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Child Trafficking and Forced Labour in
India: An Analytical Study

SHWETA SINGH' AND DR. SEEMA MODI?

ABSTRACT
Human trafficking stands as one of the gravest organized crimes in India, uniquely

positioning the country as a source, transit, and destination for such activities. Poverty,
illiteracy, limited livelihood options, disasters, and unemployment are the primary drivers,
making men, women, and especially children highly susceptible to trafficking. These
victims, often abducted, recruited, and transferred, are subjected to sexual and labor
exploitation. Child trafficking not only violates children's rights but also exposes them to
significant dangers. In India, children are trafficked for sexual exploitation and various
forms of economic exploitation, including domestic, industrial, and agricultural labor, as
well as work in large and small-scale industries and construction. Trafficked children, as
socially excluded and economically exploited individuals, receive little to no income for
their labor. Unaware of their rights, they are forced into hazardous and unhealthy working
conditions, deprived of education, and basic necessities, effectively becoming forced
laborers.

Keywords: Labour, children, Indian legislation, forced labour, exploitation.

I. INTRODUCTION

Human trafficking, especially involving minors, has become a serious global issue in recent
times, with India being no exception. It transcends cultures, countries, and eras and is the most
severe type of organized crime in the world. "The recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harboring, or receipt of people by coercion, fraud, or deception with the intent to exploit them
for profit is known as human trafficking." In addition, the unlawful trade in human beings for
the purposes of forced labor, commercial sexual exploitation, reproductive slavery, and other
types of exploitation is known as human trafficking. Because it occurs in the modern world, the
practice of human trafficking is referred to be a modern-day variation of slavery.? It is difficult

to pinpoint the exact number of people who are lured or pushed over international borders

! Author is a Research Scholar at School of Law and Constitutional Studies, Shobhit Institute of Engineering and
Technology, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, India.

2 Author is an Assistant Professor at School of Law and Constitutional Studies, Shobhit Institute of Engineering
and Technology, Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, India.

3 Asif, Khan. (2015). Child trafficking in India: A staid predicament. International Journal of Advanced Research
in Management and Social Sciences,
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annually, but even conservative estimates indicate that at least 2.5 million men, women, and
children are trafficked and made to labour in hazardous and depressing conditions against their

will.

Many more are kidnapped, forced to labour under questionable and hazardous circumstances,
and kept hostage by threats of violence, psychological harm, or financial hardship within their
own nations. It is a fact that the rights and dignity of individuals who are trafficked are horribly
violated by human trafficking. According to estimates, 80% of the overall population in India
who are victims of human trafficking are women, and 50% are children. Moreover, people
trafficking generates 20 billion rupees in revenue each year. India serves as a source of
resources, a place of transit, and a destination for thousands of men, women, and children. The
boundary between India’s frontier states and its neighboring countries, including Bangladesh,
China, Pakistan, Nepal, and others, is shared. These countries easily approve the use of their

youngsters for commercial sex.*

The most concerning global issue of our day is child trafficking. Due to religious prostitution,
sex tourism, and pornographic media, a large number of young girls in India are participating
in commercial sex. Briefly said, religious prostitution is known as devadasi pratha in India and
is accepted by society in some regions of the nation. Along with other sites of worship, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Maharashtra all have a prostitution problem
related to religion. Visits arranged inside or outside of the tourism industry that take advantage
of its networks and institutions in order to facilitate a commercial sexual encounter between a
visitor and locals are referred to as "sex tourism." Sex tourism is the most harmful kind of
human trafficking, with pornography ranking second. Pornographic content is produced by sex
traffickers and contains photographs, videos, and films of children in naked as well as scenes
of the youngsters having sex with one other. The creation, acquisition, and dissemination of
pornographic content are commonly linked to traffickers. Individuals that are trafficked either
receive insufficient or no recompense at all. They are commodities that can be used to build
wealth and can be profitably resold again. Misleading migrants into thinking they can earn far
more money abroad than they can at home is a tactic used by traffickers. Moreover, he says that
the growth in global poverty has given birth to international human trafficking. Human
trafficking is mostly caused by poverty. In places where poverty is a symptom of a larger

systemic problem, trafficking flourishes.® In contrast, children who want to work apart from

4 Savita, Singh. (2022). Child Trafficking Leading to Child Labor in India. Research hub, doi:
10.53573/rhimrj.2022.v09i09.001

®Neha., Raj, Kumar. (2022). Child Trafficking in India and Procedures for Prevention and Protection of Children’s
Rights: An Analysis. Institutionalised children exploration and beyond, doi: 10.1177/23493003221110731
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their parents are more likely to emigrate. Additionally, he has emphasized how closely poverty
and human trafficking are related. She also came to the conclusion that human trafficking
violates fundamental rights in a flagrant manner. It also violates the rights to liberty and security
of person, health and medical care, and the freedom from torture, assault, cruelty, and degrading
treatment or punishment. Traffickers and organized crime groups violate human rights most
heinously via the trade and exploitation of human beings. Additionally, to further elucidate the
phenomenon of human trafficking, a scholarly synthesis of criminal justice and epistemological
solutions is used to explain the human trafficking of young women and girls in South Africa
with the aim of forcing them into prostitution. It is evident from the lines that precede that
human trafficking is a problem that affects children in India. As such, a scientific investigation
is desperately needed to examine this problem from a variety of angles and determine the causes

of trafficking in women and children.
I1. CHILD TRAFFICKING AND CHILD LABOUR: MEANING AND CONCEPT

Child trafficking and child labour are two significant issues that plague many countries around
the world, particularly in developing nations like India. These phenomena, while often
intertwined, have distinct meanings and implications, each contributing to the exploitation and

deprivation of children’s rights.
(A) Meaning of Child Trafficking

Child trafficking refers to the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of
children for the purpose of exploitation. According to international standards set by the United
Nations, any child moved for the purpose of exploitation—whether through coercion,
abduction, deception, or the consent of a guardian—is considered trafficked. This definition is
codified in the Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons,
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against

Transnational Organized Crime.®

In India, child trafficking often involves the movement of children within and across state
borders. Children are trafficked for various forms of exploitation, including but not limited to
bonded labour, domestic servitude, commercial sexual exploitation, forced begging, and illegal
adoption. The traffickers exploit the vulnerability of families in impoverished regions,

capitalizing on socio-economic disparities, lack of education, and insufficient law enforcement.

®ibid
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(B) Concept of Child Labour

Child labour, on the other hand, pertains to work that is mentally, physically, socially, or
morally harmful to children and interferes with their schooling. This includes activities that
deprive children of their childhood, potential, and dignity, and that are detrimental to their
physical and mental development. The International Labour Organization (ILO) defines child
labour as work that exceeds a minimum number of hours, depending on the age of the child and
the type of work. For example, for children aged 5-11 years, any economic activity is considered
child labour, whereas for children aged 12-14, more than 14 hours per week is the threshold.

In India, the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986, and its subsequent
amendments, prohibit the employment of children below the age of 14 in hazardous occupations
and processes. Despite legal prohibitions, child labour remains rampant due to socio-economic
factors, including poverty, lack of education, and the informal economy’s demand for cheap,

unregulated labour.
(C) Intersection and Distinctions between Child Trafficking and Child Labour

While child trafficking and child labour are distinct in their definitions, they often overlap in
practice. Trafficked children are frequently subjected to various forms of labour exploitation.
However, not all child labour is a result of trafficking. Children may enter the labour market
independently or through family decisions influenced by economic necessity.

A critical distinction lies in the element of movement and coercion inherent in trafficking. Child
trafficking involves the relocation and exploitation of children through force, fraud, or coercion,
whereas child labour can occur without such elements and often within a child’s home or local
community. Yet, both practices deny children their fundamental rights and expose them to
physical, emotional, and psychological harm.’

(D) Legal and Policy Framework

India has a comprehensive legal and policy framework aimed at addressing both child
trafficking and child labour. Key legislation includes the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection
of Children) Act, 2015, which covers various aspects of child protection, including trafficking,
and the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009, which aims to ensure

that all children receive an education, thereby reducing the incidence of child labour.

The implementation of these laws, however, faces significant challenges. Law enforcement

7 Latika, Yadav., Shabnam, Ansar. (2015). Factors leading to trafficking of children and women in India.. Asian
Journal of Home Science, doi: 10.15740/HAS/AJHS/10.1/227-231

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

2708 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 3; 2704]

agencies often lack the resources and training needed to effectively combat trafficking and child
labour. Corruption and insufficient inter-agency coordination further hamper efforts.
Additionally, socio-cultural norms and economic conditions in various parts of India perpetuate
these practices. Addressing child trafficking and child labour requires a multifaceted approach
that includes stringent law enforcement, comprehensive rehabilitation and support systems for
affected children, and robust socio-economic policies aimed at alleviating poverty and
promoting education. Public awareness campaigns and community involvement are crucial to
changing societal attitudes and ensuring sustainable change. Ultimately, the protection of
children’s rights and the eradication of child exploitation demand a concerted effort from

government agencies, civil society, and the international community.®

IT1. INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK IN COMBATTING CHILD TRAFFICKING IN

FORCED LABOUR

The international community has long recognized the severity of child trafficking and forced
labour, implementing various frameworks to combat these egregious violations of human rights.
These frameworks provide a robust legal and policy foundation aimed at preventing trafficking,
protecting victims, and prosecuting perpetrators. The following discussion delineates the key
international instruments and mechanisms that underpin global efforts against child trafficking
and forced labour.

(A) United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), adopted in 1989, is a pivotal
international treaty that sets out the civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights of
children. It is the most widely ratified human rights treaty in history, underscoring the global
consensus on the need to protect children's rights. Articles 32, 34, and 35 of the UNCRC
specifically address economic exploitation, sexual exploitation, and abduction, sale, and
trafficking of children. These provisions oblige states to take legislative, administrative, social,

and educational measures to safeguard children from exploitation and abuse.
(B) The Palermo Protocol

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children, commonly known as the Palermo Protocol, is a supplement to the UN Convention

against Transnational Organized Crime. Adopted in 2000, the Palermo Protocol is a

8 Suresh, Kumar. (2023). Child Trafficking Continues to Thrive, A Better Coordination Needed to Combat it.
Institutionalised children exploration and beyond, doi: 10.1177/23493003231152674
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comprehensive international agreement that provides a clear definition of trafficking in persons
and mandates measures for prevention, protection, and prosecution. The Protocol defines
trafficking as the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of persons by
means of threat, force, coercion, abduction, fraud, deception, or abuse of power for the purpose
of exploitation. It obliges state parties to criminalize trafficking, protect victims, and promote

international cooperation to combat trafficking networks.®
(C) International Labour Organization (ILO) Conventions

The International Labour Organization (ILO) has been at the forefront of efforts to eliminate
child labour and forced labour. Two critical ILO conventions address these issues: Convention
No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999) and Convention No. 29 on Forced Labour
(1930), supplemented by the Protocol of 2014 to the Forced Labour Convention. Convention
No. 182 requires immediate and effective measures to secure the prohibition and elimination of
the worst forms of child labour, including trafficking and forced labour. Convention No. 29,
along with its Protocol, focuses on the eradication of forced labour and mandates that member
states criminalize and penalize such practices. These conventions emphasize preventive

measures, victim protection, and international cooperation.
(D) Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by the United Nations in 2015, provide
a comprehensive framework for global development efforts until 2030. Goal 8 (Decent Work
and Economic Growth) and Goal 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions) are particularly
relevant to combating child trafficking and forced labour. Target 8.7 of the SDGs specifically
calls for the eradication of forced labour, modern slavery, human trafficking, and child labour
in all its forms. The SDGs underscore the interconnectedness of various socio-economic factors
and the need for holistic and integrated approaches to addressing child trafficking and forced

labour.
(E) Optional Protocols to the UNCRC

In addition to the UNCRC, two Optional Protocols strengthen the international legal framework
against child exploitation. The Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and
Child Pornography (OPSC) and the Optional Protocol on the Involvement of Children in Armed
Conflict (OPAC) address specific forms of exploitation and abuse. The OPSC, in particular,
complements the Palermo Protocol by providing additional measures to prevent the sale of

9 Bir, Pal, Singh. (2022). Legislative and Reformative Approaches to Combat Trafficking of Women and Children
in India. The Social ion, doi: 10.5958/2456-7523.2022.00010.6
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children, child prostitution, and child pornography, and ensuring that perpetrators are brought

to justice.
(F) Regional Instruments and Mechanisms

Various regional instruments and mechanisms also contribute to the international framework
against child trafficking and forced labour. In Africa, the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child (ACRWC) includes provisions that mirror the UNCRC, emphasizing the
protection of children from exploitation. In Europe, the Council of Europe Convention on
Action against Trafficking in Human Beings provides a comprehensive legal framework for

preventing trafficking, protecting victims, and prosecuting traffickers.
(G) International Cooperation and Coordination

Effective combat against child trafficking and forced labour necessitates robust international
cooperation and coordination. Agencies such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), the International Organization for Migration (IOM), and INTERPOL play crucial
roles in facilitating international collaboration. These organizations provide technical
assistance, support capacity-building, and foster cross-border cooperation to dismantle
trafficking networks and protect victims. The international framework for combating child
trafficking and forced labour is extensive and multifaceted, encompassing legal instruments,
conventions, and cooperative mechanisms that together form a robust defence against these
crimes. Effective implementation of these frameworks requires the commitment of national
governments, the engagement of civil society, and sustained international cooperation. By
adhering to these international standards and strengthening enforcement mechanisms, the global
community can make significant strides towards eradicating child trafficking and forced labour,

ensuring a safer and more just world for children.°
IV. INDIAN LEGISLATION IN COMBATTING CHILD TRAFFICKING AND FORCED
LABOUR
India, being one of the countries significantly affected by child trafficking and forced labour,
has developed a comprehensive legislative framework to combat these issues. The legislation

aims to prevent trafficking, protect victims, and prosecute offenders, encompassing various

laws, acts, and policies that address different facets of child exploitation.

The Constitution of India: The Constitution of India lays the foundational principles for

protecting children from exploitation. Article 23 explicitly prohibits human trafficking and

10 R,, Thilagaraj. (2007). Strategies for the prevention of women and child trafficking in India.
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forced labour, declaring such practices as illegal and punishable by law. Article 24 prohibits the
employment of children below the age of 14 years in factories, mines, and other hazardous
occupations. These constitutional provisions reflect the country's commitment to safeguarding

the rights of children and provide a basis for further legislative measures.

Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015: The Juvenile Justice (Care
and Protection of Children) Act, 2015, is a critical piece of legislation that addresses the needs
of children in need of care and protection, including those who are victims of trafficking and
forced labour. The Act provides for the establishment of Child Welfare Committees (CWCs)
and Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs) to ensure the rehabilitation and social reintegration of
affected children. It emphasizes the need for child-friendly procedures and comprehensive care

plans, including education, vocational training, and psychosocial support.

The Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1986: The Child Labour (Prohibition
and Regulation) Act, 1986, and its subsequent amendment in 2016, aim to prohibit the
employment of children in hazardous occupations and regulate their working conditions in other
sectors. The 2016 amendment introduced stricter penalties for violations and expanded the list
of hazardous occupations and processes where child labour is prohibited. It also introduced
provisions for rescuing and rehabilitating child labourers, aligning with the goal of eliminating

child labour in all its forms.

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012: The Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, addresses the sexual exploitation of
children, which is often intertwined with trafficking. The Act provides a robust legal framework
for protecting children from sexual abuse and exploitation, ensuring the prosecution of
offenders and the protection of victims. It mandates child-friendly procedures for reporting,
recording evidence, investigation, and trial of offences, aiming to reduce the trauma faced by
child victims.

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 (ITPA): The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act,
1956, commonly known as ITPA, is the primary legislation aimed at preventing human
trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation. While its focus is broader than child trafficking
alone, the Act contains specific provisions for the protection of children. It criminalizes the
trafficking of persons for prostitution and provides for the rescue, rehabilitation, and
reintegration of victims. The Act also outlines stringent penalties for traffickers and those who

exploit trafficked individuals.

The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976: The Bonded Labour System (Abolition)
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Act, 1976, aims to eradicate bonded labour, a form of forced labour to which many trafficked
children fall victim. The Act declares bonded labour illegal and provides for the identification,
release, and rehabilitation of bonded labourers. It imposes penalties on those who exploit

bonded labour and seeks to dismantle the structures that perpetuate this system of exploitation.

The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection, and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018: The
Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection, and Rehabilitation) Bill, 2018, represents a
significant legislative effort to create a comprehensive anti-trafficking law. Although the bill is
yet to be enacted, it proposes to address trafficking in a holistic manner, covering prevention,
protection, and rehabilitation. It aims to create dedicated institutions, such as Anti-Trafficking
Units and Anti-Trafficking Committees, at various levels of governance. The bill also
emphasizes the need for victim-centric approaches, including timely rescue operations,

immediate assistance, and long-term rehabilitation.

Other Relevant Legislations: In addition to these specific acts, other laws contribute to the
fight against child trafficking and forced labour. The Indian Penal Code (IPC) contains
provisions that criminalize kidnapping, abduction, and trafficking (Sections 361-374). The
Information Technology Act, 2000, addresses cyber trafficking and the exploitation of children
through digital means. The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989, provides additional protections for children belonging to marginalized

communities who are particularly vulnerable to trafficking and forced labour.

India’s legislative framework against child trafficking and forced labour is comprehensive and
multifaceted. However, its effectiveness depends on robust implementation, continuous
monitoring, and a collaborative approach involving all stakeholders, including government
agencies, civil society, and the international community. By addressing these issues holistically,
India can make significant strides in protecting its children from exploitation and ensuring their
rights and dignity.!

V. SUGGESTIONS

Combatting child trafficking and forced labour in India requires a multifaceted approach that
addresses the root causes, strengthens enforcement mechanisms, enhances victim support, and
fosters collaboration among various stakeholders. Based on the analysis of current challenges
and gaps in the existing framework, the following suggestions are proposed to effectively

combat these issues:

11 Aarti, A., Tayde. (2022). Commercial sexual exploitation of children: a menace. Scholarly research journal for
humanity science & English language, doi: 10.21922/srjhsel.v10i52.11502
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(A) Strengthening Legal and Policy Frameworks

Comprehensive Anti-Trafficking Legislation: Enact and implement comprehensive anti-
trafficking legislation that covers all forms of trafficking and provides clear definitions and
stringent penalties. The Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection, and Rehabilitation) Bill,

2018, should be revisited, refined, and enacted to address these needs holistically.

Harmonization of Laws: Ensure harmonization and alignment of various laws related to child
trafficking and forced labour, such as the Juvenile Justice Act, POCSO Act, Child Labour
(Prohibition and Regulation) Act, and IPC provisions, to eliminate overlaps and inconsistencies.

Child-Friendly Legal Processes: Strengthen provisions for child-friendly legal processes,
ensuring that children are not re-victimized during investigation and trial. This includes special

courts for trafficking cases, trained judges and prosecutors, and victim-sensitive procedures.
(B) Enhancing Law Enforcement and Judicial Capacities

Training and Sensitization: Conduct regular training and sensitization programs for law
enforcement officials, judiciary, and prosecutors on the nuances of child trafficking and forced
labour. This should include understanding the trauma experienced by victims and the need for

a victim-centric approach.

Specialized Units: Establish specialized anti-trafficking units within police forces at the state
and district levels, equipped with trained personnel and adequate resources to effectively handle

trafficking cases.

Inter-Agency Coordination: Enhance coordination between various government agencies,
including law enforcement, child protection services, labour departments, and judicial bodies,

to ensure a cohesive and integrated response to trafficking and forced labour.
(C) Strengthening Prevention Measures

Economic Empowerment: Address the socio-economic factors that contribute to child
trafficking and forced labour by promoting economic empowerment programs for vulnerable
families. This includes access to credit, vocational training, and income-generating

opportunities.

Education and Awareness: Implement comprehensive educational programs that raise
awareness about the risks of trafficking and forced labour among children, parents, and

communities. School curricula should include modules on child rights and protection.

Community Vigilance: Foster community-based vigilance mechanisms that can identify and

report suspected cases of trafficking and forced labour. Community leaders, NGOs, and local
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authorities should collaborate to create a protective environment for children.
(D) Enhancing Victim Support and Rehabilitation

Holistic Rehabilitation Programs: Develop and implement holistic rehabilitation programs
for rescued children, including medical care, psychological counseling, education, vocational

training, and family reunification where possible.

Shelter and Protection: Ensure the availability of adequate and safe shelter homes for rescued
children, with a focus on creating a nurturing and supportive environment. These shelters should

provide comprehensive services, including legal aid and social reintegration support.

Legal Aid and Representation: Provide free legal aid and representation to victims of
trafficking and forced labour to ensure their access to justice and compensation. Legal aid

services should be child-sensitive and accessible.
(E) Strengthening Monitoring and Accountability

Data Collection and Research: Establish a robust system for data collection and research on
child trafficking and forced labour to inform policy and program development. Reliable data is
crucial for understanding the scope and trends of these issues and for evaluating the

effectiveness of interventions.

Monitoring and Evaluation: Implement regular monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to
assess the impact of anti-trafficking and forced labour programs. This includes setting up
independent bodies to oversee the implementation of laws and policies and to hold stakeholders
accountable.

Reporting Mechanisms: Strengthen and publicize reporting mechanisms, such as child
helplines and online platforms, to encourage reporting of trafficking and forced labour cases.

Ensure that these mechanisms are accessible, anonymous, and responsive.
(F) Promoting International and Regional Cooperation

Cross-Border Collaboration: Enhance cross-border collaboration with neighbouring countries
to address transnational trafficking. This includes information sharing, joint investigations, and

coordinated efforts to dismantle trafficking networks.

Adherence to International Standards: Ensure strict adherence to international conventions
and protocols related to trafficking and forced labour, such as the Palermo Protocol and ILO

Conventions. Regularly review and update national laws to align with international standards.

Capacity Building: Participate in international capacity-building programs and initiatives to
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learn from best practices and innovative approaches adopted by other countries in combatting

trafficking and forced labour.
(G)Engaging Civil Society and Private Sector

Civil Society Partnerships: Foster partnerships with civil society organizations, including
NGOs and community groups, to leverage their expertise and reach in prevention, rescue, and
rehabilitation efforts. Encourage collaborative projects and initiatives that address child

trafficking and forced labour.

Corporate Responsibility: Engage the private sector in combatting trafficking and forced
labour by promoting corporate social responsibility (CSR) initiatives. Encourage businesses to
adopt ethical labour practices, conduct supply chain audits, and support community-based

prevention programs.

Public Awareness Campaigns: Launch nationwide public awareness campaigns that highlight
the issue of child trafficking and forced labour, educate citizens on their roles in prevention, and
promote zero tolerance for exploitation. Addressing child trafficking and forced labour in India
requires a comprehensive and sustained effort involving legislative reforms, enhanced
enforcement mechanisms, victim-centric support systems, and active participation from all
sectors of society. By implementing these suggestions, India can make significant progress
towards eradicating these practices and ensuring a safe and dignified future for its children.

V1. CONCLUSION

Child trafficking and forced labour are grave violations of human rights that continue to
challenge India’s socio-economic fabric. Despite significant legislative efforts and international
commitments, these issues persist, driven by deep-seated socio-economic disparities, lack of
education, and inadequate law enforcement. This research has highlighted the complexities
involved in combatting child trafficking and forced labour in India, examining the current legal
frameworks, challenges in implementation, and the role of various stakeholders. India has
developed a robust legal and policy framework aimed at addressing these issues, encompassing
a range of laws such as the Juvenile Justice Act, the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, the POCSO Act, and the Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, among others. However, the
effectiveness of these laws is often undermined by challenges such as insufficient enforcement,
lack of coordination among agencies, and socio-economic factors that perpetuate vulnerability

among children.

The international community has also provided comprehensive frameworks through
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instruments like the UNCRC, the Palermo Protocol, and ILO conventions, which offer
guidelines and standards for preventing trafficking and forced labour. India’s alignment with
these international standards is crucial for a cohesive and effective response. To address the
persistent challenges, it is imperative to strengthen the implementation of existing laws, enhance
inter-agency coordination, and promote community involvement. Economic empowerment,
education, and public awareness are vital components in preventing child trafficking and forced
labour. Furthermore, victim-centric approaches that prioritize rehabilitation and reintegration
are essential for the long-term well-being of affected children. Eradicating child trafficking and
forced labour in India requires a multifaceted and sustained effort. By reinforcing legal
frameworks, improving enforcement mechanisms, and addressing socio-economic root causes,
India can make significant strides towards protecting its children and upholding their rights.
The active participation of government agencies, civil society, the private sector, and the
international community is essential to create a safe and just environment where every child can
thrive. Through collective action and unwavering commitment, India can work towards the
eradication of these heinous practices, ensuring a future where children are free from
exploitation and are able to realize their full potential.
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