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Abstract:  

This abstract seeks to bring out the procedure which the researchers have applied to review the present scenario 

regarding Legal Status of Pornography in India. The literal mining of the expression ‘Pornography’ is “relating or 

presentation sexual acts in arrange to cause sexual stimulation through books, films, etc.” This would comprise 

pornographic websites, pornographic matter produced using computers & use of the internet to download & transmit 

pornographic videos, writings, pictures, photos, etc. Adult entertainment is a major industry on the internet. There are 

additional than 420 million human being pornographic web pages today. The DoT order says that comfortable hosted 

on porn sites relay to morality & decency & is, therefore, subject to “reasonable restrictions” on the Fundamental 

Rights to freedom of speech & expression. The government’s July 31 organize directing Internet Service Providers 

(ISPs) to block 857 porn sites came after Additional Solicitor General Pinky Anand conveyed to the Department of 

Electronics & Information Technology the Supreme Court’s observation that “appropriate steps” were wanted against 

pornographic sites, especially those featuring child pornography. 

In the light of above stated research methods researchers would like to attain a conclusion that now is the high time 

for the concerned authorities, legal professionals, a jurists and general mass to discuss about it and come out with 

solutions which is most probably new legislation or better enforcement of existing provisions for ensuring the fact that 

the state is primarily responsible for taking care of and checking the status of pornography in India so as to stop the 

unwanted practices. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. HISTORY (BACKGROUND AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF THE BAN ON INTERNET 

PORNOGRAPHY 

The DoT order says that comfortable hosted on porn sites relay to morality & decency & is, therefore, 

subject to “reasonable restrictions” on the F.R to freedom of speech & expression. The government’s July 

31 organize directing Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to block 857 porn sites came after Additional 

Solicitor General Pinky Anand conveyed to the Department of Electronics & Information Technology the 

Supreme Court’s observation that “appropriate steps” were wanted against pornographic sites, especially 

those featuring child pornography. 

II. THE IT ACT 

To arrange the blocking of these sites on Section 79(3) (b) of the IT Act, the DoT replied. 

Section 79 lays down circumstances under which ISPs or mediators are not liable from culpability for 

offensive comfortable uploaded by a third party. It obligates the mediators to exercise “due diligence”, & to 

act on the information of the court or the government & its agencies to meet the criteria for immunity. 
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III. WATCH: PORN SITES BAN IN INDIA (LEGALLY SPEAKING) 

Section 79(3) (b) states that mediators would not be entitled to an exception from liability if they 

unsuccessful to “expeditiously” remove or immobilize access to offensive material “upon receiving actual 

knowledge, or on being notified by the government or its agency that any information… reside in or 

connected to a computer resource forbidden by the mediator” was being used to give unlawful acts. 

In addition, In the Information Technology(Intermediary Guidelines) Rules, 2011, mediators must inform 

“user of computer resource not to mass, modify, publish, transmit, display, upload, update any information 

that is… blasphemous, defamatory, obscene, grossly harmful, harassing, pornographic, libelous, pedophilic, 

invasive of another’s privacy, hateful, ethnically offensive…”, etc., and “harm minor in any way”.1 

IV. THE OBSCENE OBJECT IN LAW 

In many countries like India & Malaysia, British law (the Hicklin test for obscenity) left over from a royally 

legacy is still used to decide what is obscene. The Hicklin test of obscenity2 is whether “the propensity of 

the subject charged as obscenity is to corrupt those whose mind are open to such immoral influences & into 

whose hands a journal of this kind may fall.” The test defines ‘obscene’ as all written matter that is “appeals 

to the prurient interest”, & has the capacity to dishonest those exposed to it. These principles are relevant in 

the background of Internet governance as well since mainly countries are either extend existing legislation 

for other media (television & cinema) to the Internet. New laws enact for the Internet accept the same 

definitions concerning obscenity explicit material, inherit also the mass of precedents that have resolute 

what is obscene. This meaning of obscenity & the penalisation of it under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 

(sections 292 & 293) is further comprehensive by other laws that stop the distribution of such matter 

(Young Persons Harmful Publication Act, 1956, Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 

1986). 

‘Reasonable Restriction’ 

The DoT order says that comfortable hosted on porn sites tell to morality & decency & is, therefore, subject 

to “reasonable restrictions” on the F.R to freedom of speech & expression. While the individual is certain 

this freedom under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution, Article 19(2) allows the state to impose “reasonable 

restrictions” on its work out “in the interests of the sovereignty & integrity of India, the safety of the State, 

friendly relatives with foreign States, public order, morality or in relation to dislike of court, defamation to 

an offence”. 

On March 24, 2015, while quashing the much actually abused Section 66A of the IT Act — which allowed 

                                                             
1 Manoj Mitta, Watching pornography no offence: IPC and IT Act, THE TIMES OF INDIA (July 01, 2018, 9:21 PM), 

http://indianexpress.com/article/explained/background-and-legal-aspects-of-porn-block-on-internet/. 
2 Miller v. California, 413 U.S. 15 (1973) and K.A. Abbas v. Union of India (1970) 2 SCC 780 (Indian). 
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 police to snatch people for social media post that were construed as being “offensive”  — the Supreme 

Court had also deal with Section 79(3)(b), & read it down. 

The court held that mediators cannot be called winning to exercise their carefulness in blocking content, & 

that they must act only what’s more on court information or when the government asks them to. “Also, the 

Court arranges or the notification by the suitable Government or its agency must exactingly conform to the 

subject matter laid down in Article 19(2). Illegal acts beyond what is laid down in Article 19(2) noticeably 

cannot form any division of Section 79,” the Supreme Court had ruled. 

This judgment did not, on the other hand, make it obligatory for the executive to evaluate the necessity of 

issue the restriction order, or to state the reasons for blocking a website. The DoT order is agreeable to 

judicial review, & ISPs, the blocked websites, a human being Internet user can move toward a High Court 

or the Supreme Court if they suffer that the order is not enclosed by the restrictions mention under Article 

19(2). 

V. PORNOGRAPHY 

The literal mining of the expression ‘Pornography’ is “relating or presentation sexual acts in arrange to 

cause sexual stimulation through books, films, etc.” 

This would comprise pornographic websites; pornographic matter produced using computers & use of the 

internet to download & transmit pornographic videos, writings, pictures, photos, etc. 

Adult entertainment is a major industry on the internet. There are additional than 420 million human being 

pornographic web pages today. 

Effects of Pornography 

 Research has given away that pornography & its messages are involved in determining attitudes & 

encouraging behavior that can hurt individual users & their families. 

 Pornography is often viewed in secret, which creates dishonesty within marriage that can lead to 

divorce in some cases. 

 In addition, pornography promotes the allure of prostitution, adultery, and unreal expectations that 

can end result in dangerous immoral behavior. 

 Some of the widespread, but false communication sent by sexualized culture. 

 Sex with anyone, under any state of affairs, anyway it is preferred, is beneficial & does not have a 

negative penalty. 

 Women have one charge – to meet the sexual burden of men. 

 Marriage & children are obstacles to sexual implementation. 
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 Everyone is involved in immoral sexual activity, infidelity & premarital sex. 

 Pornography Addiction 

Dr. Victor Cline, an authority on Sexual Addiction, bring into being that there is a 4 step progression among 

many who put away pornography. 

Addiction 

1. Pornography provides a commanding sexual stimulant or aphrodisiac effect, follow by sexual 

release, most regularly through masturbation. 

2. Escalation: Over time addicts have need of more explicit & deviant matter to meet their sexual 

“needs.” 

3. Desensitization: What was first supposed as gross, shocking & disturbing, in time becomes common 

& acceptable. 

4. Acting out sexually: There is an increasing inclination to act out behaviors view in pornography.3 

Watching pornography no offence: IPC and IT Act 

Expenditure of pornography is no offence. All so as to the law forbids is its journal or transmission. If the 

railway police in Mumbai could motionless terrorize an IIT student, just by claim that his mobile phone 

store pornographic video, they were ride roughshod over his human being rights.4 

VI. CYBER PORNOGRAPHY LAW IN INDIA 

Cyber pornography is in easy words defined as the act of by means of cyberspace to generate, display, 

import, distribute, or obscene materials or publish pornography. With the coming on of cyberspace, 

traditional pornographic comfortable has now been for the most part replaced by online/digital pornographic 

comfortable. Cyber pornography is forbidden in many countries & legalized in some. In India, In the 

Information Technology Act, 2000, this is a grey region of the law, where it is not illegal but not legalized 

either. 

There is one case in which presentation Cyber pornography is carrying a punishment of with imprisonment 

up to 5 years & fine up to 10 lakhs. Where the comfortable contains children attractive with one an 

additional or with adults in sexually clear acts. 

Downloading Child pornography online is also a carrying a punishment of offence under the Information 

Technology Act. The formation of child pornography is also carrying a punishment of under the Act. 

                                                             
3 Cyber Law Introduction, CYBERLAWSINDIA.NET (July 03, 2018, 8:14 PM), http://www.cyberlawsindia.net/index1.html. 
4 Mitta, supra note 1. 
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The act of collecting & storing cyber pornography is not an offence, but if the comfortable involves minors, 

then it is carrying a punishment of with imprisonment up to 5 years & fine up to 10 lakhs. 

Globe over online child pornography is illegal. One of the biggest made known catches of child 

pornography perpetrators was launch in May 2002 & called Operation Ore. After the FBI access the credit 

card details, home addresses of thousands of pornographers accessing a British child pornography site, and 

email addresses the particulars were given to the British police force for investigation. The arrest of a 

computer specialist in Texas led to an international investigation that imprisoned Thomas Reedy for 1,335 

years for successively the pornography ring. About 1,300 other perpetrators were also under arrest, 

including teachers, child-care personnel, soldiers, surgeons, social workers, & 50 police officers. As an 

outcome, 40 children, 28 of them in London, were located under protective care. 

To conclude, Cyber pornography has not been legally recognized in India, however, it’s browsing has not 

been banned either apart from in the case of child pornography. Globe over online child pornography is 

unlawful. Watching pornography no offence in IPC & IT Act.5 

 

                                                             
5 Ramanuj, Cyber Pornography Law in India- The Grey law decoded, IPLEADERS INTELLIGENT LEGAL SOLUTIONS, (July 10, 

2018, 10:19 PM), http://blog.ipleaders.in/cyber-pornography-law-in-india-the-grey-law-decoded/. 
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