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Acid Attacks in India 
    

SHALINI ALIAS SIMMY
1 

         

  ABSTRACT 
Acid attacks are a form of gender-based violence that has been prevalent in India for several 

years. The attacks are perpetrated mainly against women and girls, and the motive behind 

such attacks can range from revenge to jealousy, to a sense of entitlement over the victim's 

body. The impact of acid attacks can be devastating, resulting in severe physical, emotional, 

and psychological trauma, disfigurement, and even death. In recent years, the government 

of India has taken steps to prevent and address acid attacks, including strict regulation of 

the sale and purchase of acid, awareness campaigns, education and employment 

opportunities, strong laws and penalties, rehabilitation and support for the victims, and 

community policing. However, despite these efforts, acid attacks continue to occur in India, 

and many victims do not receive adequate support and justice. 

Keywords: Acid, Attack, India. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Acid attacks are a heinous form of violence that can cause lifelong physical and psychological 

damage to the victim. Unfortunately, India has seen a significant number of acid attacks in 

recent years. According to a report by Acid Survivors Foundation India (ASFI), there were 244 

reported cases of acid attacks in India in 2019. The actual number of cases may be much higher, 

as many incidents go unreported due to the social stigma attached to such attacks. The majority 

of acid attack victims in India are women, and the attacks are often motivated by domestic 

disputes, rejected advances, or other forms of revenge. The availability of acid is also a 

contributing factor, as it can be easily purchased for as little as 30 rupees (approximately 40 

cents) in some parts of the country. 

The Indian government has taken steps to address the issue of acid attacks, including introducing 

stricter laws and regulations. In 2013, the Indian Supreme Court directed state governments to 

regulate the sale of acid, and the Ministry of Home Affairs issued guidelines for the treatment 

and rehabilitation of acid attack survivors. NGOs and activists have also been working to raise 

awareness about acid attacks and provide support to survivors. Organizations like Stop Acid 

Attacks and Chhanv Foundation have been providing medical and legal assistance, as well as 

rehabilitation and livelihood training for survivors. Despite these efforts, acid attacks continue 
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to be a major problem in India. More needs to be done to address the root causes of the problem 

and provide better support for survivors. Acid attacks in India have a long and tragic history. 

The first recorded case of an acid attack in India dates back to 1967, when a woman named 

Lakshmi Agarwal was attacked by a man whose advances she had rejected. Since then, there 

have been numerous incidents of acid attacks in the country, with the vast majority of victims 

being women. In the 1980s and 1990s, acid attacks were often used as a form of revenge against 

women who had rejected marriage proposals or advances from men. In some cases, women 

were attacked by their own family members, often due to disputes over property or other 

financial matters. The problem of acid attacks gained wider public attention in India in the early 

2000s, thanks in part to the advocacy work of acid attack survivors like Lakshmi Agarwal. In 

2013, the Indian Supreme Court ordered the government to regulate the sale of acid and 

introduced stricter laws for punishing perpetrators of acid attacks. 

Acid attacks are a horrific form of violence that has become a growing concern in India. These 

attacks can leave victims with life-changing physical and emotional scars. In response, the 

Indian government has introduced a number of measures to combat acid attacks, and the police 

play an important role in enforcing these measures and supporting victims. In 2013, the Indian 

government introduced the Acid Attacks Survivors (Regulation of Acids, Sale, Possession and 

Use) Bill, which regulates the sale and possession of acid and provides for harsh penalties for 

those who commit acid attacks. The police play a crucial role in enforcing this law and ensuring 

that perpetrators are brought to justice. In addition to enforcing the law, the police also have a 

responsibility to support victims of acid attacks. This includes providing immediate medical 

assistance, as well as emotional and psychological support. The police should also work closely 

with organizations that provide rehabilitation and legal assistance to survivors of acid attacks. 

Despite these efforts, acid attacks continue to occur in India, and more needs to be done to 

prevent them from happening. This includes raising awareness about the issue, increasing 

access to education and employment opportunities for women, and addressing the underlying 

social and cultural factors that contribute to violence against women. 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) in India releases an annual report on crime 

statistics in the country. The report includes data on acid attacks. Here are some of the key 

findings from the latest available report, which is for the year 2019: 

• A total of 244 cases of acid attacks were reported in India in 2019, which is a decrease 

of 7.8% from the previous year. 

• The majority of the victims (72.1%) were women. 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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• Uttar Pradesh reported the highest number of acid attack cases (51), followed by West 

Bengal (37), and Delhi (29). 

• Among the victims, the highest number of cases (35.2%) was related to disputes over 

property. 

• In 72.1% of the cases, the perpetrator was known to the victim. 

It is important to note that these figures represent only the reported cases, and the actual number 

of acid attacks may be higher as many cases go unreported due to social stigma, fear of 

retaliation, and lack of trust in the justice system. 

II. CAUSES ACID ATTACK 

Acid attacks, also known as acid violence or acid throwing, can have various causes. Here are 

some possible reasons: 

• Revenge or retaliation: In some cases, acid attacks may be a form of revenge or 

retaliation for a perceived wrong, such as a rejected marriage proposal or a dispute over 

property. 

• Domestic violence: Domestic violence is a common cause of acid attacks, with 

perpetrators often targeting their spouses or partners. 

• Gender-based violence: Acid attacks are sometimes used as a weapon to intimidate or 

punish women and girls who have "disobeyed" traditional gender roles or cultural 

norms. 

• Robbery or theft: In rare cases, acid attacks may be carried out during a robbery or theft, 

often as a way to immobilize the victim and prevent them from calling for help. 

• Accidents: Acid attacks can also happen accidentally, for example, if a person 

mishandles or spills acid while working with it in a laboratory or factory. 

• Rejection of marriage proposals: In some cultures, women who reject marriage 

proposals may be at risk of acid attacks or other forms of violence. 

• Spurned advances: Women, who reject the advances of men, whether they are strangers 

or acquaintances, may also be targeted. 

• Honour-based violence: Acid attacks may be used as a way to punish women and girls 

who are perceived to have brought shame or dishonour to their families. 

• Jealousy: In some cases, women may be targeted with acid attacks by other women who 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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are jealous of their beauty, success, or relationships. 

III. LAWS ACID ATTACK 

(A) International Legal Framework  

The international legal framework for acid attacks includes several conventions, treaties, and 

declarations aimed at preventing and addressing such attacks. Here are some examples: 

• Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW): CEDAW is an international treaty adopted by the United Nations General 

Assembly in 1979. It aims to eliminate discrimination against women and ensure their 

full participation in society. Article 16 of the Convention recognizes the right of women 

to be free from violence, including physical and mental violence, such as acid attacks. 

• Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC): The CRC is an international treaty 

adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1989. It aims to protect the rights 

of children and promote their well-being. Article 19 of the Convention recognizes the 

right of children to be protected from all forms of violence, including acid attacks. 

• Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (ICC): The ICC is a treaty adopted in 

1998 that established the International Criminal Court. The ICC has jurisdiction over 

war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide. Acid attacks can be considered as 

crimes against humanity under the Rome Statute. 

• United Nations General Assembly Resolution on Acid Violence: In 2013, the UN 

General Assembly adopted a resolution on acid violence, recognizing the need for 

international cooperation to prevent and address acid attacks. The resolution calls on 

member states to regulate the sale and purchase of acid, provide medical and 

psychological assistance to the victims, and hold the perpetrators accountable. 

(B) National Legal Framework  

Acid attacks are a heinous crime that causes serious physical, emotional, and psychological 

harm to the victim. In India, acid attacks are considered a serious offense, and there are laws in 

place to punish the perpetrators. 

The Indian Penal Code (IPC) has several provisions related to acid attacks. 

Section 326A of the IPC defines acid attacks and provides for punishment. The section reads as 

follows: 

“Whoever causes permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or burns or maims or disfigures 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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or disables, any part or parts of the body of a person or causes grievous hurt by throwing acid 

or by administering acid to that person or by using any other means with the intention of causing 

or with the knowledge that he is likely to cause such injury or hurt, shall be punished with 

imprisonment of either description for a term which shall not be less than ten years but which 

may extend to imprisonment for life, and with fine.” 

Section 326B provides for punishment for attempted acid attacks. The section reads as follows: 

“Whoever attempts to cause permanent or partial damage or deformity to, or throws or attempts 

to throw acid or any other corrosive substance on, or attempts to burn or maim or disfigure or 

disable, any part or parts of the body of a person, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 

description for a term which shall not be less than five years but which may extend to seven 

years, and shall also be liable to fine.” 

The Indian government has enacted the “Acid Attacks and Prevention Act” in 2013 to 

regulate acid attacks and provide relief to the victims. Some of the key provisions of the law 

are: 

• Criminalization of Acid Attacks: Acid attacks are a criminal offense punishable with 

imprisonment for a term not less than ten years and may extend to life imprisonment, 

along with a fine. 

• Compensation for Victims: The law mandates that the victim of an acid attack is entitled 

to compensation, which includes medical expenses, loss of livelihood, and rehabilitation 

costs. 

• Punishment for Offenders: The Act provides for stringent punishment for those who 

attempt to commit acid attacks, including imprisonment of up to seven years. 

• Regulation of Sale of Acid: The law mandates that the sale of acid is regulated and acid 

cannot be sold to any person below the age of eighteen years. The seller must maintain 

a record of the sale, including the details of the buyer. 

• Fast-track Courts: The law provides for the establishment of fast-track courts to ensure 

speedy trial and punishment of the offenders 

The Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) in India provides the legal framework for criminal 

investigation, trial, and appeal. In cases of acid attacks, the CrPC lays down the procedures that 

law enforcement agencies and the courts must follow. Here are some of the key provisions of 

the CrPC related to acid attacks: 

• Registration of FIR: Any person who has information about an acid attack must report 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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it to the police, who are bound to register an FIR (First Information Report) and initiate 

an investigation. 

• Investigation: The police must conduct a fair and impartial investigation to gather 

evidence and identify the perpetrator. In cases of acid attacks, the investigation should 

be completed within two months. 

• Arrest and Remand: The police may arrest the accused if there is sufficient evidence 

against them. The accused must be produced before a magistrate within 24 hours of 

arrest. The court may grant remand (custody) of the accused for a maximum of 15 days 

to facilitate the investigation. 

• Charge Sheet and Trial: If the investigation establishes a prima facie case against the 

accused, the police must file a charge sheet before the court. The court then conducts a 

trial, where the prosecution presents evidence to prove the guilt of the accused beyond 

reasonable doubt. 

• Victim's Rights: The CrPC provides for the protection of the victim's rights, including 

the right to be informed about the progress of the investigation, to participate in the trial, 

to engage a lawyer, and to receive compensation and rehabilitation. 

• Appeals: The accused and the victim may appeal against the judgment of the trial court 

to the higher courts, as per the provisions of the CrPC. 

IV. CASES 

There have been several notable cases related to acid attacks in India. Here are a few examples: 

• Laxmi Agarwal Case: Laxmi Agarwal is an acid attack survivor and activist who was 

attacked at the age of 15. In 2013, the Supreme Court of India ordered the central and 

state governments to regulate the sale of acid and provide compensation and medical 

treatment to acid attack victims. Laxmi's story was also the inspiration behind the 

Bollywood movie "Chhapaak". 

• Sonali Mukherjee Case: Sonali Mukherjee was attacked with acid in 2003 when she was 

just 17 years old. She lost her eyesight and her face was disfigured. In 2012, the Supreme 

Court of India ordered the Bihar government to pay Rs 25 lakhs as compensation to 

Sonali, and also directed the central government to consider enacting a law to regulate 

the sale of acid. 

• Zakira Sheikh Case: Zakira Sheikh was attacked with acid by her brother-in-law in 2004. 

https://www.ijlmh.com/
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She lost her eyesight and her face was severely disfigured. In 2017, a Mumbai court 

sentenced the brother-in-law to life imprisonment for the attack. 

These are just a few examples of the judicial cases related to acid attacks in India. While the 

government has taken steps to prevent and address acid attacks, it is important to continue to 

ensure that the perpetrators are brought to justice and that the victims receive the support and 

compensation they need to rebuild their lives. 

V. PREVENTION ACID ATTACK  

Acid attacks are a heinous crime, and prevention of such attacks is crucial to ensure the safety 

and security of individuals. Here are some of the steps that can be taken to prevent acid attacks: 

• Strict Regulation: The sale, purchase, possession, and use of acid should be strictly 

regulated by the government. Acid should be sold only to those who have a valid reason, 

and its sale should be monitored closely. The government can also mandate that the acid 

be diluted or made less corrosive to reduce its potential harm. 

• Awareness Campaigns: Awareness campaigns can be launched to educate people about 

the severity of acid attacks, the consequences of such attacks, and how to prevent them. 

These campaigns can be aimed at both potential victims and perpetrators. 

• Education and Employment: Education and employment can be an effective way to 

prevent acid attacks. Educated and employed individuals are less likely to resort to such 

heinous crimes, and women empowerment can help reduce their vulnerability. 

• Strong Laws and Penalties: The government should enact strong laws and penalties to 

deter perpetrators from committing such crimes. The punishment for acid attack crimes 

should be severe, and a quick investigation and trial can act as a deterrent. 

• Rehabilitation and Support: Victims of acid attacks require extensive physical and 

mental support. The government can provide free medical care and counselling to the 

victims, and also provide them with vocational training and rehabilitation to help them 

reintegrate into society. 

• Community Policing: Community policing can be an effective way to prevent acid 

attacks. The police can work closely with the community to identify potential 

perpetrators, monitor the sale and purchase of acid, and provide security to potential 

victims. 

VI. CONCLUSION 
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Acid attacks are a horrific crime that can cause physical, emotional, and psychological damage 

to the victim. These attacks are a violation of the victim's basic human rights and have no place 

in a civilized society. It is essential to prevent such attacks from happening by implementing 

strict regulations on the sale and purchase of acid, awareness campaigns, education and 

employment opportunities, strong laws and penalties, rehabilitation and support for the victims, 

and community policing. 

It is equally important to provide justice to the victims of acid attacks. This can be done by 

ensuring a fair and impartial investigation and trial, and by providing compensation and 

rehabilitation to the victim. The society should also work towards changing the narrative 

surrounding acid attacks, by removing the social stigma and providing support and care to the 

victims. Acid attacks are a heinous crime that requires a concerted effort from the government, 

law enforcement agencies, civil society, and the public to prevent them. It is also crucial to 

provide justice and support to the victims to help them overcome the trauma and reintegrate into 

society. 

***** 
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