planetary electromagnetic pollution: it is time to assess its impact,
(December 2018), https://doi.org/10.1016/S2542-5196(18)30221-3

10 pyrna Chandra Barman, ENVIRONMENT AND RADIATION POLLUTION, 2018 JETIR June 2018, VVolume
5, Issue 6, (ISSN-2349-5162), https://www.jetir.org/papers/JETIR1806140.pdf

1 Trail Smelter Arbitration (United States v. Canada), Arbitral Trib., 3 U.N. Rep. Int’l Arb. Awards 1905 (1941)
12 Kamala Dorsner , and Matthew R Fisher, 6.5 Case Study: The Love Canal Disaster — Environmental Biology,
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/envirobiology/chapter/6-4-case-study-the-love-canal-disaster/.

13 Union Carbide Corporation vs Union Of India Etc on 4 May, 1989, 1990 AIR 273
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and state governments. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, grants the central government
the authority to protect and improve the environment, establish standards, guidelines, and
authorities to regulate environmental issues. This act ensures a unified approach across states

and a division of power.

Further, India is a signatory to several international agreements, including the Paris Agreement,
which focuses on combating climate change and promoting sustainable development, and the
Convention on Biological Diversity, which emphasizes biodiversity conservation and
sustainable use, reflecting the interconnectedness of biological resources and human well-being.
India’'s legal framework for environmental protection includes several acts and regulations,
reflecting its commitment to sustainable development and environmental justice. The Forest
Rights Act, 2006, protects the livelihoods and cultural practices of indigenous and local
communities, while the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, acknowledges the sovereign rights of
local communities over their biological resources and promotes conservation through equitable
benefit-sharing. The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, was enacted after the Bhopal Gas
Tragedy of 1984, emphasizing the prevention of environmental pollution. The Act also ensures
adequate representation of affected individuals in seeking relief and strengthens public
participation in environmental decision-making. The division of power between central and
state governments, international agreements, and lessons learned from incidents like the Bhopal
Gas Tragedy underscore India's ongoing efforts to enhance environmental protection and

justice.

The effectiveness of regulatory bodies in enforcing pollution control measures is evaluated by
assessing the number of actions and penalties imposed. However, there is a gap between
regulatory intent and effective implementation, with challenges such as inadequate monitoring
infrastructure and compliance difficulties. Non-compliance often stems from lack of awareness
or financial constraints. Legal cases related to air pollution and environmental justice provide
quantitative insights into the effectiveness of existing laws. Public interest litigations help
address legal loopholes, prompting amendments and highlighting legislative reforms. The
strategies adopted by legal representatives of affected communities also influence legal

outcomes, fostering a sense of shared responsibility in environmental protection.
I1l. CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Avrticle 21 of the Indian Constitution, which provides that every citizen has the right to a life of
dignity and health, is a foundation for maintaining the fundamental right to life. The legal
system has given this constitutional clause a broad interpretation over time, acknowledging that
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the right to life includes the right to a healthy environment. Indian courts have upheld the notion
that living in a hygienic and pollution-free environment is essential to enjoying life to the fullest.
Interpretation of Article 21 signifies citizens have a fundamental right to thrive in an
environment which safeguards both their mental and physical health, this acknowledgment
reflects the knowledge that degradation of the environment can negatively impact public health
and general well-being. Courts have highlighted in several rulings that the state must make sure
its citizens are not placed in situations that jeopardize their health or deny them access to the
necessities necessary for a life of dignity. The significance of this perspective increases when
one considers the widespread effects of industrialization, urbanization, and environmental
deterioration. Courts have stepped in to shield individuals from the harmful impacts of
pollution, stating that it is the government's responsibility to prevent and reduce environmental
harm. In order to protect the right to life, judicial decisions have emphasized the necessity of
establishing a balance between economic growth and sustainability of the environment, whether
the issue be air pollution in urban areas or water body contamination. Essentially, the right to a
healthy environment is now a legally protected right rather than merely a desirable goal because
of the broader reading of Article 21. Now, when a citizen’s right to live in a pollution-free
environment is threatened, they can pursue legal action. This legal evolution supports the notion
that a truly dignified life is inseparably connected to a healthy and sustainable environment, as
well as the mutually beneficial connection between environmental protection and the right to
life.

Article 48A of the Constitution represents a strong commitment to sustainable development and
environmental preservation. It requires the State to take proactive steps to preserve forests and
wildlife as well as to conserve, enhance, and safeguard the environment. This section in the
constitution acknowledges the mutual dependence of sustainability, a healthy environment, and
societal well-being. The phrasing of Article 48A recognizes that the government holds the
responsibility for environmental stewardship and lays a specific obligation on the State to
preserve and improve the environment. This obligation goes beyond simple preservation and
includes a proactive effort to revive and enhance the environment. The article’s mention of
woods and wildlife highlights the wider ecological viewpoint and acknowledges the
interdependence of many environmental components. Article 48A directs legal and
administrative activities in the direction of sustainable development. It promotes the creation of
rules and regulations that strike a balance between environmental and economic variables,
making sure that development doesn’t come at the cost of degradation of the environment. This

constitutional mandate upholds the principle that progress must be balanced with the
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preservation of the environment and its biodiversity, thereby promoting a state of stability.
When deciding environmental matters, Indian courts have frequently used Article 48A,
highlighting the fundamental requirement that the State take on the role of a trustee of the
environment. This means that it is the government's job to make sure that environmental

deterioration is kept to a minimum and that natural resources are used wisely.
IV. SOCIETAL IMPACT

Over the past decade, India has experienced a concerning trend of deteriorating air quality. This
decline can be attributed to rapid urbanization, industrial growth, and an exponential increase
in vehicular traffic. Seasonal variations, such as crop burning and weather patterns, exacerbate
pollution levels. Industrial activities, particularly in urban centers, contribute significantly to air
pollution, emphasizing the need for stricter regulatory measures. The air quality index (AQI)
data reveals alarming levels of air pollution across major Indian cities. Delhi, for instance,
consistently records high AQI values, indicating hazardous air quality. The population is
seriously at risk for serious health problems due to pollutants such as Sulphur dioxide (SO2),
nitrogen dioxide (NO2), and particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10), which are over allowable

levels.

Cities like Delhi, Kanpur, and Kolkata consistently emerge as pollution hotspots, ranking high
in terms of PM levels and AQI. The variation in pollution levels is stark, with urbanized and
industrialized regions showing significantly elevated pollution levels compared to rural areas.
The sources of pollution in these hotspots are diverse, ranging from vehicular emissions and
industrial discharges to construction activities. To reduce pollution in these places, local
governments have implemented policies including odd-even car schemes, more stringent
emission regulations, and more public transport. But the problems still have many facets,
necessitating all-encompassing approaches.

It is to be noted that, Air pollution is linked to a rise in respiratory diseases, cardiovascular
issues, and increased mortality rates. High pollution levels are directly linked to a rise in medical
emergencies. Chronic exposure to air pollution has severe long-term health consequences,
disproportionately affecting vulnerable communities. Disparities in healthcare access and the
economic burden of healthcare in polluted areas underscore the urgency of addressing the public

health crisis linked to air pollution.
V. EXAMINING DISPARITIES

Socioeconomic factors, such as income and education, directly correlate with vulnerability to
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air pollution. Communities with lower socioeconomic status are more susceptible to its adverse
effects. Vulnerability is rooted in living conditions and occupational exposure, with
impoverished communities often living near industrial zones. Community-led initiatives aim to
raise awareness, advocate for better living conditions, and address these vulnerabilities. Spatial
mapping shows regional disparities in pollution exposure, with urban and industrial zones
having higher levels compared to rural areas. Historical and economic factors contribute to these
disparities, with industrialization often concentrated in specific regions. Community activism

has become a powerful force in affected areas, demanding cleaner air and environmental justice.

Examination of gender, caste, and other social factors reveals complex intersections with
environmental vulnerabilities. Several survey data highlight the diverse impact of air pollution
on different demographic groups. Social factors compound environmental injustices,
intensifying the challenges faced by marginalized communities. NGOs and communities are
taking proactive measures to address intersectional challenges, emphasizing inclusivity in

environmental initiatives.

In Indian slums, environmental pollution is a pressing concern, primarily due to inadequate
waste management systems and limited access to clean energy.'* Unregulated disposal of waste,
often in open spaces or water bodies, contributes significantly to air and water pollution. To
address this, legal frameworks must focus on implementing and enforcing stringent waste
disposal regulations, promoting community awareness, and improving waste collection
infrastructure in slum areas. Further, Indigenous communities relying on wood as a primary
fuel source contribute to deforestation and air pollution.’® Legal interventions should involve
promoting sustainable alternatives, such as clean cooking technologies, to reduce the reliance
on wood. Implementing and enforcing regulations to protect indigenous territories, coupled
with educational programs on sustainable practices, can help strike a balance between cultural

practices and environmental conservation.

Ozone depletion is a global environmental challenge, impacting vulnerable communities. Legal
measures should include strict regulations on ozone-depleting substances, promoting the use of
ozone-friendly technologies, and incentivizing industries to adopt eco-friendly practices.

8 Awareness campaigns can educate communities about the harmful effects of ozone depletion

14 Roshni Majumdar, India: How pollution is affecting people in Delhi's slums — DW — 04/14/2022, (Apr. 14,
2022), https://www.dw.com/en/india-how-air-pollution-is-affecting-people-in-delhis-slums/a-61478591.

15 Sze, J.S., Carrasco, L.R., Childs, D. et al. Reduced deforestation and degradation in Indigenous Lands pan-
tropically. Nat Sustain 5, 123-130 (2022). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41893-021-00815-2

% The Ozone Depleting Substances (Regulation and Control) Amendment Rules, 2014,
https://ozonecell.nic.infhome-page/montreal-protocol-implementation-in-india/regulatory-framework/the-ozone-
depleting-substances-regulation-and-control-amendment-rules-2014/.
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and encourage responsible consumption patterns. Additionally, the widespread use of air
conditioners in India, particularly in urban areas, poses a dual challenge of energy consumption
and UV radiation concerns'’. Legal frameworks should focus on promoting energy-efficient
appliances, setting standards for ozone-friendly refrigerants, and encouraging responsible
disposal of old air conditioning units. Additionally, public awareness campaigns can educate
users about the health risks associated with UV radiation from poorly maintained or outdated

air conditioning systems.

Legal perspectives on environmental inequities in India should prioritize tailored solutions for
vulnerable communities, addressing issues such as inadequate waste management in slums,
sustainable alternatives for indigenous populations, ozone depletion, and responsible use of air
conditioning. By implementing and enforcing robust environmental regulations, fostering
community awareness, and promoting sustainable practices, legal frameworks can play a

pivotal role in mitigating pollution and promoting environmental justice.

V1. MNC-GOVERNMENT COLLABORATION ON POLLUTION - ANTHROPOCENTRIC

AND ECOCENTRIC STRATEGIES

A dual focus on anthropocentric and ecocentric approaches is essential for effective
collaboration between MNCs and governments in mitigating environmental inequities,
particularly in the context of pollution. Balancing human health concerns with ecological
preservation creates a comprehensive strategy that addresses the diverse impacts of industrial

activities on both people and the environment.*®
1. Collaborative Research and Innovation:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: MNCs and governments can jointly invest in research and
innovation to develop sustainable technologies that reduce pollution. This includes

advancements in clean energy, waste management, and pollution control technologies.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Emphasizing the preservation of ecosystems, collaborative
efforts can prioritize technologies that not only benefit human health but also minimize

ecological harm, promoting a balanced and harmonious relationship with nature.

17 The Connection between Ozone Layer Depletion and UVB Radiation, EPA, https://www.epa.gov/ozone-layer-
protection/health-and-environmental-effects-ozone-layer-depletion

18 Tarannum Vashisht, Anthropocentric v. ecocentric approach to the environment - iPleaders, (Aug. 26, 2020),
https://blog.ipleaders.in/anthropocentric-v-ecocentric-approach-to-the-environment/.
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2. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Programs®®:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: MNCs can engage in CSR initiatives directed at mitigating
the impact of pollution on communities. This may involve funding healthcare programs,

providing clean water access, and supporting education on environmental health.

e Ecocentric Perspective: CSR initiatives can also extend to ecological restoration
projects, emphasizing the rehabilitation of natural habitats and biodiversity

conservation, aligning with ecocentric values.
3. Adherence to Environmental Standards and Regulations:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: Governments can enforce and strengthen environmental
regulations to ensure that MNCs operate responsibly, minimizing harm to human health

and well-being.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Regulations can also be designed to include strict ecological
criteria, ensuring that corporate activities align with broader environmental conservation

goals and do not compromise ecosystems.
4. Transparent Reporting and Accountability:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: Both MNCs and governments can prioritize transparent
reporting on pollution levels, ensuring that the public is informed about potential health

risks and necessary precautions.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Transparency extends to the ecological impact of corporate
activities. Reporting mechanisms should include the assessment of biodiversity loss,
habitat destruction, and overall ecosystem health.

5. Community Engagement and Empowerment:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: Collaborative efforts should involve engaging
communities affected by pollution, seeking their input in decision-making processes and

ensuring that their health concerns are addressed.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Empowering local communities can also include initiatives
focused on ecological education, fostering a sense of responsibility towards the

environment and encouraging sustainable practices.

19 Fatima, T., Elbanna, S. Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Implementation: A Review and a Research
Agenda Towards an Integrative Framework. J Bus Ethics 183, 105-121 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10551-
022-05047-8
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6. Investment in Sustainable Practices?:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: MNCs can invest in sustainable production practices,
reducing their environmental footprint and promoting a healthier living environment for

surrounding communities.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Sustainable practices should extend to the preservation of
ecosystems. This could involve MNCs investing in conservation projects, reforestation

efforts, and initiatives that support overall ecosystem resilience.
7. Green Technologies and Circular Economy?*:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: Adoption of green technologies and transitioning towards
a circular economy model can enhance resource efficiency and reduce pollution,

benefitting human health.

e Ecocentric Perspective: Circular economy practices, which prioritize minimizing waste
and promoting recycling, align with ecocentric values by reducing the strain on

ecosystems and minimizing the environmental impact of industrial processes.
8. International Collaboration and Knowledge Sharing??:

e Anthropocentric Perspective: MNCs and governments can engage in international
collaborations to share best practices and technologies for pollution mitigation, ensuring

a global effort to address environmental challenges.

e Eccentric Perspective: Knowledge sharing should extend to ecologically sustainable
practices, promoting a global understanding of how corporate activities can harmonize
with the broader ecological systems.

VI1l. ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS (NGOS)

NGOs play a crucial role in environmental justice by raising public awareness and education
about environmental issues, empowering local communities to participate in protection
initiatives, advocating for stronger environmental regulations, and conducting research to gather

data on pollution levels.? They also advocate for stronger regulations and policies, influencing

2 Liou, RS., Rao-Nicholson, R. Multinational enterprises and Sustainable Development Goals: A foreign
subsidiary perspective on tackling wicked problems. J Int Bus Policy 4, 136-151 (2021).
https://doi.org/10.1057/s42214-020-00080-8

2L soderholm, P. The green economy transition: the challenges of technological change for sustainability. Sustain
Earth 3, 6 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1186/s42055-020-00029-y

22 Michat Chmielecki, Knowledge Sharing in MNCs, Intercultural Interactions in the Multicultural Workplace,
2017, ISBN : 978-3-319-39770-2, https://citations.springernature.com/item?doi=10.1007/978-3-319-39771-9_18
23 Razan Al Mubarak, and Tanzeed Alam, The Role of NGOs in Tackling Environmental Issues, (April 26, 2012),
https://www.mei.edu/publications/role-ngos-tackling-environmental-issues.
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decision-makers to prioritize environmental justice. For example, the Center for Science and
Environment in India has been actively involved in research, advocacy, and public awareness

campaigns, contributing significantly to environmental justice.

However, NGOs face financial constraints, regulatory hurdles, resistance from industries, and
limited resources, which can limit their effectiveness and impact. They rely on grants and
donations, which can limit their scope and sustainability. Regulatory hurdles can be
bureaucratic and legal, while resistance from industries can lead to opposition. Limited
resources can also hinder their ability to achieve widespread impact. The legal battle faced by
Greenpeace in India exemplifies these challenges in environmental activism. Further it is seen
that NGOs work with communities to develop and implement local solutions, ensuring they
align with their needs. They provide training and resources to enhance their capacity to address
environmental challenges independently. Collaborations involve communities in decision-
making processes, fostering inclusivity and shared responsibility. For example, the Vasudha
Foundation in India has successfully implemented projects on sustainable energy solutions and

community-led environmental conservation.

International NGOs are actively involved in air quality monitoring, legal advocacy, and
community engagement. They use technology to measure pollutants and assess their impact on
public health. Successful NGOs use legal mechanisms to hold polluters accountable and
strengthen environmental laws. Innovative models of community engagement are also
employed by NGOs, inspiring adaptive strategies in India. The Environmental Defense Fund
(EDF) in the US is an example of successful legal strategies in reducing air pollution. NGOs in
India operate under the legal framework of the Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act (FCRA)
and are subject to regulatory oversight by the Ministry of Home Affairs. The Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) notification under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, involves
public consultation, providing an avenue for NGOs to participate in decision-making processes.

VIII. CONCLUSION

Conducting surveys and interviews within vulnerable communities provides firsthand accounts
of the impact of air pollution. Data reveals not only health concerns but also the socio-economic
challenges faced, emphasizing the need for tailored solutions. Exploring the narratives of
affected individuals sheds light on their lived experiences. It uncovers the emotional toll of
pollution and the urgency for community-driven initiatives. Understanding the qualitative
aspects of advocacy challenges involves exploring the nuanced dynamics of engaging with
governmental bodies and industry stakeholders. This provides context to the quantitative data

© 2023. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

2078 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 6 Iss 6; 2067]
and highlights the complexities of advocacy work.

The pursuit of environmental justice requires a comprehensive legal framework that
acknowledges the interconnectedness of human well-being and ecological health. Mitigating
pollution impact on vulnerable communities in India necessitates a dual approach—one that is
anthropocentric, prioritizing the well-being of individuals, and another that is ecocentric,
ensuring the preservation of our planet's intricate ecosystems. As legal perspectives evolve, the
collaborative efforts of multinational corporations and governments are vital. Thus, a
harmonious balance must be struck, where legal instruments not only protect vulnerable
communities from the immediate impacts of pollution but also safeguard the delicate balance
of our environment for generations to come. Through inclusive legal frameworks, stringent
enforcement, and a commitment to sustainable practices, we can pave the way for a future where

environmental equity is not just a legal principle but a lived reality for all.
"We won't have a society if we destroy the environment.”

- Margaret Mead
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