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Crucial and Downplayed Legislation, 

Probation of Offenders Act 1958 

 
MOUNISH CHANUKYA SURYADEVARA

1 

 

ABSTRACT 

Probation of Offenders Act, 1958 aspires to facilitate freeing of the offenders in all the 

expedient cases where a felon is not found guilty of an felony not punishable with death or 

imprisonment for life after due forewarning. This act gives a chance to the felon who is set 

free to make himself capable of living in the society without causing harm to the society 

and the members of the society. Probation allows the defaulter to maintain acquaintance 

with family and social associations. This act allows the person to be more self- controlled 

in his existence and helps him to stay away from misdemeanour atmosphere. The main 

drawback of this act is that there are circumstances in which the felon will be imprisoned 

which will give rise to overcrowding of prisons. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The goal of Criminal Law is progressively disposed towards the renewal of the felon than to 

trial him. Rather than keeping a denounced with solidified felons in a jail, the court can arrange 

individual flexibility on guarantee of good conduct and can likewise arrange a time of 

management over a felon. Chastisement gives a feeling of gratification to the people in question 

and to the general public when all is said in done, it has been seen that in the greater part of the 

cases discipline, particularly detainment, doesn't really change the felon. 

Remand diminishes the limit of a guilty party to straighten out to the typical society after the 

discharge and relationship with proficient delinquents frequently affects him and his life from 

that point. Probation is a mingled reformatory gadget which has come up as the aftereffect of 

adjustment, over some stretch of time, of the precept of discouragement into the standard of 

reorganization; an improvement that prepared to the presentation of clinical methodology and 

the guideline of individualization in the treatment of felons. 

One approach to counter this issue is to give openings what's more, direction to youthful and 

first-time guilty parties rather than them to correctional facilities. The thought behind such 

treatment is that, ordinarily, individuals don't turn to commit a felony except if they are 

                                                      
1 Author is a student at Symbiosis Law School, Nagpur, India. 
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constrained due extraordinary conditions. 2 In the event that we need to decrease wrongdoing, 

we should ensure that opportunity to get changed as opposed to transforming into solidified 

felons. This is the point behind Probation of Offenders Act, 1958. It permits the court to 

consider the idea of the wrongdoing, the age of the guilty party, and the conditions of the 

wrongdoing, and as opposed to submitting the guilty party to prison, discharge him under 

management and direction of a post-trial supervisor. This guarantees the guilty party is 

incorporated go into the general public. 

II. ACT 

The Act has been separated into six classifications. Section 1 handles with short, title, degree 

and initiation of the Act though section 2 deals with definition3. Section 3 to 12 of the Act are 

very significant in light of the fact that these provisions manage ' Role of Court' for the use 

these provisions of the Act. Section 13 to 16 arrangement with 'Role of Probation Officer. 

Section 17 arrangements with intensity of Government to make rules; section 18 provisions 

with sparing of activity of certain establishments and Section 19 says as to utilization of this 

Act to specific States. Out of these six provisions, Section 3 to 12 of the Act need some 

conversation though intricate conversation as to different classes isn't essential since one a 

without much of a stretch comprehend those by understanding them. To maintain a strategic 

distance from disarray, area 3 to 12 of the Act will be talked about under the heading of ' Role 

of Courts’. 

Object: 

A definitive reason for dynamic enactment is to recover back those youthful and first guilty 

parties to methodical society, who have for specific reasons fallen into terrible organization or 

gone off to some faraway place and arrived into culpability. The Act isn't intended for solidified 

and ongoing wrongdoers who are past reclamation and are incorrible. 

III. SALIENT FEATURES 

1. The Probation of Offenders Act, 1958 is proposed to change the beginner guilty parties by 

restore in the public arena what's more, to forestall the change of energetic wrongdoers into 

tenacious hoodlums under natural impact by keeping them in correctional facilities alongside 

solidified crooks.  

2. It means to discharge first guilty parties, after due re-probation or cautioning with guidance 

                                                      
2 An Empirical View on Law of Probation: Problems and Prospective in Gwalior Division, Shodhganga. 
3 PROBATION OF OFFENDERS ACT, 1958, sec 1-19 
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who are affirmed to have submitted an offense culpable under Sections 379, 380, 381, 404 or 

on the other hand Section 420 of the Indian Penal Code and furthermore in the event that of 

any offense culpable with detainment for not over two years, or with fine, or with both.  

3. This Act enables the Court to discharge certain wrongdoers waiting on the post-trial process 

of good direct if the offense affirmed to have been submitted must not be culpable with death 

or on the other hand life detainment. In any case, he ought to be held under oversight.  

4. The Act demands that the Court may arrange for instalment by the guilty party such 

remuneration and an expense of the procedures as it might suspect sensible for misfortune or 

injury caused to the person in question.  

5. The Act gives unique security to people under twenty-one years old not to condemn him to 

detainment. Nonetheless, this arrangement isn't accessible to an individual saw as liable of an 

offense culpable with life detainment.  

6. The Act gives the opportunity to Court to change the states of bond when a wrongdoer is 

discharged on probation of good direct and to broaden the time of  

probation not to surpass three years from the date of unique request.  

7. The Act enables the Court to give a warrant of capture or on the other hand summons to him 

and his guarantees expecting them to go to the Court on the date and time indicated in the 

summons if a wrongdoer discharged waiting on the post-trial process of good lead neglects to 

watch the states of bond.  

8. The Act engages the Court to attempt to sentence the guilty party to detainment under the 

arrangements of this Act. Such request may likewise be made by the High Court or whatever 

other Court when the case precedes it on bid or on the other hand in correction4. 

9. The Act gives a significant job to the probation officials to support the Court and to regulate 

the probationers put under him and to exhort and help them to get appropriate business.5  

10. The Act stretches out to the entire of India with the exception of the State of Jammu and 

Kashmir. This Act comes into power in a State on such date as the State Government may, by 

notice in the Official Gazette, designate. It moreover gives freedom to State Governments to 

bring the Act into power on various dates in various pieces of that State. 

                                                      
4 Ayushi Singh, The Probation of Offenders Act- An Analysis, Legal Services India.  
5 Naina Agarwal, All About Probation of Offenders Act, 1958, Latest Laws, Mar 2, 2020 
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IV. HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF PROBATION LAW IN INDIA: 

In India, probation got legal acknowledgment without precedent for 1898 through segment 562 

of the code of criminal Procedure, 1898. Under the arrangement of this area, the main guilty 

party sentenced for robbery, deceptive mis-allocation or some other offense under the Indian 

Penal Code culpable with not beyond what two years detainment could be discharged on 

ongoing wrongdoers who are past reclamation and are incorrible. Probation of good lead at the 

prudence of the Court. Afterward, the Children demonstration, 1908, likewise enabled the court 

to discharge certain guilty parties waiting on the post-trial process of good lead.  

The central government named a council in 1916 to consider the arrangement of criminal 

strategy code. Especially, it proposed update of section 562 and expansion of its provisions to 

other case too. The extent of probation law was broadened further by the enactment in 1923. 

Ensuing to Indian Jail Reforms Committee’s Report (1919-20), the principal guilty parties were 

to be dealt with all the more generously and could even be discharged unequivocally after 

exhortation.  

The main guilty parties were arranged under two classes, to be specific: -  

 Male grown-up wrongdoers more than twenty-one years old: and  

 Young male grown-up wrongdoers under twenty-one years old and female guilty 

parties of all ages.  

The arrival of guilty parties waiting on the post-trial process could be stretched out not 

exclusively to offenses under the Indian Penal code yet in addition to offenses falling under 

extraordinary institutions. To adapt up to the all-encompassing probation, various Remand 

Homes, Rescue Homes, Certified Schools and Industrial Schools were set up in Bombay, 

Madras and Calcutta.  The Government of India arranged a draft of Probation of Offenders Bill 

and flowed it to the then Provincial Government for their perspectives. Be that as it may, the 

Bill couldn't be continued further due to pre-control of the Provincial Governments. Later the 

Government of India in 1934, informed the neighbourhood governments that there were no 

possibilities of a focal enactment being ordered waiting on the post-trial process and they were 

allowed to institute appropriate laws on the lines of the draft Bill6. 

V. IMPROVEMENT IN PROBATION SYSTEM IN INDIA 

1. Juvenile Probation: The Children Acts in India, both of the states just as of the  

                                                      
6 R. Harish and Mrs. V. Udayavani, GENERAL STUDY ON PROBATION OF OFFENDERS ACT, International 

Journal of Pure and Applied Mathematics, 2018. 
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association domains, are noteworthy. These juvenile enactments started juvenile probation. 

Prior to enactment, there were magnanimous bodies and social foundations for children, 

minors, crazy people and so on. Conditions before juvenile enactment, were profoundly 

negative to the child delinquent. The Children Act of 1960 for association regions merits some 

exceptional notice. S. 21 of the Act enables the juvenile court, in suitable cases to permit the 

juvenile wrongdoer to return home after guidance or caution or direct that the child be 

discharged on probation of good lead and may arrange the child to be put under the 

consideration of parent, guardian or other fit individual. Such an individual needs to execute a 

bond for the consideration of such child for a time of at the very least 3 years. The child might 

be coordinated to a special school or the court may. direct the child (where it is more than 14 

years) to pay a fine. This arrangement is in fact unwanted on the grounds that it turns into a 

correctional measure. What is tremendously wanted is 'treatment' and not discipline. The child 

might be put under the management of a probation official for a time of at the very least 3 

years. In the event that the report of the probation official on the child is ominous, the child 

must be sent to an exceptional school. There the child is held under a chairman and is in his 

protected care while under detainment. It is the obligation of such executive to take great 

consideration of the child. The names of such children ought not be distributed and no report 

in any paper, magazine or news sheet is allowed to uncover the name, address or school or 

some other points of interest identifying with the juvenile reprobate. The photograph of such 

child ought not 'be distributed. At the point when a child is kept in a children's home or unique 

school, the head, in the event that he thinks it reasonable and alluring, may discharge the child 

from such home or school and award him a composed permit for such period also, on such 

conditions as might be determined in the permit. Likewise, he may allow the child to live with 

or under the oversight of any mindful individual named in the permit who is happy to get and 

stake accuse of the child of a view to teaching him for some valuable exchange or calling. 

2. Adult Probation: The Indian Jails Committee suggested that a finding of "convicted 

and released" ought to be perceived in Indian- - reformatory law. At that point the possibility 

of a contingent sentences was consolidated in law. This was like legal relief concerning a class 

of offenses which are believed to be less genuine. It was viewed as satisfactory punishment for 

infrequent and first guilty parties in replacement of detainment. The Criminal Procedure Code 

1872 S. 562 visualizes, the advantage of probation of good direct if they are youthful and their 

offenses are not culpable with over two years detainment. This was altered in 1888 to apply to 

first wrongdoers underneath 21 years old blameworthy of offenses not culpable with death or 

transportation forever; what's more, to first wrongdoers over 21 years blameworthy of offenses 
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culpable with detainment for not over seven years. These were the start of probation in India 

before the authorization of the Probation of Offenders Act, 1958. The courts under this Act 

have the ability to discharge certain guilty parties after reprobation or on probation of good 

direct. This they can do having respect to the conditions of the case including the nature of the 

offense and the character of the guilty party7. This Act identifies the obligations of probation 

officials, who are proclaimed as local officials. They have the intensity of request, oversight 

and counsel. Their bonafide demonstrations have been legitimately secured 6 and they are 

dependent upon the control of the District Justice. They are named by the State Government or 

they might be perceived as such by the State Government. They might be people connected to 

social orders perceived by the State Government. Whatever other individual who in the 

assessment of the court is fit to go about as a probation official, in outstanding conditions, is 

viewed as a probation official.? The courts under this Act have the ability to discharge certain 

guilty parties after exhortation or on probation for good direct. The guilty party might be 

required to go into a bond with or without guarantees, to show up and get sentence when called 

after during that period, which ought not surpass 3 years. The discharged wrongdoer is required 

to keep harmony and be of acceptable conduct. Before making the discharge request, the court 

is, to take into thought the report of the probation official, assuming any, what's more, ought to 

be fulfilled, that the wrongdoer or his guarantee has a fixed spot or home or ordinary occupation 

in the jurisdictional cut off points of the said court. The court, in the event that it discovers fit, 

may pass a oversight request likewise, setting the discharged wrongdoer under a probation 

official for at least a time of one year and may likewise force states of oversight. The conditions 

may be concerning living arrangement, abstention from intoxicants and some other issue with 

the object of forestalling the repeat of a similar wrongdoing or some other wrongdoing. The 

court has power to require the discharged wrongdoers to pay for misfortune or then again injury 

caused to any individual by the commission of the offense what's more, may likewise guide 

him to pay costs. 

VI. CONCLUSION 

According to my views, the job of courts in achieving recovery of wrongdoers need not to be 

finished underscored. The last decision concerning whether a wrongdoer has the right to be 

confessed to be the advantage of discharge on probation or not, lies with the court. Clearly, the 

choice as respects the discharge of a guilty party on probation is to be taken simply after his 

blame is demonstrated. Probationary demeanour being a post-conviction process, relies to a 

                                                      
7 C. K. N. RAJA and H. R. SREENIVASA MURTHY, A Critical Appraisal of the Probation System as a 

Corrective Device, Dspace Cusat. 
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great extent on the likelihood of the guilty party to change himself. Accordingly, the Judge 

needs to utilize his attentiveness in the issue most reasonably. Socio-legal scholars on probation 

uncover that the variables which impact legal condemning, all around, incorporate age, sex or 

development of the guilty party, his family and instructive foundation, nature of wrongdoing 

and the conditions under which offense is submitted and past criminal record of the guilty party, 

assuming any. Experience has indicated that adolescent, unsullied past record, youthfulness, 

and so forth are commonly acceptable justification for mercy while recidivism, brutality, sex-

pervasiveness, and so on are adequate to warrant serious discipline. These are, be that as it may, 

negligible speculations and don't in any capacity shackle legal attentiveness in condemning the 

guilty party. The Judge while considering the discipline can barely bear to disregard the cutting-

edge restorative patterns in the field of penology. His choice, along these lines, assumes a 

crucial job in choosing the fate of the guilty party 

***** 


