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Al in Legal Education: Balancing
Opportunities and Challenges in the Sri
Lankan Context

DR. MENAKA HARANKAHA! AND K A A N THILAKARATHNA?

ABSTRACT
The integration of artificial intelligence (Al) into legal education presents significant

opportunities for enhancing pedagogical practices and administrative efficiency. This
research investigates the effective incorporation of Al within Sri Lankan legal education,
where current guidelines for its use are lacking. Utilizing a qualitative methodology with a
doctrinal approach, the study analyzes existing literature and practices to identify the
potential benefits and challenges associated with Al integration. The findings reveal that Al
can streamline information retrieval, provide personalized learning experiences, and
enhance the efficiency of administrative tasks, thereby modernizing traditional educational
frameworks. However, the research also highlights the ethical concerns surrounding data
privacy, intellectual property, and the risk of over-reliance on Al tools, which may
undermine essential critical thinking skills. In response to these challenges, this study
proposes comprehensive policy guidelines aimed at facilitating responsible Al integration
in legal education. These guidelines emphasize the importance of academic integrity,
critical engagement, and human oversight in utilizing Al technologies. By establishing clear
protocols for the ethical use of Al, this research aims to safeguard the quality of legal
education while allowing for innovative teaching methods and administrative
improvements. The conclusion underscores the necessity of balancing technological
advancements with the foundational skills and values inherent to legal practice, ensuring
that Al serves as an enhancement rather than a replacement in the educational landscape
of Sri Lanka. Through thoughtful adoption of Al, Sri Lankan law faculties can empower
future legal professionals to navigate an increasingly complex and data-driven environment

while upholding the rigorous standards of the legal profession.

. INTRODUCTION

Artificial intelligence has swiftly transformed various fields, and legal education is no

1 Author is a Senior Lecturer at Department of Commercial Law, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka.
2 Author is a Lecturer at Department of Public and International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri
Lanka.
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exception®. As Al-driven tools become more sophisticated, they are changing how legal
knowledge is accessed, taught, and applied, allowing law faculties and institutions to modernize
traditional educational practices. Through advanced algorithms, Al can analyze vast amounts
of legal information, identify patterns, and provide insights that were previously time-
consuming to uncover. This capacity is invaluable in areas like legal research, where Al-
powered databases enable students and faculty to retrieve case law, statutes, and scholarly
articles in seconds. With these innovations, legal education can better prepare future lawyers to

navigate an increasingly data-driven legal landscape while maintaining rigorous standards.

In the context of legal education, Al has introduced platforms that enhance both learning and
academic administration. Al systems can personalize study materials, creating custom learning
paths that match students' strengths and areas for improvement, thus helping them to develop a
nuanced understanding of complex legal concepts®. Additionally, automated assessment tools
save faculty time on grading and administrative tasks, enabling educators to focus more on
mentoring, conducting in-depth discussions, and building students' critical thinking skills. Law
students, in turn, gain access to interactive case studies, simulations, and real-time feedback,
which deepen their understanding of legal doctrines and hone their analytical abilities, thus

aligning their education with practical legal competencies®.

However, the rise of Al in legal education also brings important challenges that must be
carefully navigated. The ethical dimensions of using Al in legal studies, particularly concerning
data privacy, copyright, and intellectual property, require clear policies to ensure responsible
use. Furthermore, the potential for over-reliance on Al tools risks compromising essential skills
that are fundamental to legal practice, such as critical analysis and independent judgment. While
Al can support legal learning, it is crucial to balance technology with traditional legal reasoning
and personal engagement. Developing guidelines and fostering a culture of responsible Al
usage will help legal education preserve its core values, ensuring that technology serves as a
tool for enhancement, not a substitute for the deep, critical engagement that characterizes the

study and practice of law®.

® R Rajkhanna and C Rabbiraj , 'Innovation in Legal Education: The Role of Artificial Intelligence and its
Significance for the Legal Profession' (2023) 13(3-4) International Journal of Intellectual Property Management
268

4 Oliveira Fornasier , 'Legal Education in the 21st Century and the Artificial Intelligence' (2021) 19(31) Revista
Opinido Juridica 1

5> PL Caron and R Gely, 'Taking Back the Law School Classroom: Using Technology to Foster Active Student
Learning' (2004) 54 Journal of Legal Education 551

6 John Okon, 'Preserving Academic Integrity in the Al Age: Balancing Challenges and Opportunities' in S Sultana
eds, Al and Ethics, Academic Integrity and the Future of Quality Assurance in Higher Education (IGI 2024)
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(A) Research Objective

This research aims to investigate the effective integration of Al into legal education in Sri
Lanka, where structured guidelines and policies for Al use are currently minimal. As Al
technology becomes increasingly accessible, it brings both opportunities and challenges for
enhancing legal studies. Al’s capacity to support legal education is considerable, offering
benefits such as streamlined information retrieval, automated analysis, and personalized
learning resources. These features can significantly enrich the educational experience by
providing students and faculty with efficient tools for research and learning. However, without
a clear policy framework, the adoption of Al in legal education risks unintended consequences,
such as over-reliance on Al outputs, potential ethical issues in data privacy, and challenges in
maintaining academic standards. This research explores these dimensions to ensure that Al’s
implementation aligns with the broader objectives of Sri Lankan legal education, contributing

positively to the intellectual and practical development of law students.

The central objective of the study is to propose comprehensive policy guidelines that enable the
responsible integration of Al in legal education, balancing its advantages with essential human
oversight. These guidelines will address how Al tools can be ethically and effectively employed
in ways that support academic integrity, promote critical thinking, and respect intellectual
property. By establishing clear parameters, the study aims to safeguard the quality of legal
education while allowing Al to modernize traditional teaching methods and administrative
tasks. This approach aligns with Sri Lanka’s broader goal of educational modernization and
seeks to empower institutions to adopt Al in a way that is both innovative and sustainable.
Through this research, Sri Lankan law faculties can gain insights into adopting Al technologies
thoughtfully, fostering an educational environment that leverages AI’s strengths without

compromising the foundational skills and values critical to the practice of law.
I1. IMPORTANCE OF Al IN EDUCATION

(A) Increasing Adoption of Al in Education Worldwide

The global rise of Al in education has led to significant advancements, with institutions
embracing Al tools for a range of applications, from personalized learning to virtual tutoring
and streamlined resource management. Al-powered platforms are increasingly utilized to create
adaptive learning experiences that respond to individual student needs, offering tailored

feedback, resources, and support that enhance both engagement and retention’. This

" Sourav Dutta, Satyajit Ranjan, Siddharth Mishra, Varun Sharma, Pubudu Hewage, and Chijioke lwendi,
'Enhancing Educational Adaptability: A Review and Analysis of Al-Driven Adaptive Learning Platforms' in 2024
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personalized approach allows students to learn at their own pace, focusing on areas where they
may struggle while advancing in topics they have mastered. By using Al to monitor progress
and adjust content delivery in real time, educational institutions are able to foster a more

inclusive learning environment that meets diverse learning styles and preferences.

Al integration extends beyond classrooms to improve administrative efficiency and inform
strategic planning. Automated administrative tasks—such as grading, scheduling, and
managing student records—allow educators to allocate more time to interactive teaching and
mentorship, directly benefiting students. Additionally, Al-driven data analytics provide
institutions with insights into student performance trends, resource allocation, and curriculum
effectiveness®. These data-driven insights enable educators and administrators to make
informed decisions, improve instructional strategies, and design programs that better serve
students’ needs. From elementary schools to universities, the application of Al across
educational levels is reshaping traditional practices, helping institutions maximize their

resources and prioritize student outcomes in a rapidly changing.
(B) Transformative Potential in Legal Education

In the realm of legal education, Al possesses the transformative potential to fundamentally
change how students and educators access, process, and engage with legal information®.
Traditional legal research methods often require significant time and effort to sift through
extensive case law, statutes, and regulations. Al-powered tools can automate and enhance this
research process by utilizing natural language processing and machine learning algorithms to
quickly identify relevant precedents and legal texts. By analyzing vast databases of legal
information, Al can provide students and educators with instant access to the most pertinent
materials, thereby enabling them to focus on critical analysis and application of legal principles
rather than merely retrieving information. This shift not only enhances the efficiency of legal
research but also allows for deeper exploration of complex legal issues.

Moreover, Al can facilitate complex tasks such as case law analysis and document management,

streamlining workflows and improving overall productivity within legal education®. With Al

4th International Conference on Innovative Practices in Technology and Management (ICIPTM) (IEEE, February
2024) 1

8 Tarun Kumar Vashishth, Varun Sharma, Karan Kumar Sharma, and Bharat Kumar, ‘'The Future of Higher
Education: Using Al in Universities to Improve Learning Outcomes and Operational Efficiency' in Impact of
Artificial Intelligence on Society (Chapman and Hall/CRC, 2025) 60

® Fernando Pedro, Miguel Subosa, Antonio Rivas, and Pablo Valverde, 'Artificial Intelligence in Education:
Challenges and Opportunities for Sustainable Development' (2019)

10 Mourad EI Amari, Oussama I. Khalaf, and Hossam Hamam, Al-Driven Solutions in Healthcare, Education, and
Legal Systems (EasyChair 2024) No. 12530
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systems capable of sorting, tagging, and analyzing documents, students can engage in more
sophisticated exercises that mimic real-world legal scenarios. For example, Al-driven platforms
can simulate client interactions, helping students practice legal reasoning and develop essential
advocacy skills in a controlled environment. These interactive experiences can be invaluable
for preparing students for the challenges they will face in legal practice, ensuring they are better

equipped to navigate the intricacies of the legal system upon graduation.

In addition to enhancing academic engagement, Al can significantly improve administrative
processes within legal education institutions®. By automating routine tasks such as grading and
feedback, educators can dedicate more time to mentoring and engaging with students in
meaningful ways. Al tools can also provide timely, personalized feedback to students,
identifying strengths and areas for improvement in their work. Furthermore, the incorporation
of interactive simulations and virtual environments can create immersive learning experiences
that enhance students' understanding of legal concepts and procedures. Overall, these
advancements promise to make legal education more efficient, interactive, and accessible,
equipping students with the skills and knowledge necessary to meet the demands of modern

legal practice while fostering a culture of innovation within legal institutions.
I1l. CURRENT LANDSCAPE OF LEGAL EDUCATION IN SRI LANKA

(A) Traditional Approach to Legal Education in Sri Lanka

Legal education in Sri Lanka has traditionally followed a structured, lecture-based model that
prioritizes foundational knowledge and theoretical understanding of law!2. This approach
typically involves in-person classes where educators deliver content through lectures,
supplemented by case study analyses and discussions of landmark cases. Assessments are
primarily conducted through written exams and practical exercises, which aim to evaluate
students’ grasp of legal doctrines and their ability to apply these principles in various contexts.
While this model effectively instills a solid understanding of legal concepts and analytical skills,
it often restricts opportunities for personalized learning. The emphasis on rote memorization
and standardized assessments can hinder students' ability to engage deeply with the material,
limiting their exposure to innovative teaching methods and digital resources that could enhance

their legal education®.

11 Jasmin S. Butt, 'The Impact of Artificial Intelligence (Al) on the Efficiency of Administrative Decision Making
Including Ethical & Legal Considerations and Comparative Study about Countries Already Incorporated Al for
Administrative Decisions' (2023) 19 Acta Universitatis Danubius Juridica 7

12 Mohamed A. Sabry, 'Legal Education and Legal Profession in Sri Lanka: Present and Future' (2021) 1 KDU Law
Journal 1

13 Catherine Vatterott, Rethinking Grading: Meaningful Assessment for Standards-Based Learning (ASCD 2015)
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Furthermore, the traditional instructional framework may not adequately prepare students for
the rapidly evolving legal landscape, where adaptability and technological proficiency are
increasingly crucial**. The lack of flexibility in the curriculum and teaching methods often
results in a disconnect between theoretical knowledge and practical application in real-world
scenarios. As the legal profession becomes more integrated with technology, students require
exposure to digital tools and resources that can augment their learning experience. Integrating
technology into legal education can provide students with access to a wealth of online databases,
Al-driven research tools, and interactive simulations that replicate real-life legal situations. By
embracing a more dynamic and flexible approach to legal education, Sri Lankan institutions can
better equip students to navigate the complexities of modern legal practice and develop the
skills necessary for success in their future careers.

(B) Lack of Comprehensive Al Policies in Legal Education

Despite the transformative potential of Al to enrich legal education, Sri Lanka currently lacks
comprehensive policies or guidelines to govern its integration into the sector®®. This regulatory
void leads to inconsistent application across institutions, where some may adopt Al tools
without fully understanding their implications, while others may refrain from using them
altogether due to uncertainty about best practices. The absence of a structured framework raises
significant concerns regarding ethical usage, including issues related to plagiarism, data
privacy, and intellectual property. Without clear guidelines, students and educators may
inadvertently misuse Al tools, resulting in a reliance on automated outputs that can compromise
the quality of legal education and diminish the cultivation of essential skills such as critical

thinking, analytical reasoning, and independent legal analysis.

Developing structured guidelines for the integration of Al in legal education is essential to
ensure that its benefits are harnessed responsibly and ethically.’® Such guidelines should
emphasize the importance of academic integrity, requiring students to acknowledge Al-
generated content and adhere to proper citation practices. Additionally, they should promote
human oversight in the use of Al tools, encouraging educators to engage students in critical
discussions about the limitations and ethical considerations associated with these technologies.

By establishing a clear regulatory framework, Sri Lankan legal education institutions can create

14 Rafael Lasso, 'From the Paper Chase to the Digital Chase: Technology and the Challenge of Teaching 21st
Century Law Students' (2002) 43 Santa Clara Law Review 1

15 Chathurika B. Mahingoda, '‘Challenges and Frontiers in Intellectual Property Rights Amidst the Rise of Artificial
Intelligence' (2024) 4(2) SLIT Journal of Humanities and Sciences

16 Alaa Abulibdeh, Eman Zaidan, and Rami Abulibdeh, 'Navigating the Confluence of Artificial Intelligence and
Education for Sustainable Development in the Era of Industry 4.0: Challenges, Opportunities, and Ethical
Dimensions' (2024) Journal of Cleaner Production 140527
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an environment that not only fosters innovation and modern teaching methodologies but also
prioritizes the development of foundational legal skills. This balanced approach will ultimately
support students in becoming competent legal practitioners who are equipped to navigate the

complexities of the legal field while upholding the core values of the profession.
IV. POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF Al IN LEGAL EDUCATION

Information Retrieval: Al significantly enhances information retrieval in legal education by
providing faster and more efficient access to legal precedents, case law, and scholarly literature.
Advanced search algorithms can quickly sift through vast databases, allowing students and
educators to locate relevant information without the cumbersome process of traditional research
methods. This capability not only saves valuable time but also empowers users to discover and
utilize a broader array of resources, thereby enriching their understanding of legal concepts and

enhancing the overall learning experience.

Enhanced Learning: Al-assisted tools have the potential to transform the learning experience
by offering personalized study aids, interactive learning modules, and realistic simulations of
legal scenarios. These tools can adapt to individual learning styles and paces, providing tailored
feedback that helps students grasp complex legal principles more effectively. Additionally,
interactive simulations enable learners to apply their knowledge in practical contexts, fostering

critical thinking and problem-solving skills essential for their future careers in law.

Support for Academics: The integration of Al in legal education provides substantial support
for academics by streamlining grading processes, facilitating content creation, and enhancing
feedback mechanisms. Al-driven assessment tools can quickly evaluate student work, allowing
educators to focus more on teaching and less on administrative tasks. Moreover, Al can assist
in generating educational materials, curating resources, and providing insights into student
performance, which helps educators refine their teaching strategies. This level of support not
only improves the efficiency of academic operations but also enriches the quality of education

delivered to students.
V. CHALLENGES AND RISKS OF Al INTEGRATION

Risk of Over-reliance: One of the significant risks associated with the integration of Al in legal
education is the potential for over-reliance on technology, which can lead to a decline in
students' critical thinking and analytical skills. When students depend heavily on Al tools for
research and problem-solving, they may bypass the essential cognitive processes required to

understand and analyze legal issues deeply. This dependency can result in a superficial
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engagement with the material, limiting their ability to think independently and apply legal

reasoning effectively in real-world scenarios.

Accuracy Concerns: The accuracy of Al-generated content poses another critical concern in
legal education. While Al tools can streamline research and analysis, they are not infallible and
may produce outputs that contain errors or outdated information. In the context of law, where
precision and clarity are paramount, inaccuracies can lead to misunderstandings of legal
principles or misapplication of the law. Therefore, it is essential for students and educators to
approach Al outputs with caution and to verify information against reliable sources to maintain

the integrity of their legal education.

Academic Integrity: The use of Al tools in legal education raises important questions about
academic integrity, particularly regarding plagiarism and copyright issues. As Al can generate
text, summaries, and other content, there is a risk that students may use these outputs without
proper attribution or understanding of the underlying material. This practice not only
undermines the principles of academic honesty but also threatens the original contributions of
legal scholarship. Institutions must establish clear guidelines for ethical Al usage to ensure that
students engage with the material responsibly while preserving the integrity of their academic

work.
V1. NEED FOR CLEAR POLICY GUIDELINES

(A) Importance of establishing clear guidelines to ensure Al supports learning goals.

Establishing clear guidelines for integrating Al in legal education is crucial to ensure it serves
as a supportive tool rather than a substitute for essential learning processes. Without proper
guidelines, there is a risk that Al could overshadow critical thinking and analytical skills
development, which are core to legal education. Guidelines help set boundaries for Al usage,
promoting it as an aid that enhances access to information, encourages efficient study, and
assists educators in administrative tasks. They also reinforce the importance of human
oversight, requiring students and educators to critically engage with Al outputs, thereby
preserving academic integrity and avoiding issues like plagiarism and copyright violations. In
essence, clear guidelines safeguard the quality and ethical standards of education, ensuring that
Al integration aligns with learning goals and supports the holistic development of future legal

professionals.
(B) Emphasis on human oversight and maintaining academic standards.

Human oversight is essential in integrating Al into legal education to ensure that academic
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standards are maintained and that students develop core skills like critical thinking, analysis,
and ethical reasoning. Al tools can provide efficient access to resources and support various
learning activities, but without proper oversight, there is a risk of students becoming overly
reliant on these tools, potentially undermining their depth of understanding and analytical
capabilities. Educators play a crucial role in guiding how Al is used, encouraging students to
question and critically evaluate Al-generated content. By maintaining academic standards and
ensuring Al serves as a complement to, rather than a replacement for, rigorous study, institutions

can harness AI’s benefits while preserving the integrity and quality of legal education.
VIl. KEY COMPONENTS OF PROPOSED POLICY GUIDELINES

Ethical Usage: The integration of Al in legal education necessitates a strong emphasis on
ethical usage, particularly in relation to plagiarism, copyright, and academic integrity!’. As Al
technologies become more sophisticated in generating written content and legal analyses,
students may find themselves in situations where they rely heavily on Al outputs for their
assignments and research. This increased reliance raises significant concerns about the potential
for both unintentional and intentional violations of plagiarism and copyright policies. Without
clear ethical guidelines in place, students might inadvertently submit Al-generated material as
their own work, undermining the principles of originality and integrity that are fundamental to
academic success. Thus, it is crucial for educational institutions to establish comprehensive
policies that educate students about the nuances of proper citation and acknowledgment of Al

assistance in their work.

By implementing clear ethical guidelines for Al usage, legal education institutions can reinforce
the importance of academic honesty and the responsible use of Al tools'®. These guidelines
should outline specific practices for acknowledging Al contributions, ensuring that students
understand their obligations to credit sources accurately and adhere to copyright laws.
Furthermore, institutions must provide training and resources to help students navigate the
ethical complexities associated with Al, including the distinctions between assistance and
substitution. In doing so, they not only protect intellectual property rights and uphold academic
integrity but also cultivate a culture of responsibility and ethical awareness among future legal
professionals. This proactive approach fosters an environment where Al is utilized as a valuable
resource for learning, rather than a shortcut that jeopardizes the educational process and the

ethical standards of the legal profession.

17 Angela G. Dawson, Artificial Intelligence and Academic Integrity (Aspen Publishing 2023)
18 An Nguyen, H. N. Ngo, Y. Hong, B. Dang, and B. P. T. Nguyen, 'Ethical Principles for Artificial Intelligence in
Education' (2023) 28(4) Education and Information Technologies 4221-4241

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

146 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 6; 137]

Human Oversight: Human oversight is key to balancing AI’s benefits with the need for
rigorous academic engagement, as it encourages students to think critically and avoid over-
relying on Al-generated outputs. Educators play a vital role in overseeing how students use Al,
ensuring it serves as a supportive tool rather than a substitute for genuine analysis and thought.
By fostering a culture of inquiry and critical engagement with Al content, educators can help
students develop essential skills like analytical thinking, synthesis, and problem-solving—skills
that are integral to legal education and that cannot be wholly replaced by Al.

Transparency: Transparency in Al usage plays a crucial role in fostering trust and
accountability within academic environments, particularly in legal education where integrity is
paramount. By requiring students to clearly indicate any involvement of Al in their assignments,
research, or exams, educational institutions can create an atmosphere of openness regarding the
use of technology in learning. This practice not only ensures that instructors are aware of the
extent to which Al has contributed to a student's work, but it also facilitates a more accurate
evaluation of student performance. Educators can better discern the student’s own
understanding and analytical capabilities from Al-generated content, allowing for more
meaningful feedback and assessment that reflects each student's true academic achievements.

Moreover, promoting transparency regarding Al usage instills a sense of responsibility and
honesty in students, encouraging them to view Al as a collaborative resource rather than a
shortcut for completing assignments®®. This educational approach teaches students to engage
critically with Al tools, emphasizing the importance of their own insights and contributions to
the learning process. By taking ownership of their academic progress, students are more likely
to develop essential skills in research, analysis, and legal reasoning that are vital to their future
careers. Ultimately, fostering transparency in Al usage not only enhances the integrity of legal
education but also prepares students to become ethical practitioners who recognize the value of
collaboration and accountability in their professional lives.

VIIl. IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

Educators require targeted training programs focused on Al tools and best practices to
effectively guide students in the responsible use of Al within legal studies. Such programs
should cover a wide range of Al applications relevant to legal research, classroom engagement,
and assessment strategies. By gaining insights into the capabilities and limitations of various Al
technologies, instructors can more adeptly incorporate these tools into their teaching

methodologies. This knowledge enables educators to leverage Al to enhance interactive

19 N. Bilikozen, 'Nurturing Responsible Al Practices in L2 Writing: Empowering Student Voices'
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learning experiences, streamline administrative tasks, and foster critical thinking among
students. Ultimately, well-trained educators will be better positioned to ensure that Al enriches
the educational landscape while preserving the fundamental skills that are essential for legal

practitioners.

In addition to training for educators, tailored workshops for students are vital in equipping them
with the knowledge and skills necessary for responsible Al usage in legal research. These
workshops can address critical aspects such as ethical considerations, proper citation practices,
and strategies to avoid over-reliance on Al tools. By engaging with these topics, students will
learn how to harness AI’s advantages effectively, utilizing it as a supportive resource that
enhances their understanding of complex legal concepts. Furthermore, by instilling a sense of
ethical responsibility in students regarding Al usage, institutions can help maintain high
academic standards and integrity, ultimately preparing students to navigate the legal field with

a strong moral foundation.

The establishment of an Al Ethics Committee within legal educational institutions would serve
a pivotal role in overseeing the ethical implications of Al usage in academia. This committee
would be responsible for developing comprehensive guidelines that govern the ethical use of
Al tools, reviewing existing policies related to Al integration, and addressing emerging ethical
issues that arise as technology evolves. By actively engaging in discussions about the moral
ramifications of Al in legal education, the committee can ensure that both students and faculty
are well-informed about their responsibilities in using Al tools appropriately. This oversight is
critical for promoting an ethical academic environment, where Al is integrated thoughtfully and

transparently.

Additionally, the Al Ethics Committee would provide a framework for ethical considerations,
guiding educational institutions in making informed decisions regarding the adoption and
implementation of Al technologies. By serving as a resource for both students and faculty, the
committee can facilitate discussions about best practices, offer support for addressing ethical
dilemmas, and create a culture of integrity in Al-related academic activities. This proactive
approach not only safeguards academic standards but also helps cultivate a responsible
community of future legal professionals who are aware of the ethical dimensions of their work

and committed to maintaining fairness and accountability in their practices.
IX. LONG-TERM VISION AND SUSTAINABILITY

Regular evaluation and refinement of Al policies are crucial for educational institutions to keep

pace with the rapid advancements in Al technology. As new tools and applications emerge, it
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is imperative for institutions to continuously assess the impact of these innovations on learning
outcomes and student engagement. This process involves gathering feedback from faculty and
students, analyzing the effectiveness of existing policies, and identifying areas that require
updates or adjustments. By engaging in regular policy reviews, educational institutions can
ensure that their Al guidelines remain relevant and effective, fostering an environment where
Al contributes positively to legal education. This adaptability not only enhances the learning
experience but also allows institutions to address any new challenges that may arise from the

integration of Al technologies.

Moreover, the continuous refinement of Al policies is essential to maintain alignment with
academic standards and ethical practices. As the landscape of Al evolves, educational
institutions must be proactive in identifying potential risks associated with Al usage, such as
issues of bias, privacy, and academic integrity. By staying informed about the latest trends and
challenges in Al, institutions can create responsive policies that prioritize the educational and
ethical needs of their students. This ongoing commitment to evaluation and improvement
ultimately helps cultivate a learning environment where Al is harnessed effectively, allowing
educators and students to explore the potential of Al while safeguarding the foundational values

of legal education.

Building partnerships with Al experts is another vital strategy for the education sector to remain
informed about the latest technological developments and best practices in Al integration.
Engaging with professionals in the field allows institutions to gain valuable insights into
cutting-edge Al tools, emerging trends, and innovative applications that can enhance
educational programs. By collaborating with Al experts, institutions can identify which
technologies are most suitable for their specific needs, ensuring that they are leveraging
resources that are relevant and impactful. This partnership also opens up opportunities for
professional development and training for educators, equipping them with the knowledge and

skills necessary to navigate the complexities of Al in legal education.

Furthermore, these collaborations enable institutions to make informed decisions regarding the
integration of Al, ensuring that students benefit from up-to-date resources that enhance their
learning experience. By remaining connected to advancements in Al, educational institutions
can continuously evaluate and adapt their curricula, incorporating new tools that foster
interactive learning, critical analysis, and practical application. This proactive approach not only
enhances the overall educational experience but also prepares students to enter the legal
profession with a robust understanding of how to utilize Al effectively and ethically in their
future careers.
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Cultivating a culture of ethical Al usage within educational institutions is essential to ensure
that Al is used responsibly and in a manner that upholds academic integrity. By emphasizing
ethical principles, institutions can instill a mindset among both students and educators that
values the responsible use of Al as a supportive tool rather than a substitute for genuine
academic effort. This culture encourages critical thinking, originality, and integrity in academic
work, reinforcing the idea that while Al can enhance learning, it should not undermine the
essential skills that legal education seeks to develop. By promoting these values, institutions
can create an environment where students are motivated to engage deeply with their studies

while using Al as a collaborative resource.

Additionally, fostering a culture of ethical Al usage prepares students for the realities of the
legal profession, where integrity and accountability are paramount. By integrating discussions
about ethics and responsibility in relation to Al usage into the curriculum, institutions can help
students understand the broader implications of their choices in a technology-driven landscape.
This educational approach not only enhances students' awareness of ethical considerations but
also equips them with the tools to navigate the complexities of Al in their future careers. As a
result, a culture of ethical Al usage becomes a foundational element of legal education, ensuring
that students graduate with both the technical skills and the moral framework necessary to

succeed in a rapidly evolving legal environment.
X. CONCLUSION

Al has the potential to significantly modernize Sri Lankan legal education by revolutionizing
how information is accessed and utilized within the academic framework. With Al tools,
students can quickly and efficiently retrieve legal precedents, case studies, and relevant
literature, thus enhancing their research capabilities and fostering a deeper understanding of
complex legal principles. Moreover, Al can streamline administrative tasks such as grading and
scheduling, allowing educators to allocate more time towards mentorship and personalized
instruction. By automating routine functions, educational institutions can enhance operational
efficiency, creating a more supportive environment that promotes active learning and
engagement. This modernized approach not only benefits students but also empowers educators
to adopt innovative teaching methods that incorporate technology, making legal education more

relevant and responsive to the challenges of today’s legal landscape.

However, to fully realize these benefits, it is essential to implement Al in a balanced manner
that includes strong human oversight. While Al can provide valuable insights and support, it
must not overshadow the critical thinking, analytical skills, and ethical judgment that are core
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to legal education. Educators play a vital role in guiding students on how to interact with Al
tools responsibly, ensuring that students maintain their ability to analyze and interpret
information critically. This emphasis on human oversight fosters a learning environment where
Al serves as a complement to traditional legal education rather than a substitute. When
responsibly managed, Al can enhance educational quality and support academic integrity,
equipping both students and educators with powerful resources to navigate the complexities of
contemporary legal practice. Ultimately, a balanced approach to Al integration will help
cultivate a new generation of legal professionals who are not only adept at using technology but
also grounded in the ethical principles and critical reasoning skills essential for success in the

legal field.

XI. POLICY GUIDELINES FOR THE INTEGRATION OF Al IN LEGAL EDUCATION AT

THE FACULTY OF LAW

1. Purpose and Scope

These guidelines are designed to facilitate the responsible and effective integration of artificial
intelligence (Al) into the Faculty of Law's educational framework in Sri Lanka. They aim to
enhance the learning experience, foster innovative teaching methods, and maintain academic
integrity and ethical standards. This policy will serve as a foundational document guiding
educators and students in the appropriate use of Al tools within the legal curriculum.

2. Ethical Usage

a. Plagiarism and Attribution:

All students and educators are required to acknowledge any Al-generated content utilized in
their academic work. Training sessions will be provided on proper citation practices to prevent
plagiarism and reinforce the principles of academic honesty. Specific resources will be made
available to help understand when Al assistance requires acknowledgment.

b. Copyright Compliance:

Al tools and resources must be used in compliance with applicable copyright laws. The Faculty
of Law will ensure that educators and students receive training on the legal implications of using

Al-generated content, promoting awareness of intellectual property rights and responsibilities.
3. Human Oversight
a. Critical Engagement:

Educators are encouraged to create learning environments that promote critical thinking and
analytical skills. This includes facilitating discussions on Al outputs and their relevance to legal

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

151 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 6; 137]

practice. Assignments may incorporate the evaluation of Al-generated information, allowing

students to develop skills in discerning the quality and applicability of Al resources.
b. Limitations Awareness:

Both students and educators should be informed about the limitations of Al tools, such as
potential inaccuracies and biases in Al-generated content. Training will emphasize the
importance of verifying Al outputs against established legal sources to ensure reliability in legal

research and practice.
4. Training and Workshops
a. Educator Training:

The Faculty will implement ongoing training programs for faculty members focusing on
effective Al tools, best practices for integration, and methods for guiding students in responsible
Al usage. This will include workshops, guest lectures from Al experts, and collaborative

learning opportunities.
b. Student Workshops:

Regular workshops will be organized for students to educate them on ethical Al usage, proper
research methodologies, and the significance of maintaining academic integrity. These sessions

will also cover how to utilize Al tools effectively in legal research and analysis.
5. Transparency in Al Usage
a. Disclosure Requirements:

Students must clearly disclose any Al assistance utilized in their assignments and projects. This
disclosure will be part of the evaluation criteria, allowing instructors to assess the originality
and authenticity of students' work. A designated section in assignment submissions will be

included for this purpose.
b. Clear Guidelines:

The Faculty will develop and distribute clear guidelines regarding acceptable and unacceptable
uses of Al tools in academic work. This will include examples of proper usage and scenarios

that might constitute misuse.
6. Establishment of an Al Ethics Committee
a. Oversight Body:

The Faculty will establish an Al Ethics Committee responsible for overseeing the

implementation of these guidelines. This committee will address ethical concerns arising from
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Al usage and ensure compliance with established policies.
b. Policy Development:

The Al Ethics Committee will periodically review and update the Al integration policies to
ensure alignment with best practices, evolving technology, and legal advancements. The

committee will also facilitate discussions on ethical dilemmas related to Al in legal education.
7. Evaluation and Refinement
a. Ongoing Assessment:

The Faculty will regularly assess the effectiveness of Al integration through feedback from
faculty and students, evaluating its impact on learning outcomes and overall educational quality.
Adjustments will be made based on these assessments to continuously improve the policy

framework.
b. Collaboration with Experts:

The Faculty will actively seek partnerships with Al experts and technology developers to stay
informed about advancements in Al technology and explore their implications for legal

education. This collaboration will ensure that the curriculum remains relevant and beneficial.
8. Fostering a Culture of Ethical Al Usage
a. Community Engagement:

The Faculty will promote a culture of ethical Al usage through seminars, panel discussions, and
collaborative projects that underscore the importance of integrity and responsibility in legal
education. Engaging with practitioners and stakeholders in the legal field will enhance students'

understanding of ethical Al applications.
b. Support Systems:

Support systems will be established for students and faculty to report concerns or seek guidance
regarding ethical Al usage and academic integrity issues. This may include a dedicated online
platform or contact point within the Faculty where questions and concerns can be addressed

confidentially.
9. Conclusion

These guidelines are intended to establish a comprehensive framework for the effective and
responsible use of Al in the Faculty of Law. By promoting ethical practices, enhancing
educational quality, and preserving the core values of academic integrity, the Faculty can

successfully navigate the challenges and opportunities presented by Al technology in legal
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education. Continuous evaluation and adaptation of these guidelines will ensure that the Faculty

remains at the forefront of legal education in an increasingly digital world.
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