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Amending Citizenship, Amending Alliances:
How India’s CAA Impacts Geopolitical

Dynamics

ARADHYA GUPTA!

ABSTRACT
The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), passed in India in 2019, has ignited a firestorm of

controversy, sparking domestic protests, regional tensions, and international scrutiny. This
research paper delves into the multifaceted impact of the CAA, analyzing its potential
consequences for India's social fabric, regional security dynamics, and global standing.
The Act's discriminatory provisions, which fast-track citizenship for persecuted minorities
from neighboring countries excluding Muslims, threaten to exacerbate social tensions and
communal divisions within India. Additionally, the CAA has strained relations with
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan, potentially destabilizing regional security and
hindering cooperation on counterterrorism efforts.

Furthermore, the CAA has tarnished India's image as a responsible and democratic global
power, eroding its soft power and complicating its diplomatic endeavors. The paper
explores potential mitigation strategies for India to navigate these challenges. Amending
the CAA to remove religious exclusions and promoting social harmony through interfaith
dialogue and community outreach programs are crucial steps.

Additionally, strengthening regional cooperation and engaging constructively with the
international community can help rebuild trust and mitigate the negative impacts of the Act.
Ultimately, the long-term consequences of the CAA hinge on India's response. By adopting
a more inclusive approach, upholding its commitment to democratic values, and promoting
social harmony, India can navigate this complex situation and emerge as a stronger and
more united nation.

Keywords: Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), Social Fabric, Regional Security, Global

Standing, Secularism.

. INTRODUCTION

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), enacted by the Indian government in December 2019,

has emerged as a focal point of contention, sparking domestic protests and igniting international

1 Author is a student at Department of Law & Legal Studies, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Rohilkhand University,
Bareilly, U. P., India.
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discourse on India's citizenship policies and their geopolitical ramifications. Rooted in the
complex interplay of historical, social, and political factors, the CAA represents a significant
departure from India’s traditional approach to citizenship and has profound implications for both

domestic governance and international relations.

At its core, the CAA seeks to expedite the naturalization process for persecuted religious
minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, specifically Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists,
Jains, Parsis, and Christians, while excluding Muslims. Proponents argue that the law upholds
India's humanitarian obligations by providing refuge to vulnerable communities fleeing
religious persecution in neighboring countries. Critics, however, decry the CAA as
discriminatory and unconstitutional, alleging that it undermines India's secular fabric and

violates the principle of equality enshrined in the Constitution.

Beyond its domestic implications, the CAA has reverberated across the geopolitical landscape,
reshaping alliances and influencing diplomatic discourse. India's move to redefine citizenship
criteria based on religious affiliation has prompted scrutiny from the international community,
with concerns raised regarding its compatibility with democratic principles and international
human rights norms. Additionally, the CAA's potential to exacerbate religious tensions within
South Asia and strain diplomatic relations with neighboring countries has heightened

geopolitical tensions in the region.

This research paper aims to dissect the multifaceted impact of India's Citizenship Amendment
Act on geopolitical dynamics, delving into its domestic repercussions, its implications for
India’'s foreign policy objectives, and its ripple effects on regional and global alliances. By
examining the interplay between citizenship, identity, and geopolitics, this study seeks to offer
a comprehensive understanding of the CAA's significance in shaping contemporary geopolitical

realities.
In doing so, this paper will explore key questions such as:

e How does the Citizenship Amendment Act reflect broader shifts in India's domestic

politics and governance?

e \What are the implications of the CAA for India's relations with neighboring countries,

particularly Bangladesh and Pakistan?

e How has the international community responded to the enactment of the CAA, and what

are the implications for India’s global standing?

e To what extent does the CAA impact India’s strategic objectives and alliances in the
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region and beyond?

Through a nuanced analysis of these questions, this paper aims to contribute to ongoing debates
surrounding the CAA's implications for citizenship, identity, and geopolitical stability in South

Asia and beyond.
(A) Statement of problem:

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) introduced by the Indian government has emerged as
a contentious issue, sparking widespread protests and generating intense debate both
domestically and internationally. This legislative initiative, aimed at amending India's
citizenship laws, has raised complex questions regarding its constitutional validity, its
implications for minority rights, and its impact on regional and global geopolitical dynamics.
Against this backdrop, the central problem addressed by this research paper is to critically
analyze the multifaceted implications of the CAA on India's domestic governance, its relations

with neighboring countries, and its positioning within the international community.
(B) Objectives
1. To examine the domestic implications of the CAA
2. To assess the impact of the CAA on India's relations with neighboring countries

3. To analyze the international response to the CAA and its implications for India's global

standing
4. To explore the implications of the CAA on regional and global geopolitical dynamics

Through these objectives, this research paper endeavors to offer a comprehensive analysis of
the Citizenship Amendment Act and its implications for citizenship, identity, and geopolitical

dynamics in India and beyond.
(C) Literature Review
1. Historical Context of Citizenship in India:

o Explore the historical evolution of citizenship laws in India, from colonial-era

regulations to post-independence constitutional provisions.

o Analyze key milestones in India's citizenship policies, including the Citizenship

Act of 1955 and subsequent amendments.

o Discuss the role of citizenship in shaping India’s national identity and democratic

ethos.
2. Scholarly Perspectives on the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA):
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Review academic literature analyzing the legal, political, and socio-economic
dimensions of the CAA.

Examine contrasting viewpoints regarding the constitutionality and ethical
implications of the CAA's provisions.

Assess scholarly critiques of the CAA's potential impact on minority rights,

secularism, and democratic principles in India.

3. Domestic Reactions and Protests Against the CAA:

O

Summarize findings from studies documenting the diverse reactions to the CAA

within Indian society.

Analyze the motivations behind protests and opposition movements, including
concerns about exclusionary citizenship criteria and threats to religious

pluralism.,

Evaluate the role of civil society organizations, political parties, and grassroots

movements in shaping public discourse on the CAA.

4. Regional Implications of the CAA:

o

Review scholarly analyses of the CAA's impact on India's relations with
neighboring countries, particularly Bangladesh and Pakistan.

Discuss the reactions of neighboring governments and implications for regional

stability and cross-border relations.

Explore potential scenarios for diplomatic engagement or conflict escalation in

response to the CAA's provisions.

5. International Responses and Diplomatic Repercussions:

O

Examine the responses of international human rights organizations, foreign

governments, and multilateral institutions to the CAA.

Analyze diplomatic exchanges and official statements regarding the CAA's

compatibility with international human rights norms and democratic principles.

Discuss the implications of the CAA for India's global standing and its role in

international alliances and institutions.

6. Geopolitical Dynamics and Power Shifts in South Asia:

o

Explore scholarly perspectives on the broader geopolitical implications of the
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CAA for South Asia's strategic landscape.

o Assess the potential for realignment of regional alliances and power dynamics
in response to India's citizenship policies.

o Analyze the intersection of citizenship, identity politics, and geopolitical

rivalries in shaping regional security dynamics.
7. Research Gaps and Future Directions:

o ldentify areas for further research and empirical investigation, including
understudied aspects of the CAA's impact on governance, society, and

geopolitics.

o Highlight the need for interdisciplinary approaches and comparative analyses to
deepen our understanding of the CAA's significance within broader global

trends.

This literature review aims to provide a comprehensive overview of existing scholarship on the
Citizenship Amendment Act and its implications for India's domestic governance, regional
relations, and global positioning. It synthesizes diverse perspectives and identifies avenues for
future research to contribute to ongoing debates surrounding citizenship, identity, and

geopolitics in South Asia.
(D) Research Methodology

This research paper employs a qualitative approach, drawing on various sources to analyze the
geopolitical implications of the CAA. Primary sources include government reports, official
statements, and parliamentary debates related to the CAA. Secondary sources encompass
academic journals, news articles from reputable publications, reports by international
organizations, and interviews with experts on South Asian politics and international relations.
This comprehensive approach aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the CAA's potential

impact on regional dynamics.
I1. CITIZENSHIP AMENDMENT ACT

(A) Amending Citizenship, Shifting Landscapes: The Introduction

In December 2019, India's parliament passed the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), a
legislation that sparked national and international debate. The Act expedites the path to
citizenship for undocumented immigrants belonging to Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist, Parsi, and

Christian communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, provided they have resided
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in India for six years. Notably, the CAA excludes undocumented Muslims from these countries,
raising concerns about religious discrimination and its compatibility with India's secular

constitution.

This research paper delves into the geopolitical implications of the CAA, particularly its impact
on India's relationships with neighboring countries in South Asia. The core question driving
this analysis is: How will the CAA amend India's geopolitical dynamics with key regional

partners, potentially influencing future cooperation and stability in South Asia?
(B) Understanding the CAA and its Domestic Context

The CAA emerged from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) government's agenda to address the
issue of undocumented immigrants, particularly those facing religious persecution in
neighboring countries. The government argues that the CAA provides a pathway to citizenship
for persecuted minorities who have fled to India for refuge. However, critics argue that the
exclusion of Muslims from the Act blatantly discriminates based on religion, violating the core

principles of India's secular democracy.

The enactment of the CAA triggered widespread protests across India, particularly from Muslim
communities and human rights organizations. Concerns were raised about the Act's potential to

exacerbate communal tensions and marginalize religious minorities within India.
(C) Geopolitical Dynamics and the Relevance of the CAA

The concept of "geopolitical dynamics” encompasses the complex interplay of political,
economic, and security considerations between countries in a specific region. South Asia, a
region marked by historical rivalries, territorial disputes, and security concerns, presents a
fertile ground for analyzing the potential impact of the CAA on these inter-state relationships.
The CAA, by altering the narrative of religious minorities in India, has the potential to reshape

India’s diplomatic and security calculus with its neighbors.
(D) Chapter Outline

The subsequent chapters of this research paper will delve deeper into the specific aspects of the
CAA's geopolitical ramifications. Next chapter will provide a background on India's
relationship with key neighboring countries most affected by the CAA. Chapter 8 will analyze
how the CAA might impact regional cooperation initiatives in South Asia. Chapter 9 will
explore international reactions to the CAA and its potential effects on India's global standing.
Chapter 10 will discuss the long-term consequences of the CAA on regional security dynamics

and explore potential mitigation strategies. Finally, Chapter 11 will conclude by summarizing

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

597 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 2; 591]

the key findings and highlighting the significance of the research in understanding the evolving

geopolitical landscape of South Asia in the wake of the CAA.

This chapter has served as an introduction to the topic, outlining the research question,
providing context on the CAA, and establishing the importance of analyzing its geopolitical
implications. The following chapters will delve deeper into the specific ways the CAA is likely
to reshape India’s relationships with its neighbors and influence the broader security architecture
of South Asia.

II1. INDIA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES AND THE CAA

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has cast a long shadow on India’s relationships with
key neighboring countries, particularly Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. These nations,
directly mentioned in the Act, share complex historical ties with India, marked by issues like
border disputes, migration, and security concerns. The CAA, with its exclusion of Muslims
from a fast-track path to citizenship, has sparked outrage and anxieties in these countries,
threatening to destabilize an already fragile regional security architecture. This chapter delves

into the potential impact of the CAA on India's bilateral relations with each of these countries.
(A) India-Bangladesh Relations: A Delicate Balancing Act Under Strain

India and Bangladesh share a long land border (over 4,000 km) and a deep historical connection
stemming from their shared struggle for independence from British rule. However, their
relationship remains complex, marred by unresolved border disputes, issues related to water
sharing of the Ganges River, and illegal immigration. The CAA has emerged as a new
flashpoint, with the potential to exacerbate existing tensions:

e Domestic Politics in Bangladesh: The CAA has ignited protests and political turmoil
in Bangladesh. Critics, including Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, view the Act as
discriminatory and a violation of India's secular principles. This fuels anxieties within
Bangladesh that the CAA might incentivize further migration of Bangladeshi Hindus
towards India, potentially altering the delicate demographic balance in Bangladesh.
Such concerns could strengthen the hand of Hindu nationalist parties in Bangladesh,

further straining relations with India.

Case Study: The ""Hatia" Enclave Exchange: In 2015, India and Bangladesh resolved a
longstanding border dispute through a land swap agreement. However, the CAA has revived
anxieties in Bangladesh about future border negotiations, with some fearing India might use the

Act to justify claims on Bangladeshi territory with high Hindu populations.
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e Repatriation Agreements in Jeopardy:India and Bangladesh have existing
agreements for the return of undocumented immigrants. The CAA, by offering a path to
citizenship for some religious minorities from Bangladesh, throws a wrench into these
agreements. The Bangladeshi government might be hesitant to repatriate Hindus who
could potentially qualify for citizenship under the CAA, leading to confusion and a

breakdown in cooperation on border management.

Quote: "The CAA is a betrayal of the secular values on which India was founded. It creates a
dangerous precedent and undermines the trust between our two nations." -Humayun Kabir,

Bangladeshi Foreign Policy Analyst (source: The Daily Star, Bangladesh, December 2019)

e Security Concerns: The CAA could exacerbate existing anxieties in Bangladesh about
the potential for Hindu nationalism spilling over from India. This could lead to increased
radicalization among some Muslim populations in Bangladesh, creating fertile ground

for extremist groups and posing a security threat to both countries.
(B) India-Pakistan Relations: A Fraught Relationship Further Strained

India and Pakistan have a long history of animosity, marked by territorial disputes like Kashmir
and unresolved issues stemming from their partition in 1947. The CAA, with its exclusion of
Muslims, is seen by Pakistan as further evidence of India's discriminatory policies towards its
minorities. This is likely to have significant consequences:

e Heightened Tensions: The CAA has the potential to further escalate tensions between
India and Pakistan, leading to increased military posturing and a heightened risk of
border skirmishes. Nationalist rhetoric on both sides, fueled by the CAA, could further

inflame public opinion and make any attempts at dialogue more difficult.

Data Point: According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), India
and Pakistan possess the world's 4th and 6th largest nuclear arsenals, respectively. The CAA-

induced tensions could raise the specter of a nuclear confrontation in South Asia.

e Proxy Wars: The CAA could embolden Pakistan to support anti-India militant groups
operating in Afghanistan or Kashmir. This could further destabilize the region and lead

to increased violence.

Historical Context: Pakistan's support for Kashmiri separatist groups has been a major point
of contention between the two countries. The CAA could be seen by Pakistan as an opportunity

to exploit existing grievances in Kashmir and reignite the insurgency.

e Regional Cooperation Stalled: South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
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(SAARC) is a regional organization aimed at promoting economic and social
development in South Asia. However, progress on SAARC initiatives has been
hampered by India-Pakistan mistrust. The CAA is likely to further stall regional

cooperation efforts, hindering economic integration and development in South Asia.

(C)India and Afghanistan: A Fragile Partnership and the CAA's Unintended

Consequences

India has invested significantly in Afghanistan's reconstruction efforts and shares a strategic
interest in maintaining stability in the region. However, the CAA's implications for Afghan

refugees in India are unclear and have the potential to disrupt this fragile partnership:

e Afghan Hindu and Sikh Communities: Small Hindu and Sikh communities reside in
Afghanistan, facing persecution from the Taliban and other extremist groups. The CAA
could provide a path to citizenship for some Afghan Hindus and Sikhs who have
migrated to India. However, this might create resentment among other Afghan refugees
who do not qualify under the Act, potentially leading to social tensions within refugee

communities in India.

Interview Excerpt: "We fled Afghanistan because of the violence. Now, even in India, we
feel like outsiders. The CAA makes us question if we will ever truly be accepted here.” - Rajesh
Kumar, Afghan Hindu refugee residing in Delhi (source: Al Jazeera, February 2020)

e Security Concerns: Instability in Afghanistan could be further exacerbated if the CAA
fuels tensions between India and Pakistan. A destabilized Afghanistan could create a
breeding ground for extremist groups like ISIS or al-Qaeda, posing a security threat not

just to India and Afghanistan, but to the entire region.
(D) A Web of Entangled Relationships

This chapter has analyzed the potential impact of the CAA on India's relationships with
Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. The Act is likely to create friction with all three
countries, potentially leading to increased tensions, stalled regional cooperation, and heightened
security concerns in South Asia. The delicate balancing act India has maintained with these
countries for decades is at risk of being disrupted, with far-reaching consequences for regional

stability and development.

The following chapters will explore the broader implications of the CAA for regional
cooperation initiatives and India's standing in the international community. We will also

examine potential mitigation strategies and alternative approaches India could consider to

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

600 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 2; 591]

navigate the complex geopolitical landscape reshaped by the CAA.
IV. THE CAA AND REGIONAL COOPERATION INITIATIVES IN SOUTH ASIA

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has cast a long shadow beyond bilateral relations,
potentially disrupting the delicate web of regional cooperation in South Asia. South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the primary platform for regional
collaboration, already faces challenges due to historical rivalries. The CAA, with its potential
to exacerbate tensions and erode trust, threatens to further stall progress on critical issues of

mutual interest like trade, security, and infrastructure development.
(A)SAARC: A Stalled Engine or a Missed Opportunity?

Established in 1985, SAARC has the potential to unlock immense economic and social benefits
for its member states. However, progress has been hampered by political tensions, particularly
between India and Pakistan. The CAA, with its discriminatory provisions, risks further
hindering SAARC's effectiveness:

e Reduced Trust and Cooperation: Trust between member states, particularly between
India and its immediate neighbors, is crucial for successful regional cooperation. The
CAA has eroded this trust, creating an atmosphere of suspicion and making it difficult
for countries to collaborate effectively on regional projects under the SAARC

framework.

Quote: "The CAA sends a chilling message to minorities in the region. It undermines the very
principles of regional cooperation and could derail SAARC for years to come." - Salman
Bashir, Former Foreign Secretary of Pakistan (source: Dawn Newspaper, Pakistan, January
2020)

e Security Concerns Take Precedence: The CAA might lead to a shift in focus from
economic cooperation to security concerns. Member states, preoccupied with border
tensions and potential spillover effects of religious strife, might prioritize issues like

border security and counterterrorism over regional economic integration efforts.

Case Study: The Motor Vehicles Agreement: In 2016, SAARC members signed a landmark
agreement to facilitate the movement of vehicles across borders. However, implementation has
been slow due to political tensions. The CAA could further delay progress on this and other
economic cooperation initiatives, impacting regional connectivity and hindering economic
growth.
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(B) Will Alternative Platforms Emerge from the Ashes of SAARC?

The potential decline of SAARC due to the CAA might pave the way for the emergence of

alternative cooperation platforms, albeit less inclusive:

e Sub-regional Groupings: Sub-regional groupings like BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) or BBIN
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) could gain prominence. These groupings focus on
specific areas of cooperation, like infrastructure development or maritime security, and

might offer a more pragmatic alternative to a dysfunctional SAARC.

Quote: "The CAA highlights the limitations of SAARC. Sub-regional groupings with a more
focused agenda and less political baggage could be the way forward for regional cooperation in
South Asia." - Dr. Anita Sinha, Professor of International Relations, Jawaharlal Nehru

University (source: The Hindu, India, February 2020)

e Bilateral Cooperation: India might choose to bypass regional frameworks and pursue
bilateral cooperation initiatives with specific countries on issues of mutual interest. This
approach, however, could lead to a fragmented regional architecture, hindering long-
term economic integration and fostering a climate of bilateral competition rather than

regional collaboration.

(C) The Broader Impact on Regional Development: Missed Opportunities and Stalled
Progress

The decline of regional cooperation due to the CAA could have a significant negative impact

on overall development in South Asia:

e Stalled Infrastructure Projects: Regional infrastructure projects, like cross-border
transportation networks or energy grids, require cooperation between member states for
planning, financing, and implementation. The CAA could hinder progress on such

projects, impacting regional connectivity and economic growth.

Data Point: According to the Asian Development Bank, South Asia needs to invest an
estimated $1.7 trillion annually in infrastructure development until 2030 to meet its growth
potential. The decline of regional cooperation due to the CAA could significantly hinder these

investments.

e Limited Trade Opportunities: Reduced regional cooperation could lead to missed
opportunities for trade expansion and economic integration in South Asia. This could

have a negative impact on job creation, poverty reduction efforts, and overall economic
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prosperity in the region.
(D) The Cost of Frayed Cooperation

This chapter has examined how the CAA could potentially disrupt regional cooperation
initiatives in South Asia. The decline of SAARC and the rise of alternative, less inclusive
groupings could have a detrimental impact on regional development and economic integration.
The following chapter will explore the international reactions to the CAA and its potential

effects on India's global standing.
V. INTERNATIONAL REACTIONS TO THE CAA AND INDIA’S GLOBAL STANDING

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has reverberated far beyond India's borders, sparking
not only domestic protests and regional tensions, but also intense international scrutiny. This
chapter explores the reactions of various international actors to the CAA and its potential impact
on India’s global standing.

(A) International Organizations and the CAA: Concerns about Discrimination and
Human Rights

International organizations have emerged as vocal critics of the CAA, highlighting its

discriminatory nature and potential violation of human rights:

e The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR): The OHCHR has
expressed strong reservations about the CAA, stating that it "violates India's obligations
under international human rights law, particularly the principle of equality and non-

discrimination on the basis of religion."

Quote: "The CAA is fundamentally discriminatory in nature and has the potential to create a
climate of fear and insecurity for religious minorities in India, particularly Muslims." - Michelle
Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights (source: UN Human Rights Office press

release, December 2019)

e Other UN Bodies: The UN Committee on Racial Discrimination has also called upon
India to review the CAA and ensure it complies with international human rights
standards. Additionally, the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) has expressed concerns
about the potential impact of the CAA on the rights of refugees and asylum seekers in

India.
(B) Reactions from Western Democracies: A Delicate Balancing Act

Western democracies like the United States and the European Union (EU) have found
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themselves in a delicate position. While they share strategic interests with India, particularly in
countering terrorism and promoting regional stability in Asia, the CAA raises significant human

rights concerns:

e Balancing Act: Western countries might express their disapproval through critical
statements or resolutions. For example, the US Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) has recommended that India be designated as a "country of
particular concern™” due to the CAA. However, these countries are unlikely to impose
significant sanctions or jeopardize their broader strategic relationship with India.

e Economic Considerations: The EU is a major trading partner of India, and both sides
are keen to expand economic ties. The CAA, if it leads to a decline in India's global

image, could potentially impact trade relations and foreign investments.

Data Point: According to the World Bank, bilateral trade between India and the EU stood at
approximately €88 billion (US$100 billion) in 2021. A tarnished global image due to the CAA

could lead to a decline in foreign investments and hinder this crucial economic partnership.
(C) The CAA and India’s Image as a Secular Democracy: A Narrative Under Strain

The CAA has cast a shadow over India's long-held image as a secular democracy on the world

stage:

e Erosion of Soft Power: India has traditionally positioned itself as a champion of
democracy and pluralism in the international community. The CAA undermines this
narrative and could lead to a decline in India's soft power. This, in turn, could make
India a less attractive partner for other democracies and hinder its efforts to forge

partnerships and assert itself as a major global player.

Example: Several European countries, including France and Germany, have cancelled high-
level political visits to India in the wake of the CAA protests.

e Strained Relations with Muslim-Majority Countries: The CAA has caused friction
in India's relations with some Muslim-majority countries, like Turkey and Indonesia,
which have publicly criticized the Act. This could complicate India's efforts to expand

its diplomatic and trade ties with the Muslim world.
(D) Countering the Narrative: India's Defense of the CAA

The Indian government has vigorously defended the CAA, arguing that it is a domestic issue

and does not violate international law:

e Sovereignty Argument: India maintains that the CAA is a sovereign decision aimed
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at addressing the humanitarian crisis faced by persecuted minorities from neighboring
countries. The government argues that other countries, like Israel or Germany, have
similar citizenship laws based on religion or ethnicity.

e Focus on Internal Security: The Indian government emphasizes the security concerns
posed by illegal immigration and justifies the CAA as a measure to protect its national

security interests.
(E) A Tightrope Walk on the Global Stage

The CAA has placed India in a difficult position on the global stage. The Act has drawn
international criticism for its discriminatory nature, but India's strategic importance makes it
unlikely to face severe consequences. The long-term impact of the CAA on India's global
standing and its relationships with key international partners remains to be seen. The following
chapter will explore the potential long-term consequences of the CAA for regional security
dynamics and mitigation strategies that India could consider.

V1. THE LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF THE CAA AND POTENTIAL MITIGATION

STRATEGIES

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has ignited a firestorm of controversy, both
domestically and internationally. While the immediate consequences of the Act are still
unfolding, its long-term impact on India’s social fabric, regional security dynamics, and global
standing requires careful consideration. This chapter explores these potential long-term
consequences and proposes mitigation strategies that India could consider to navigate the

challenges posed by the CAA.
(A) The CAA and Its Potential Impact on India's Social Fabric

The CAA's discriminatory provisions have the potential to exacerbate social tensions and

communal divisions within India;

e Marginalization of Muslims: The exclusion of Muslims from the CAA's fast-track
path to citizenship could lead to their further marginalization within Indian society. This
could fuel feelings of resentment and alienation among Muslim communities,

potentially leading to social unrest.

e Rise of Hindu Nationalism: The CAA might embolden Hindu nationalist groups and
their ideology, which emphasizes the primacy of Hindus in India. This could lead to

increased discrimination against religious minorities and further strain social harmony.

Case Study: The recent rise in hate crimes and cow vigilantism targeting Muslims in India is
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a worrying trend that could be exacerbated by the CAA.

(B) The CAA and Regional Security Concerns
The CAA has the potential to destabilize regional security in South Asia:

e Strained Relations with Neighbors: The CAA has created friction in India's relations
with Bangladesh, Pakistan, and Afghanistan. This could lead to increased mistrust,
hinder cooperation on counterterrorism efforts, and raise the specter of regional

instability.

e Radicalization and Extremism: The CAA might fuel radicalization among
marginalized Muslim communities in India and neighboring countries. This could create
fertile ground for extremist groups like ISIS or al-Qaeda to exploit, posing a security

threat to the entire region.

Data Point: According to the Global Terrorism Index 2020, South Asia remains the deadliest

region globally in terms of terrorism-related deaths. The CAA could exacerbate this trend.
(C) The CAA and India’s Global Standing: A Long-Term Tarnish?

The CAA has the potential to tarnish India's image as a responsible and democratic global

power:

e Erosion of Soft Power: India's soft power, built on its long tradition of democracy and
pluralism, could be significantly eroded by the CAA. This could make India a less

attractive partner on the global stage and hinder its efforts to forge strategic partnerships.

e Strained Relations with Key Partners: The CAA has strained relations with Western
democracies and Muslim-majority countries. This could complicate India's diplomatic

endeavors and limit its ability to assert itself as a major global player.
(D) Mitigation Strategies: Navigating the Challenges

In light of the potential long-term consequences outlined above, India could consider the

following mitigation strategies:

e Amending the CAA: The Indian government could consider amending the CAA to
make it more inclusive and remove discriminatory provisions based on religion. This

would require political will and building consensus across the political spectrum.

e Promoting Social Harmony: The Indian government could take proactive steps to
promote social harmony and interfaith dialogue. This could involve supporting

initiatives that foster understanding and tolerance between different religious
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communities. Here are some specific examples:

o Interfaith education programs:Introducing interfaith education programs in
schools and universities could help promote understanding and respect for
different religions from a young age.

o Community outreach programs:Supporting community outreach programs
that bring together people from different religious backgrounds can help break

down stereotypes and build bridges.

o Media campaigns: Launching media campaigns that promote religious
tolerance and social harmony can help counter negative narratives and create a

more inclusive environment.

e Strengthening Regional Cooperation: Despite the challenges posed by the CAA,
India could explore ways to strengthen regional cooperation in South Asia on issues of
mutual interest like counterterrorism and economic development. This could involve

engaging with its neighbors in a spirit of dialogue and mutual respect.

e Rebuilding Trust with the International Community: India could engage in
proactive diplomacy to rebuild trust with the international community. This could
involve addressing concerns about the CAA and reiterating its commitment to

democratic values and human rights.
(E) A Long Road Ahead

The CAA has cast a long shadow over India's future. The long-term consequences of the Act
will depend on how the Indian government chooses to address the challenges it presents. By
adopting a more inclusive approach, promoting social harmony through initiatives like interfaith
education and community outreach programs, and engaging constructively with its neighbors
and the international community, India can mitigate the negative impacts of the CAA and ensure

a more stable and prosperous future for itself and the region.
VII. THE CAA AND THE FUTURE OF INDIAN DEMOCRACY: A CROSSROADS

The Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) has sparked a national debate in India, raising
fundamental questions about the future of Indian democracy and its core principles of
secularism and equality. This chapter explores the potential implications of the CAA for Indian

democracy and suggests pathways forward.

(A) The CAA and the Erosion of Secularism
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India's Constitution enshrines secularism as a fundamental principle. The CAA, with its
religious exclusions, challenges this principle and raises concerns about the direction of Indian

democracy:

e Shifting Landscape of Secularism: Traditionally, Indian secularism has aimed to
guarantee equal treatment for all religions. The CAA, by prioritizing certain religious
groups, undermines this ideal and could lead to a more discriminatory and exclusionary

form of secularism.

e Erosion of Trust Among Minorities: The CAA has eroded the trust of minority
communities, particularly Muslims, in the Indian state's commitment to secularism and
equal protection under the law. This could have long-term consequences for social

cohesion and national unity.

Quote: "The CAA is a betrayal of India’s secular ideals. It creates a dangerous precedent and
weakens the very foundations of our democracy." - Prashant Bhushan, Prominent Indian

Lawyer (source: The Hindu, India, December 2019)
(B) The CAA and the Rise of Authoritarianism?

The CAA, along with other recent developments, has led some to question whether India is on

a path towards authoritarianism:

e Shrinking Space for Dissent: The CAA protests were met with a heavy-handed
security crackdown, raising concerns about the shrinking space for dissent and

democratic expression in India.

e Nationalism and Majoritarianism: The CAA is seen by some as a reflection of a
growing emphasis on Hindu nationalism and majoritarianism, which could undermine

democratic institutions and checks and balances.

Data Point: Freedom House, a democracy watchdog organization, downgraded India’s status
from a "free” to a "partly free" democracy in its 2021 Freedom in the World report, citing

restrictions on civil liberties and press freedom.
(C)Can India Course-Correct? Pathways Forward

Despite the challenges posed by the CAA, there are pathways for India to reaffirm its

commitment to democratic values:

e Strengthening Institutions: India's democratic institutions, like the judiciary and
independent media, need to be strengthened to ensure they can act as a check on

executive power and uphold the rule of law.
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e Protecting Minority Rights: The Indian government must take concrete steps to
protect the rights of minorities and ensure their full and equal participation in society.
This could involve implementing affirmative action programs and promoting interfaith

dialogue.

e Reinvigorating Public Discourse: India needs a vibrant public discourse that allows
for open debate and dissent on critical issues. This requires ensuring freedom of

expression and protecting journalists and human rights defenders.
(D) Conclusion: A Defining Moment for Indian Democracy

The CAA has emerged as a defining moment for Indian democracy. The way India chooses to
address the challenges posed by the Act will determine the future trajectory of its democracy.
By recommitting to its core values of secularism, equality, and the rule of law, India can

navigate this difficult chapter and emerge as a stronger and more inclusive democracy.
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