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A Case Study of the Toto Tribe of West
Bengal Demonstrates the Economic Impact
of the Market on the Living Qualities of

Ethnic Tribal Communities in India

ADITYA NIDHI', NISHAD KHAN?, MONISHA ROY? AND SHATAXI UMA JAISWAL*

ABSTRACT
According to most definitions, a social group is called a tribe that often resides in a certain

region, has a common language, homogenous culture, and cohesive social structure. A
group of people is often described as a "social group,” typically made up of multiple
siblings, bands, communities, or other unique groupings and is typically defined by the
presence of a distinct territory a unique dialect, or a uniform and unique culture, which can
be either a cohesive political organisation or, at the very least, possesses a common unity
with regard to outsiders. A tribe is therefore a territorial linguistic, religious, cultural, and
cohesive group societal structure. A tribe that is scheduled is an idea from the Constitution
and administration. It alludes to the tribal population, those covered by Article 342 the
Indian Constitution. This study will be able to comprehend how the market economy affects
the nation's indigenous ethnic tribal communities; this can assist decision-makers in the
future organising the process of creating the livelihood pattern of the localities.

Keywords: Tribe, Communities, Scheduled Tribes, Dialect, Article 342, Market Economy.

l. INTRODUCTION

After Africa, India is the nation with the highest assemblage of indigenous people. In theory,

Indian tribes are categorised according to their:
(a) geographic dispersion,

(b) linguistic affinity,

(c) actual and racial traits,

(d) employment or economics, and

! Author is an Advocate at Jharkhand High Court, India.
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(e) Religious convictions and cultural interaction.

Indian tribes have been divided into three zones by scholars based on a place's geographic

location. These areas consist of:
Q) the north as well as the northeastern zone,
(i) the centre or central zone as well as the southern zone

(iii)  the northeastern and northern zones include the Sub-Himalayan area and the valleys

in the mountains in India's eastern borders.

Important tribes in the northern and northeastern regions include the Aka, Dalfa, Miri, Gurung,
and Apatani, Kuki, Lushai, Khasi, Mishmi, Khamti, Singpho, Naga, Garo, Lepcha, Tharu,
Bhoksa, Khasa, Bhutia, Raji, Bodo, Adi, Apatani, Monpa, Nocte, Deori, Karbi, Kamba, Mising,
Mukup, Padam, Phake, Sherdukpen, Singpho, Tangsa, Wancho, Tani, Toto, etc.> The core area
is made up of between the Krishna River and the Indo-Gangetic plain approximately to the
north, there are plateaus and a hilly belt, this is divided originating in the northeast to the south
zone by the opening between the Rajmahal and the Garo hills. The significant tribes that live in
this area are the Gadaba, Kharia, Khond Bhumji, Juang, Savara, and Borido Munda, Santhal,
Ho, Birhor, Katkari, Kol, Bhil, Oraon, Gond, Muria, Agaria, Koraku, and Pradhan. The zone to
the south is made up of Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka. The most
archaic tribes of this area are Malvadam, Kadar, and Kanikkar Toda, Malakuravan, Badaga and
Kota.

Tribal people have traditionally lived all over India, upholding their unique indigenous
identities through customary law. The 2011 Census shows that India is home to 705 indigenous
people. Of these 75 these are deemed as isolated or primitive tribes by the Indian government.
The 2011 Report on Census stated that there are 10,42,81,034 tribal people in the nation
5,24,09,823 people, or more than 10 crore are male are and 5,18,71,211 are women. From the
sum only 10.3% of the tribal population lives in urban or semi-urban settings; the remainder is
distributed throughout rural, steep terrain as well as isolated wooded regions. They are less
fortunate and vulnerable group in society in all spheres of existence. Scheduled Tribes comprise
these underprivileged communities announced by the administration from India. Due to long-
term socioeconomic exploitation and isolation, Scheduled Tribes (STs) and SCs are the most
marginalised groups in our society. As they fall behind the remainder of the nation's population

with relation to other developmental metrics like social, political and economic.

® Sanyal, C.C. (1979), ‘The Meches and the Totos: Two SubHimalayan Tribes of North Bengal’. North Bengal
University.
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There's no precise definition for the actual Constitution's Scheduled Tribes and Scheduled
Castes. Nonetheless, the President has the authority to create a list after conferring with the
governor of each say that the parliament may amend. The head of state has placed orders—that
is, the Tribes & Castes that are Scheduled in the various Indian states that have been modified

subsequently by parliamentary acts.

West Bengal possesses a total of population of 9, 13, 47,736 according to the 2011 Census. The
proportion of tribal people among them is merely 52, 96,963, or 5.8% of the entire populace of
both the state's and 5.08% of the nation's population of Purulia, Dakshin, Jalpaiguri, and
Alipurduar Paschim Medinipur Darjeeling Dinajpur Jhargram and the districts with the highest
tribal population are Kalimpong. Of the forty villages, three communities specifically
Toto, Birhor, and Lodha have all been labelled as backward tribes according to Indian
government. The entire populace of 57,186 people lives in these three localities. According to
the 2011 Census report, there are just 1385 Totos. They are descended from Mongolians. The
presence of the Toto people first cited by British author Babu Kishen Kanta Bose , an official
working for the Rangpur collector in 1815. He discovered residents in a village named Toto,
Lukepur, under the Western Daurs' Falakata Tahashil, exist in the village of Totopara.
Afterwards, the Totos have become a well-liked subject of conversation among the scholarly
and official circles for their unique cultures, way of life, source of income, and socioeconomic

pursuits.®

Across all social groupings, the 12th Five Year Plan observed that the SCs and STs have the
highest rate of poverty. The plan document numbered twelve observes that "an inclusive growth
process is required, which gives everyone the chance to take part in the growth procedure paired
with plans that would either produce advantages directly, or more crucially, benefits those
organisations to take advantage of the chances presented by the general process of
development”. The tribe sub-plan's goal is to allocate plan monies for the STs' development.
During this scheduled time the government has implemented a number of initiatives and plans
for the Toto community's advancement. From this perspective, this study thoroughly examines
the effects of the marketplace economics on indigenous peoples' patterns of subsistence ethnic

communities of Toto.
(A) Objective of the study

e To investigate the characteristics of the community's traditional means of

subsistence

6 Das, A. K. (1969). The Totos: Cultural Research Institute. Calcutta, Government of West Bengal
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e To research how the market economy affects the community's pattern of

livelihood
e To research the effects of their altered way of life regarding their identity
(B) Research Methodology

The main and secondary data forms the basis of this qualitative empirical investigation. Primary
information was gathered from 345 homes using the interview technigque using surveys, both
organised and unorganised. Additionally, official reports are employed as data in the published
works and theses regarded as secondary sources of data. Basic statistical techniques were

applied to determining the study's outcome.

I1. FINDINGS
The economy of the village has been transitioning from one of subsistence to one of market.
The source of income of the community's patterns have now altered. Class is now divided in
the community as a result of the market economy's effects. This kind of difficulty has caused

the ethnic communities to experience an identity crisis throughout the nation.
(A) A Chronicle of The Ethno-Toto Clan

The Totos, an endangered ethnic group, are unable to articulate their origins. Not a single
historical artefact pertaining to the community exists. The Bhutia name for "Toto" language is
an image. The term in Limbu language, "Toto-Fong" signifies "roasted meat-eaters" refers to
individuals who had meat that had been cooked. The Totos are experienced meat eaters who
have previously done so just by burning and toasting. In the Rabha dialect, “Tapta: P’’ stands
for fast. Typically, the Totos move first when the event occurs in relation to their carriage or
travels for trade, which they frequently conduct. Once more, the verb "Totowa~Wang" in the

Toto language itself means "come quickly."’

From this verb in the intrinsic significance can also be deduced from those who are able to walk
fast, even when carrying big things. J. Milligan stated in his Settlement Report (1916) and
survey made no mention of the tribe's beginnings, although B. Mukharjee (1931) only observes
that the Bhutias and the Totos are "allied.” Burman Roy claimed that there are numerous myths
or customs in use today on their origins, among the Totos. In his opinion, the Totos formerly
resided in several locations throughout the surrounding the Deingoho Garden in Bhutan. The
tribe at that time lacked territorial cohesiveness. The Genealogy demonstrates the Totos' arrival

" Nayak, Amar KJR, Kalyan Chakravarti and Prabina Rajib, 2005: Globalization Process in India-A Historical
Perspective since Independence, (1947;) South Asian Journal of Management, vol.12, no.1
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to the Middle of the eighteenth century Totopara. Physician S. K. Tibetologist Pathak stated
that Totos may have moved from the Tromo Valley, indicating that the Jelep-la. Dhaniram Toto,
a current community leader, and other community members described themselves as residing
in the current village of Totopara since a very young age time that is located in West Bengal's
Alipurduar  district. However, they lack any documented proof of how
they have been residing here for a while. As per their assertions, this specific community is the
only one where the Toto exist in India.

(B) The Community's Customary Pattern of Livelihood

Prior to the British government's conquest, the town was entirely dependent on the porterage as
an occupation under Bhutanese rule for their source of income (Majumder, 1998). They carried
out these kinds of tasks for half of a year during a dry session and additional six months they
relied on the forest during the rainy season of the year for their subsistence; given that the region
was swept away from other regions of the nation by rivers and waterways. Thus, throughout the
wet session, their operations were closed as a result of intense rain. Under those circumstances,
they were obliged to gather a variety of forest gathering objects as their livelihood. They
gathered wild potatoes, mushrooms, and wild arum, a variety of roots, bees, honey, and
therapeutic herbs, different leafy bamboos, herbs, and a variety of wild veggies forests to make
a living.®

In 2015, community members surveyed stated they were taking wild potatoes and wild arum
for lunch and dinner in their early years. Additionally, they mentioned that prior to the execution
of numerous social security programs, they entirely reliant on the resources of the forest,
hunting, and their source of income is fishing. Fishing and hunting were the community's only
source of income prior to independence. They worked on the labourers on an orange plantation
for tending, harvesting, and carrying oranges to the closest markets from the plantation during
the winter and dry spells at that time. They possessed never made excellent farmers. Among
them was agriculture. additional professions of the neighbourhood. With minimal their
understanding of agriculture, they were primarily reliant on "Jhoom" farmland. They only take
part in these 'Jhoom' cultivation during the rainy season as a supplementary source of income
for their subsistence. Numerous individuals members of the community worked as labourers in
different orange plantations under Bhutanese authority during the winter. Since they raised

cattle, there is no proof. Historically, they have never placed enough emphasis on farming cattle

8 Basu, D. D. (2006). Introduction to the Constitution of India. Nagpur, Wadhwa and Company Law Publishers,
pp. 388-396.
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for a living. They were raising a few regular livestock in their homes to meet their daily demands
for meat and milk. They had no interest in raising animals due to their obsession with porterage,
woodland gathering and fluctuating farming. One crucial element of the neighbourhood was
that there was no professional separation Among the community prior to the start of planned
growth within the region. During the conflict for their subsistence, the many families with
collaborating by use of the long-standing traditions of Toto society and anyone who disobeyed
this policy would face consequences from the village council with "Kazi" present (Majumder,
1998).

In the past, the neighbourhood relied on their communal land used for their subsistence, where
everyone was given equal access to the land. Members of the community relied on the
agriculture in the area as the only source of satisfaction of their means of subsistence. That
moment, they were collaborating with each other among all community members; their way of

life was egalitarian.
(C) Market Economy's Effect on The Community's Customary Livelihood Pattern

Bimalendu Majumder claims that "the Toto tribe™ has been transitioning from an economy of
subsistence to one of market economics to motionless, sedentary farming not consistently
adhering to the general march from a single stage to another, as the economist historians hav
depicted.®

Additionally, the village's transition from collective property ownership to private landholdings
and from the multiethnic habit's monoethnic nature has also transpired recently" (Majumder,
1998). The neighbourhood is currently engaged in multifaceted economic pursuits for a living,
similar to other communities. The activity of hunting has vanished from their current sources
of income. The West African government Bengal eliminated the community's right to own
property in 1969 as well as assigned the land to the headman's name of all families within the
same year. Because of the shifting the pattern of landholding, they have now established
themselves, farmers. They now grow zinger, maize, rice, and potatoes, millets, jackfruits, and
other kinds of veggies pepper, large cardamom, pineapples, and betel nuts in their territory
(Biswas 2019).%°

Among the plantations that grow betel nut goods made by the locals economy. The majority of
the homes of the village's surrounding areas, betel nuts were planted. Community members

claimed because betel nut is among the village's most lucrative crops at the moment. The harvest

9V. S. (Eds.), Disadvantaged Tribes of India: Regional Concern. New Delhi, Rawat Publications, pp. 260-279.
10 Biswas, A. K. (2019). Socio-Economic Profile of Toto Tribe. New Delhi, Aayu Publications, pp. 1-105.
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is sold by the villagers to nearby traders, who in turn are selling this to large outside of Totopara
dealers. There are people in the neighbourhood who deal in nuts, purchasing the goods from the
producers and reselling them to traders in cities (Biswas 2019). The study's key finding is that
the majority of the community's residents currently rely on farming as their primary source of
income in addition to on nearby small company. Thus, it's a really fascinating aspect of their
style of livelihood is evolving. After those who rely on fishing, hunting, and wood harvesting
as their primary sources of income are now stable farmers, small company owners, and
government workers. They are now established farmers like other communities and
commercially collecting huge cardamom on their crop of betel nut. A popular spice variety is
cardamom, which comes in a wide range of throughout India, therefore they are hoping that by
growing spices, they will have the ability to increase their income and improve their pattern of
living. Another important crop for the village's economy is ginger. hamlet farmers grow zinger
and exchange it with others outside the hamlet. They are currently raising cattle in their house
in order to make money. They currently combine farming as their secondary job with the raising
of cows and goats. In order to promote economic growth, cow, goat, and poultry husbandry are
conducted out of two farmhouses in the Totopara. This kind of farming shows that they are
moving closer to modern agriculture in an effort to better their standard of living. Cattle farming
has a tremendous chance in Totopara because of a large, verdant grassland bordering adjacent
forested areas and the Torsha River. The researcher notes that the locals graze their goats and
cows on the banks of the Torsha River and in the village's surrounding wild areas. However, it
is noted that children are consistently chosen for the position. They work on the task all day;
they get up early, eat breakfast, and then they return to the house in the afternoon with the herd
of cattle. Additionally, it was discovered that a group of kids frequented the adjacent rivers and

watercourses to hunt and trap a variety of animals, including rabbits and rats.!

One of the difficulties in engaging the kids is getting them to guaranteeing universal access to
education. In the centre of the village is a marketplace. Some of the businesses include
permanent grocery stores owned by Bihari owners; two tea stalls that double as hotels run by
Bengali owners; four pork shops; two betel leaf stalls; four chicken shops; five grocery stores;
one beef shop held by a Toto seller; one bookstall run by a Bihari businessman; one betel leaf
stall stores managed by Toto proprietors; two fast-food stands run by Toto ladies; one parlour
dedicated to beautifying is also managed by a Nepali woman who lives near the marketplace,
in addition, a foreign liquor store with additional grocery products is owned and operated by a

Toto. The market operates twice a week in a sizable shape known as a "hat" in Bengali. During

11 Biswas, A. K. (2021). ‘Impact of Development on PVTGs in India: A Case Study of Toto Tribe in West Bengal’.
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the times of the weekly "hat," outside vendors and dealers also visit the market carrying a variety
of contemporary goods. They primarily travel from Madarihat, Lankapara to sell fruits,
vegetables, clothes, cosmetics, baked goods, dry fish, and other everyday necessities.

The researcher notes that between two and three hundred people are purchasing necessities from
this market. On that market, villagers have also traded their agricultural goods. The closest
villagers from other communities have also flocked to the market to purchase the necessities
for their daily lives. Additionally, customers travel from Bhutan to pick up everyday necessities.
One such buyer from Bhutan who came by foot to get necessities for his family was questioned
by the researcher. The investigator observed that he purchased veggies, rice, flour, and two
batteries for his torchlight in addition to some cosmetics and grocery items. Like him, he
claimed, a large number of people travelled by foot from Bhutan to this market in order to get
their supplies. He claimed he would be travelling through a hilly jungle for three hours to get to
the marketplace. The investigator also discovered that women travel from Bhutan by renting a

car in order to gather the necessities they need from the market.*?

Outside of Totopara, traders stated that they must get a sufficient revenue from this market, thus
they visit once a week. However, many are finding it difficult to get to the market and back
because there aren't enough transit options. The majority of external vendors are small-business
owners. There, GolGappa is also available for purchase. Therefore, the researcher believes that
the village market has too much significance for the residents of Totopara and the surrounding
area. The community's pattern of livelihood is positively impacted by the market. Despite being
in a remote location, the market is significant globally. The Toto people who operate three pig
stores, four henhouses, and one cattle establishment from their makeshift shed at the market are
happy with their profits. The Toto folks own a few grocery stores, and they are happy with the
sales. A Toto woman who owns a grocery store claimed to sell on a daily average of Rs. 1000.
An additional Toto woman who has a betel leaf stall claimed to sell an average of Rs. 1000
every day. According to one purveyor of fast food, he makes around Rs. 300 every day on
average. Two more fast food vendors claimed that their daily average sales are likewise close
to Rs. 400.%3

Some Totos are employed by different government programs as construction contractors in

Totopara. They are more financially stable than other community members by profession.

12 Chakraborty, P. & Chattopadhyay K. (1964), ‘Some Aspects of Toto Ethnography’, in Bulletin of the Cultural
Research Institute. Vol.3, No.374, pp 68-78.

13 Mandal, A. (2015). ‘Socio-Economic Development of Tribal people in India: With Reference to Arunachal
Pradesh’. in Mandal, R. K. (Eds.), Development of tribal People of North-East India Issues and Challenges. New
Delhi, Concept Publishing Company PVT.
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Additionally, two community members are working on construction projects in Bhutan is their
source of income. Two individuals labouring together as a stone deliver suppliers from the
Totopara river beds to the closest settlement. Typically, the rivers' and watercourses' upper
streams transport stone down to this foothill region, which serves as a significant stone
reservoir. Every year during wet seasons, the area's river beds fill with coarser sand. Thus, these
natural resources provide certain Totopara residents with yet another significant source of
income. Boulders and From every river bed, stones are delivered in the settlement and its
surrounding sections of the neighbouring town during the dry session. These materials were
purchased by merchants in the closest towns from the local dealers, who then transported them
on lorries. Ten to twelve trucks are uploaded each day in encircling riverbeds during the session.
A professional who purchases livestock originating from the nearby peasants and sells it to
metropolitan markets is known as a cattle trader. One of the five community members who

drive for a living is the driver for Totopara Primary Health Centre ambulances.
(D) Jobs in government as a career

A few knowledgeable members of the community work for the government in a variety of
departments of government. Two of them work at the Uttar Banga Kestriya Gramin Bank, a
countryside bank with its headquarters in Totopara, North Bengal. A manager is among them
of the Uttar Banga Kestriya Gramin Bank branch located in Totopara, while the other one is a
fourth-grader employees in the division (Biswas, 2019). One individual from the
neighbourhood is employed as a staff member in a fourth-grade cooperative bank for
agricultural. Toto, the first female graduate Rita Toto is employed in social service
representative within Totopara's backward class department. The current community leader,
Dhaniram Toto, was worked for the district's welfare for the underprivileged division in
Alipurduar. One individual from the neighbourhood works as an inspector under the outdated
Garubhatan's department of classes and one other individual from the neighbourhood is
employed as a fourth-grade worker of Totopara's department of backward classes. In Totopara,
there is one postmaster employed, and one is employed in Totopara as a fourth-grade veterinary

staff member.

One youth is a member of the Indian Army's armed forces. One participant from the community
works as a staff member in the fourth grade in the Totopara's Tribal Welfare Centre and one
individual serving as a policeman for the West Bengal Police Department. One works at As a
staff member in fourth grade, Sonapur Club and library, one as a forest staff member in the
fourth grade one is the department stationed at the Lankapara range and among them is working
as a driver with Totopara's ambulance principal medical facility. One works as a fourth-grade

© 2024. International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [ISSN 2581-5369]


https://www.ijlmh.com/
https://www.ijlmh.com/

577 International Journal of Law Management & Humanities [Vol. 7 Iss 5; 568]

teacher for PHE, two of them are para-teachers, and one as a Dhanapati Toto Memorial High
fourth-grade staff member at Totopara School. One community member works as a fourth-
grade employee in an NGO-run dispensary in Totopara and one local lead worker is employed
as a principal of Porgoan's ITDP Primary School, members work as teaching assistants in a two
work at the rural primary school in Totopara library. Two local women who are working as an
assistant at the Totopara Anganwadi Kendra and three are employed as assistants. One
individual working as instructor in a pre-kindergarten program taught in English at a British
NGO manages Totopara. Thus, over thirty individuals from the neighbourhood work for the
government and employees of the semi-government under the different divisions. This is a
really advantageous aspect of the altering character of the employment trends of the in the
market economy era, communities are becoming more aware. However, interestingly, the

majority of community staff work as staff members in the fourth grade.*
(E) Earnings Under Different Social Security Programs

Totopara is covered by a number of financial and social security programs. Among the primary
social security Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Schemes Employment Guarantee
Act. In accordance with the statute, individuals from people in the community now have jobs.
The neighbourhood is content with their job under the plan. Additionally, there are additional
social security programs that enhance the community's way of life. Five individuals from the
Old Age Pension have benefited the community plan. Three men with disabilities have received
advantages of the relevant government program. Individuals from the house is owned by the
community under Indira Awas Yojana; now, Gitanjali and Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
programs. They work under the food to earn rice and flour security program at no cost.
Everybody 345 families have been identified as families living below the poverty level. As
things stand, they obtain a range of amenities from numerous governmental plans. Brief
research on Totos revealed that life expectancy is significantly lower than with other Indian
communities. However, those who are covered by these social security programs demonstrated
that they have a high life expectancy compared to others. These kinds of livelihood security
programs have the potential to their way of life by altering their customary old source of income
design.

(F) Migration Nationwide in Search Of Employment

They were forbidden from staying outside the community in accordance with long-standing

Toto tradition. Not a single proof that any member of the community resides there outside the

14 Gait, E. A. (1901). Census of Bengal. Calcutta, Bengal Secretariat Press.
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village throughout the time leading up to independence. According to their previous social
norm; if someone lives outside the village with another community, the community shunned
him or her. However, with the growth of education following independence and the effects of
numerous modernisation initiatives, people are now permitted to leave the hamlet to earn a
living. Currently, a few members of the community are employed by the government and are
stationed across the nation. With the exception of these situations, several young people have
lately moved to Sikkim and Kerala to increase their livelihood.® According to the Dhaniram
Toto report, three young people moved to Kerala in order to make a living. A group of fifteen
individuals travelled to Sikkim in 2015 to work as contractors on electrical construction
projects. According to the report that the community members presented, they would also be
travelling to Bhutan to work on a cardamom plantation. Male labourers on cardamom
plantations in Bhutan are paid Rs. 300 per day, while female labourers are paid Rs. 150. The
aforementioned makes it evident that the Totopara's economic situation is currently improving,
albeit very slowly. The previous analysis of their financial situation and means of subsistence
suggests that the professional standing of the community is evolving right now. They used to
mostly rely on porterage and hunting for their subsistence. However, they gradually modified
their work habits to become jhoom farmers, and they are currently a stable agricultural
community. They have now decided to pursue careers in business, government service, security
guard work, construction, education, banking, trading, and supply. The fact that their line of
work is changing suggests that they are progressing, even while the majority of the community

is still behind in enjoying the benefits of all forms of growth.*®
(G)The Community's New Pattern of Livelihood And Their Personality

Following the establishment of planned development in Totopara, the community's pattern of
subsistence has altered. Their sole sources of income before to independence were fishing,
hunting, and forest harvesting for their subsistence. They had wild eating habits at the period
and would often eat insects, fruits, roots, and green vegetables. They would also occasionally
eat fish from nearby rivers and watercourses, as well as animals from nearby forests. Prior to
the land being distributed in the family headman's name, they were never skilled farmers. They
used to love community life since they were reliant on the land and forests of the community.
In 1969, the government stopped allocating land to communities, naming each family's

headman as the recipient of the property. The method reserved a family's land rights in the

15 Majumder, B. (1998). The Totos. Calcutta, Academic Enterprise
16 Health Care Services in Tribal Areas of Andhra Pradesh: A Public Policy Perspective. Economic and Political
Weekly, 481-486.
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headman's name, but it also poses a significant problem for the community. In the past, they
have believed that every family in the town was one, but now they perceive 345 distinct families
are local residents. Every family bears responsibility for its own; thus, prior collaboration and
arrangement within the Community has been lost since the advent of individual territorial rights.
Making the transition from a subsistence to the market economy has transformed the
conventional old their way of life, which made them question who they were by dividing the
community along class lines. Market nature-nurture class separation in the economy; the
community is currently adherent to that kind of economics, and hence, the neighbourhood is
beginning to divide along class lines. Few community households are currently taking
advantage of all modern amenities in their homes and keep a safe distance from the community's
impoverished and vulnerable members. The effects of contemporary education and working
away from the village their integration into a contemporary society that also poses major
obstacles to their purity and individuality. The area's first Panchayati Raj institution is
established following the institution's constitutionalisation. Their customary Village
government has become less significant since the adoption of contemporary panchayats. There
are numerous development initiatives underway in the locations where the socioeconomic
situation can be improved and the construction of the village's physical infrastructure. Within a
number of development initiatives Totopara is currently linked to the external environment.
Because of the emergence a new liberal economy, goods made by multinational corporations
Businesses can now be found in the globe's corner; which altered customary laws, clothing, and
eating customs. Among the villages. This kind of detrimental effect producing significant
obstacles facing the ethnic minority throughout the globe. Individuals belonging to various
ethnic groups worldwide encountered significant obstacles prior to the emergence of the
economy based on markets. Class differences are emerging, and communities there is a decline
in communal cohesiveness, and the community's integrity is currently seriously threatened. The
market economy somewhat improves the state of the economy of specific proportions of the
populace, even though it turns down a significant section of the populace in a susceptible state.
Thus, vulnerable groups are dealing with severe obstacles posed by the changing economic

pattern.t’
III. CONCLUSION

This ethnic minority is the tiniest in all of India. They reside in a lone village in the nation. They

have a distinct identity, faith, and social customs that are traditional to them. However, because

17 Biswas, A. K. (2013). "Impact of Modern Education in Toto Community", Contemporary Research in India, Vol
3 No 3, pp 16-20.
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of the market's influence economics, they no longer adhere to societal norms, religious beliefs,
and identity, even while their financial standing is becoming a little better. Because of the
influence of the market government policy and the economy their customary ancient rights to
community land have since ended, and land is presently dispersed among the community's
members to the name of the family's patriarch. Class distinction is emerging due to the effects
of their shifting within the community lifestyle activity pattern. Modifying the sequence of
community's means of subsistence also produces a few difficulties to who they are. Their
current identity dilemma is a result of to the results of different development plans. In this
circumstances, it is necessary to put the suitable indigenisation policy initiative for the growth
of the community under which they are able to preserve their individuality and innocence. It is
necessary to take specific program to improve the standard of living for the ethnic tribal
communities in danger across the nation; under which they are able to defend themselves.
Programs for indigenisation policy will be able to advance the community's standing by

maintaining the distinctiveness of the nation's ethnic communities.
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