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Legal Approach towards Environmental 

Waste     
 

ABHINAV TOMER
1 

       

  ABSTRACT 
An essential precept of ecological equity is that all individuals and networks reserve the 

privilege to a sound domain where they can live, work, learn, and play. With regards to 

electronic waste, the idea of perilous waste must be re-examined to mirror the real factors 

of ill-advised finish of-life the board of electronic parts traded to creating nations. The 

human wellbeing and natural expenses related with deficient control of poisonous 

materials is unsuitably high in creating nations. The Judiciary in India has come out as 

the guardian and custodian of the Indian Environment. It has played a significant role 

from time to time in saving the ecosystems of India from destruction unleashed by short-

sighted developmental policies of the Government of India. A few earth cognizant 

attorneys, residents, natural gatherings and nongovernment associations have met the 

challenge at hand and moved toward the legal executive in light of a legitimate concern 

for the general population. In the current arrangement, legal admittance to natural 

statute has procured a far reaching degree in different measurements. So it is not really 

conceivable by sketch practically all the chose instances of the Supreme Court.  

Keywords: Enviornment, E-Waste , Legal Advancement. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION  
Indeed, India has consistently been in the front of making all potential strides for the security 

and improvement of nature and focusing on maintainable turn of events. Nonetheless, neither 

the law nor nature static. The changing movement of nature is quick to the point that so as to 

keep the law on a similar frequency either laws must be altered regularly to address the new 

difficulties or it must be provided new guidance by the legal understanding. The right to live 

in a clean and healthy environment is not a recent invention of the higher judiciary in India.  

The privilege has been perceived by the legitimate framework and the legal executive 

specifically for longer than a century or something like that. The main distinction in the delight 

in the option to live in a perfect and solid condition today is that it has achieved the status of 

 
1 Author is a Research Scholar at IFTM University, India. 
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an essential right the infringement of which, the Constitution of India won't grant. It was 

uniquely from the last part of the eighties and from that point, different High Courts and the 

Supreme Court of India have assigned this privilege as a crucial right. Preceding this period, 

as brought up prior, individuals had appreciated this privilege not as a Constitutionally ensured 

right instead as a privilege perceived and implemented by the courts under various laws like 

Law of Torts, Indian Penal Code, Civil Procedure Code, Criminal Procedure Code etc. n 

todays‘ emerging jurisprudence, environmental rights which encompass a group of collective 

rights are described as third generation rights. the three principles (Precautionary Principle, the 

Polluter Pays Principle and Sustainable Development were applied together for the first time 

by the Supreme Court in Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India2, case concerning 

pollution being caused due to the discharge of untreated effluents from tanneries in the state of 

Tamil Nadu. The Court, referring to the precautionary principle, polluter pays principle and the 

new concept of onus of proof, supported with the Constitutional provisions of Art.21, 47, 48A 

and 51A(g) and declared that these doctrines have become part of the environmental law of the 

country. 

The regulations advanced by courts are a noteworthy commitment to the ecological statute in 

India. Article 253 of the Constitution of India demonstrates the strategy on how choices made 

at worldwide Conventions and meetings are consolidated into the legitimate framework. The 

plan and utilization of the regulations in the legal cycle for natural assurance are astounding 

achievements in the way of ecological law in India. It is fascinating to take note of that all such 

cases emerged out of open intrigue suit. The significant conventions involved are, 

Ecological contamination and corruption is a significant issue nowadays. Legal executive to 

being a social foundation has a critical task to carry out in the redressal of this issue. The 

advancement of a general public lies in industrialization and budgetary security. However, 

industrialization is in opposition to the idea of conservation of condition. These are two 

clashing interests and their harmonization is a significant test before the legal arrangement of 

a nation. The judiciary in various professions, has brought up that there will be antagonistic 

impacts on the nation's monetary and social condition, if enterprises are requested to stop 

creation. Joblessness and destitution may clear the nation and lead it towards degeneration and 

obliteration. Simultaneously, contaminating businesses approach the dependability of the 

environment. The judiciary was, therefore, of the assessment that as far as possible ought to be 

inside the economical limit of nature. Truth be told, Roscoe Pound's idea of social designing 

 
2 AIR 1996 SC 2715. 
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which advocates for the goal of clashing interests, whereby there will be augmentation of 

enthusiasm with least contact and waste, is very fitting in these cases. The court additionally 

included that there ought to be a fair methodology in the satisfaction of the social needs, 

through industrialization and safeguarding of condition, in light of the fact that the 

contaminated condition is the significant reason for wellbeing risks, particularly of people 

working in the production lines or living in the encompassing zones. It, might, in this manner, 

be affirmed that the Judiciary in India has discovered its suitable answers in the idea of 

maintainable turn of events. 

In Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum v. Union of India3, the Supreme Court opined, the 

conventional idea that advancement and nature are against one another, is not, at this point 

satisfactory, practical turn of events' is the appropriate response'. The beginning of the idea of 

practical improvement was in the Stockholm Declaration in 1972. Thusly, the World 

Commission on Environment and Development 1987 (known as the Brundtland Report) in its 

report, called Our Common Future, gave a positive shape to this idea. In 1992, at the Rio 

Conference it was reaffirmed and battled that the usage of this idea of manageable 

improvement is the genuine method of accomplishment of advancement. The court 

acknowledged the meaning of supportable advancement given by this commission. It peruses 

as, Sustainable Development that addresses the issues of the present without trading off the 

capacity of things to come age to address their own issues. Environmntal legislation could have 

significant influence an sustainable development, just as sustainable development principles 

could greatly influence environmental legislation. The concept of sustainable development 

aims to limit the adverse environmental impact resulting from the quest for social and economic 

development. 

The theory of inter-generational equity has been advanced to explain the optimum basis for the 

relationship between one generation and the next. The hypothesis requires every age to utilize 

and build up its normal and social legacy in such a way that it can be gave to people in the 

future in no more awful condition than it was received. This thought is the need to preserve 

alternatives for the future utilization of assets, including their quality, and that of the common 

habitat. On the off chance that the hypothesis of between generational value can be censured 

for dismissing intragenerational contemplations, the equivalent can't be said of the idea of 

economical turn of events. Both in the Brundtland Report, and in Agenda 21, there is no 

uncertainty that reviewing the awkwardness in riches between the created and creating 

 
3 ibid 
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universes and offering need to the requirements of the poor are significant arrangement 

segments of supportability. Dissimilar to between generational value, intra-generational value 

tends to imbalance inside the current monetary framework. It is advantageous the notice here 

that the issue partner with e-waste are currently being recognized. E-waste is profoundly 

perplexing to deal with because of its synthesis. Over the span of exploration study, found that 

e-waste can possibly chance both human wellbeing and condition additionally long haul effect 

of perilous e-waste prompting natural contaminations. Moreover risky e-waste can stay 

perilous for quite a long time , making it a multi-generational issue.  

Indiscriminately overlooking the disturbing circumstance doesn't mean issue vanished. The 

genuine issue lies in the electronic waste really starts once disposed of. When the waste are out 

of their sight, these are out of psyches as well. Clearly, e-waste being multi-generational issue. 

It is ecological foul play to present and group of people yet to come and subsequently abusing 

the guideline of between generational value. 

Recognition of the public trust doctrine for the protection of natural resources is another 

judicial innovation. In M.C Mehta vs. Kamal Nath4, the doctrine as part of its jurisprudence. 

Our legal system-based on English common law- includes the public trust doctrine as a part of 

jurisprudence. The State is the trustee of all public assets which are commonly implied for 

public use and happiness. Public at large is the recipient of the beach, running waters, airs, 

timberlands and naturally delicate grounds. The State as a trustee is under a lawful obligation 

to secure the characteristic assets. These recourses implied for Public use can't be changed over 

into private ownership. The core of the public trust teaching is that it forces cut-off points and 

commitments upon the govt. offices and their chairmen for the benefit of the apparent multitude 

of individuals and particularly future for ages. Presence of toxins in e-waste bringing about 

natural debasement. Scientist tiring to realize that whether e-waste rules watching the public 

trust convention. Throughout study it is evident that contamination brought about by e-waste 

perceived as natural contamination in specific causes. State as being trustee of all regular assets. 

Ensure the earth. Because of unregulated (Environmentally weak) reusing in casual segment 

present noteworthy test to natural insurance. 

The Precautionary principle or precautionary approach states that if an action or policy has a 

suspected risk of causing harm to the public or to the environment, without logical agreement 

that the activity or strategy is unsafe, the weight of verification that it isn't destructive falls on 

those making the move. This guideline permits strategy producers to settle on optional choices 

 
4 AIR 200 SC 375 
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in circumstances where there is the chance of mischief from taking a specific course or settling 

on a specific choice when broad logical information on the issue is deficient. The standard 

suggests that there is a social duty to shield general society from presentation to hurt, when 

logical examination has discovered a conceivable danger. These assurances can be loosened 

up just if further logical discoveries rise that give sound proof that no mischief will result. 

The countries moving towards the industrial development had to face the serious problem of 

giving adequate compensation to the victims of pollution and environmental hazards under 

polluter pays principle. In the post Bhopal Gas Leak case, this principle was received great 

attention by and it has almost pushed the government and its institutions, including the 

judiciary. In M.C. Mehta v. Union of India5,  a petition was filed under Article.32 of the 

Constitution of India, seeking closure of a factory engaged in manufacturing of hazardous 

products.  While the case was forthcoming, oleum gas spilling out from the plant harmed a few 

people. One of the people passed on. Applications were petitioned for grant of pay. In spite of 

the fact that the court evaded a choice on these applications by requesting that the gatherings 

record suits under the watchful eye of the subordinate courts; the essentialness of the case lies 

in its detailing of the overall guideline of risk of businesses occupied with risky and intrinsically 

perilous action. 

The rule in Rylands v. Fletcher6,  It provides that an individual who for his own motivation 

welcomes on to his property and gathers and keeps there anything prone to do underhandedness 

in the event that it get away, must keep it at his hazard, and on the off chance that he neglects 

to do as such, is at first sight at risk for the harm which is the regular outcome of its departure. 

The risk under this standard is severe obligation. The Supreme Court was very certain that the 

special cases advanced in England to Rylands rule of exacting risk in ensuing choices are not 

appropriate at present in a quickly creating nation like India. These standards were detailed 

when advancements of science and innovation had not occurred. Science and innovation 

couldn't manage the cost of any direction for developing guidelines of obligation reliable with 

Constitutional standards, and the necessities of current economy and social structure. Seeing 

that law needs to develop so as to stay up to date with the monetary improvements occurring 

in the nation, the Supreme Court stressed on their obligations in the accompanying words. 

In Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of India7,  it was held that the Central 

Government is empowered under the Environment Protection Act 1986. to accept all measures 

 
5 AIR 1987 SC 1086 
6 (1866) LR & HL 330  
7 AIR 1996 SC 1446. 
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as it considers vital or convenient to ensure and improving the nature of condition'. In the 

current case, the said forces will incorporate giving headings for the evacuation of ooze, for 

undertaking the therapeutic measures on the culpable business, and to use the sum so recouped 

for doing medicinal estimates The court did as such by repeating the MC Mehta case rule of 

outright risk of unsafe and innately hazardous industry. The court clarified the polluter pays 

principle , as indicated by which the duty regarding fixing harm is that of the culpable business. 

In the conditions, the assignment of deciding the sum required for complete medicinal 

measures is set upon the Central Government 

II. LEGAL REMEDIES FOR E-WASTE IN INDIA 
A Survey of the cases related to environment pollution and eco-imbalances reveals that most 

of the cases were filed under Articles 32 and 226 of the Constitution of India. Article 32 is one 

of the fundamental rights-known as "right to Constitutional remedies" for the enforcement of 

the fundamental rights. This Constitutional obligation of insurance of essential rights has been 

projected on the Supreme Court of India under Article 32 and on the State High Courts under 

Article 226 of the Constitution. The courts while allowing alleviation to the distressed and 

checking exercises harmful to condition have given request, headings and writs every now and 

then. Under open intrigue suit (PIL), courts possess wide powers to allow alleviation and 

forestall any movement imperilling people and harming the earth. A PIL can be brought by any 

open – energetic individual, who may not be a distressed individual, for a typical reason or 

against any action or lead which adversely influences the general population everywhere or 

gathering of people. Indeed, even a wilful organisation can initiate PIL8. 

The Indian Supreme Court has declared time and again that the right to healthful environment, 

pollution free air, potable water is one of the fundamental rights. it is implicit the right to life 

and personal liberty guaranteed under Article 219. High Court has engaged writ petitions under 

Article 32, where wellbeing risky and contamination dispersing exercises have been 

determined/detailed. In M.C Mehta v. Union of India10, the Supreme Court directed the Kanpur 

City Municipal Corporation and other authorities concerned to take appropriate steps to stop 

trade effluents of tanneries from entering into the holy river Ganga.  

It has been observed by the Supreme Court that a public arrangement must be advanced for the 

 
8 S. Shastri, Pollution and the Environmental Law (Rupa Publishers, Jaipur 1990) 17-33 M.C Mehta v. Union of 

India (1988 SCC 471 1988 SCC (Cri )141 141 Olga Tellis V. Bombay Municipal Corpn. (1985) SSC 545 AIR 

1986 SC 180 
9 F.K. Hussain v. Union of India, AIR 1990 Ker 321 
10 (1988) SCC 471 : 1988 SCC (Cri) 141 
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area of substance and different unsafe ventures in zone where the populace is sparse. Bhagwati 

CJ, while delivering judgment in M.C Mehta v. Union of India,11 observed: There is a sure 

component of danger or danger natural in the very utilization of science and innovation and it 

is preposterous to absolutely dispose of such peril or danger inside and out. We can't in any 

way, shape or form receive an arrangement of not having any substance or different dangerous 

industries only in light of the fact that they present peril or danger to the network. We can dare 

to dream to decrease the component of peril or danger to the network by taking all fundamental 

steps. An enterprises which is occupied with unsafe or naturally risky industry which represents 

a possible danger to the wellbeing and security of the people working in the plant and living in 

the encompassing regions possesses an outright and non-delegable obligation to the network 

to guarantee that no mischief results to anybody because of perilous or hazardous nature of the 

movement which it has embraced.  

The endeavours must to held to be under on obligation to give that the perilous or naturally 

risky movement in which it is locked in must be led with the best expectations of security and 

it would be no response to the ventures to say that it has taken all sensible consideration and 

that the mischief happened with no carelessness on its part.12One of the noteworthy 

recommendations of the court was to set up an Ecological Science Research Group comprising 

of free, expertly equipped specialists in various parts of science and innovation, who might go 

about as a data bank for the court and setting up Environmental Courts on local premise with 

one expert appointed authority and two specialists. From the Ecological Science Research 

Group keeping in see the idea of the case and expertise for its settling. 

The Supreme Court in Union Carbide Corporation v. Union of India13, recording a settlement 

between Union of India and the Union Carbide Corporation (UGC). It was declared by 

Ranganath Misra, J. that the principle in M.C Mehta v. Union of India14, that in harmful mass 

misdeed activities emerging out of a dangerous undertakings, the honour for harms ought to be 

corresponding to the monetary predominance of the wrongdoer can't be squeezed to pounce 

upon the repayment came to in the Bhopal Gas Disaster case. If there should be an occurrence 

of mass misdeed activity, similar to this evaluation of harms can be had without appending a 

lot of significance to singular wounds. It was further declared by the court that if the settlement 

discovered is depleted, the Union of India should make great the lack. Requests were issued to 

set up an undeniable emergency clinic equipped as authority emergency clinic for treatment 

 
11 AIR 1987 SC 1086 
12 M.C Mehta v. Union of India, (1987) SCC 395 : 1987 SCC (L &S) 37 : AIR 1987 SC 1086 
13 AIR 1992 SC 317 
14 AIR1987SC1086. 
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and examination of methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas-related afflictions, activities costs of which 

were to the borne by the UGC. The court directed the Union of India to obtain appropriate 

medical group insurance cover to take care of compensation for the children born or yet to be 

born to exposed mother- the prospective victims. The premium was to be paid out of the 

settlement fund.  

Recently pronounced decisions of the Supreme Court make to amply clear that the 

"precautionary principle" and polluter pays principle have to the applied in cases managing the 

issues and polluter pay rule have to the applied in cases managing the issues of untreated 

effluents and harmful materials released by industries. The supreme court declared that looking 

far and wide consequences and gravity of the issue, remediation of the damaged condition is 

an aspect of the cycle of economical of the harmed condition is an aspect of the cycle of 

maintainable turn of events and just as the expense of switching the harmed biology. Further it 

doesn't vindicate an individual from his criminal liability. Consequently, however our present-

day statutes don't have such laws to manage these issues successfully and solidly, yet the courts 

are dealing with these undermining issues. It was likewise pronounced by the court that the 

rule, the precautionary standard and the "polluter pays guideline, have been acknowledged as 

an aspect of the rule that everyone must follow. fixing the supreme risk of the polluters , the 

court saw that once the movement carried on the risky or inalienably hazardous, the individual 

continuing such action is obligated to makegood the misfortune caused to any individual by his 

action, irrespective of the reality whether he took sensible consideration while carrying on his 

action. A top to bottom investigation of the previously mentioned laws and guidelines uncover 

that the issues of unsafe waste and poisonous synthetic substances have not been appreciated 

completely and appropriately15. We are as yet overlooking the impending peril which is 

practically prepared to overwhelm mankind. Threatening offers of the issues of unsafe waste 

and harmful synthetics are undermining the presence of humankind. Enormous mainland’s 

have nearly become the unloading grounds of perilous waste. Numerous European nations 

(England, Germany Italy and so forth.) and South African nations are giving unloading and 

removal locales to cash, along these lines welcoming endemic/unlimited issues. 

Perilous waste and harmful synthetic are a premonition of an awful catastrophe .The World 

Health Organization (WHO) has assessed that more than 5,00,000 people get poisoned by 

pesticides consistently in Third World nations. Mass catastrophe and worldwide obligation 

have additionally confounded and condoned the issues. The hazardous waste of a one nation 

 
15 Indian Council for Enviro- Legal Action v. Union of India (1996) 3 SCC 212 : AIR 1996 SC 1446 in case 

Vellore Citizens Wefare forum v. Union of India (1996) SCC 647 : AIR 1996 SC 2715.  
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are moved to another nation for removal purposes. So it crosses the limits of numerous 

countries. The transboundary transportation issues products the issues as conveying hazardous 

waste implies conveying risky infection of pandemic sicknesses. It's about time that we 

fathomed the issue and took vital, sheltered and sufficient strides to contain or, if conceivable 

to clear out the issue. 

III. ROLE OF NGT 
The Indian judiciary is set to turn ‘green’ with the Law Commission of India (hereafter ‘LCI’) 

recommending, in its 186th Report, the Constitution of specialised courts to fortify and renew 

ecological administration.16 The proposition has its foundations in the call that radiated from 

the halls of the apex court in numerous significant cases. The supreme court has put 

environment health under Art 21 of the constitution of India under the process of progressive 

enrichment of the environmental jurisprudence with principles like sustainable development, 

polluter pays, public trust doctrine, precautionary principle and intergenerational equity.  

The Supreme Court in M.C Mehta v. Union of India observed that environment Courts must 

be set up for expeditious removal of condition cases and repeated it consistently. Aa a 

continuation of it the Appellate Authority Act 1997 were passed by the Indian Parliament. Be 

that as it may, both the Acts demonstrated non-starter. They couldn't cut a lot of ice and there 

was a developing interest that some enactment must be passed to manage the ecological cases 

all the more proficiently and adequately. 

The National Green Tribunal17 (NGT) has been created with an aim to check industrial 

pollution, and permit abused people to move toward the council to guarantee common harms 

for non-execution of natural laws. The NGT is probably going to decrease the weight of the 

courts in the nation as it would take more than 5600 cases identified with condition , as these 

cases would be moved to NGT. Accordingly India has become the third nation in the world to 

have extraordinary courts for ecological issues. 

The Apex court under this case  Bhopal Gas Peedith Mahila Udyog Sangathan. vs Union of 

India18 has directed that the ecological issues and matters secured under the National Green 

Tribunal Act, 2010, Schedule I ought to be organized and prosecuted before the National Green 

Tribunal. Matters established in the wake of coming into power of this Act, or secured under 

 
16 Law Commission of India, ‘186th Report on Proposal to Constitute Environment Courts’, September 2003, 

available at http://lawcommissionofindia.nic.in/reports/ 186th%20report.pdf ( visited on 29/09/2020 at 11:41 am) 
17 The President of India its assent on dt. 2-6-2010 it has repealed the National Environment Tribunal Act, 1995 

and the National Environment Appellate Authority Act, 1997. 
18 (2012) 8 SCC 326 
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the arrangements of this Act will stand moved and can be instituted just before National Green 

Tribunal. It was likewise seen that "this will help in delivering speedy and particular equity in 

the field of condition to all worried." Through this case was moved to the M.P. High Court and 

not to the National Green Tribunal transferred to the M.P. High Court and not to the National 

Green Tribunal as it included regulatory oversight for the correct execution of the sets of the 

Supreme Court. 

IV. CONCLUSION 
Up until this point, scarcely any examples concerning issue of e-waste prevalently has been 

accounted for to National Green Tribunal, since, e-waste is a contamination, which dirties the 

dirt, air and water notwithstanding other adverse effluents like carbon components, alcohols, 

acids and other metallic and non-metallic mixes. So e-waste causes wellbeing dangers to people 

and biological living creatures as a consolidated outcome with different poisons. Regardless of 

whether, It is practically difficult to recognize that whether an individual who takes water from 

a waterway, if, experiences malignancy is an after effect of e-waste or some other toxin. All 

things considered, e-waste is contaminating nature alongside different poisons. Many 

exploration examines have affirmed the presence of e-waste segments in plants and living 

creatures, on account of pollution of e-waste parts in soil, water and air. 

Adjusting to rising natural issues and reflecting various ecological qualities in the current 

natural laws, giving leader bodies the assets required for managing natural issues, and 

regressing forces to neighbourhood establishments and networks any place essential will all 

guarantee better administration of natural resources and e-waste in India. Clear guidelines on 

some aspects of environmental laws and policies will also provide the National Green Tribunal 

with the independence and strength required to deal effectively with environmental litigations. 

Taking genuine notes of e-waste contamination , National Green Tribunal has been issues 

headings to the individual partner under e-waste the board and taking care of rules, 2011, which 

has not been executed in letters and soul. 

The basic requirement is to strictly enforce the EPR and ensure that Producer is made 

responsible for guiding the consumers to the authorised Collection Centres of the E- waste. 

The crucial necessity is to build up more number of Collection Centres and make the residents 

mindful of such focuses in/close to their territory as without Collection Centres the purchasers 

arrange the family unit e-waste either by blending it in with homegrown waste or by offering 

it to the neighbourhood scrap vendor and when the e-waste arrives at the landfill/unloading site 

alongside the other homegrown waste, the poisonous metals/substance penetrate the dirt 
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harming the dirt just as the underground water and furthermore the close by water bodies which 

is hurtful to individuals living in the region. 

***** 
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